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r Yes, the answerto the universe r 
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■■i-inw.- 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

It seems that Douglas Adams was 
fright after alt the answer to ihetife, 
the Universe and everything, is 42. 

Cambridge astronomers have 
round that 42 is the value of an es- 
«uual scientific constant -one w inch 
determines the age of the universe. 

In his novel, Vie Hitchhiker's Guide 
to the Galaxy. Mr Adams des c r ibes ' 
how an alien race programs a com- 


puter 

the ultimate answer to "’life, the Uni- 
verse and Emyjbsagf.. -After seven 
andahatfmjteyKrocteiBiS^ 
bade came.thg answer - 42. ; 

to slightly less time- two yeara- a 
team at the Cavendish Laboratory has 
m a n aged the same feat, using a new 


... “and^l 

‘ ''"wig hT 5 


CbgflanC. Thfe mea sn i c s 
bow qnietty objects in the nnxvddse 

aieiKedinglhmeachniltfir^aiMU 
nral outcome of the Big Bang that cre- 


ated die mnittSe. Dr Rjehand Saun- 
ders, wbojedlhe resear ch, sounded 
'£ trifle pasted by the result. “We 
"fare fifca fH) tocaantments for the 
gonsant.fflwi the average of them is, 
weft it*s 42," he said. But be insisl- 
ed thjs * “entirely fortuitous” - 
thousands of fans of the 
1 novels might disagree. 
Mr Adams said yesterday that 
hctfhewaote the«wrf 20yeare ago 
he chose die aazbber espedaBy for as 
baflsctic nature: "1 wanted a nice, or- 


dinary number, one that you woukfnV 

mind talcing t vyrwt nnrf mmAgmg m 

your parents." 

But later he realised that the 
choice was no accident: in 1972, 
when be was working for John 
Cleese's film company, video Arts, 
as a “prop borrower", nc and the oth- 
er writers picked 42 for its amusing 
“ Jitks as the punchline in the 


The Hubble Constant indicates the 
age of the universe because if we know 


i is flying apart, 

wecanworfc out bow long ago it was 
aS together « the same point - like 
woribngouf how lopg a fifcn has been 
naming by measuring the film nod 
knows* bow many frames per sec- 
ond it shows. 

Astronomers hive bickered for 
decades about the constant's value. 
dhsWtiflgjt to be anywhere between 

7 Q yiRrrt hrgf yi^iet wnp^ i l\iM 

the universe is younger than us okt- 
est stars - a logical coctmcfrum which 


the new value maids, read Dr Sann* 
dcre, as h pots Ac tmlme'* age m 
about 16 billkm yearn. 

The Cambridge tearep»tood*o 
measurement by c ouuuni o g data 
from X-ray tckacopes with fcforsaa- 
turn about cosmic bwckgiQn^d.radi- 
atkm. leftover energy in space- from 
Big Bang. DrSauncfeminsteufwwr 
revisions will aker the value Of me 
constant from its present, rnataimt 
value. Thai would suit Mr Atop: “It 
docs come upawfuflyoftm.'fcowW, 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor .. 


ViEPs rattle the bowl 


Lord Nolan, the Govtnrot«nt:,3^ Haatsch, the president of the 

•«. n «<tail miaryllan nf ctafC. Inn. Hia ahnea ‘rtf narl/c Cm/' paf tiarTy^tf, y pdwriay endoxssd 
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on the. abuse pf perks by 
members of th&EuropeanPar- 
liament could end up as a mas- 
sive financial boost for British 
MEPs. '.•< 

- They, hope that the damp- 
'dowrv : will: lead' to the har- 
monising.trf MEPs 1 salaries - 
and itiatoould double or triple 
the salaries of the Britons in 
Strasbourg. British MERs cur- 
rently receive much smaller* 
salaries than most of their Eu- 
ropean counterparts. Kart 



appointed guardian of stab*- . 
dards in public life, last ntgbt 
urged MPs to stand up lor 
themselves, put their. _cKro 
House in order, and take acricHt 
to improve the standards, of gov- 
ernment. _ „ ... 

The dramatic intervennpji 
took the chairman of the ixn^- 
erful Committee on Standards 
in Public Life deep into higbty 
charged political territory. He 
said Parliament had been 
dermined by the Euro pe a n - 
Union, pressure for devoia-_ j-rr- 
lion. the party whipping system.l^ad yet restore public confi- 
- and Commons sleaze. : " ?.7Kce m its own standards of 

Tracking the decline ofWest-. , conduct. - 

minster from post-war “Imp^r . ' . !tot.heftep added: “I thmk 
rial Parliament towards offiboie> tS|cae pee^s to beltane to 

regional assembly”, LordNrfan Z'&siase? Nffs^jawn confidence 
said the contrast between 1946 - 
and 1996 highlighted the “an- - 
certainty about the presem- 
day role and status of 
ParliamentT’ ' 

: The LawJLord said the C 
moos had ^town its readiness 
to implement changes that-* 


the proposals for the salaries 
to be harmonised. 

The latest move to reform the 
generous perks regime comes 
in the wake of a documentary 
shown last month on fTV. The 
programme used hidden cam- 
eras to show MEPs sipiing on 
for their £175 per diem al- 
lowance on a Friday morning, 
before promptly leaving Stras- 
bourg to gp home. 

Report, page 15 


-.'to. - 


“1 am confident that the 
House itself recognises this. 1 
hope that it will have the de- 
termination to act," be said 
CopKadentafly, Ministers last 
t/ replied to two Commons 
■* , on government - ac- 
; J toe need for a partia- 
menrary code of conduct for 
Monsters, with heavy qualifi- 
f catio^jand reje cti n g calls for 


jT vv 



vice Committee said Ministers 
agreed on the need for an all- 
party resolution of Parliament, 
Snaking explicit how it expects 
Ministers to discharge then re- 
sponsibilities to Parliament" 
It then added, however, that 
the wording suggested by the 
Committee - ensuring that ov- 
3 servants should be just as an- 
swerable as Ministers - was 
“unacceptable" 

The second example of 
Whitehall’s attitude to Parlia- 
ment came in a response to the 
call of two Commons commit- 
tees for more open govern- 
ment; rejecting a Freedom of 
Information Act and refusing 
access to original versions of o£ 
fidal papers. Derek Foster, the 
Opposition spokesman oh 
Whitehall, said last night: 
“Greater access to government 
information ought to be an 
entitissoem for every citizen. 
Whar are they afraid of?" 

But Lord Nolan’s analysis of 
the demise of Parliament sug- 
gested that the only way that 
MPs could re-establish their 
reputation was by standing up 
for themselves, and fighting 



“Parliament is also being 
squeezed from bdow. One of the 
consequences of greaterstaM- 
sjsare- 


their comer; 

Ministers and the political ma- 
chines that dragoon backbench 
lobby fodder. 

In the first of three Raddiffe 
Lectures delivered at Warwick 
University, he said: “Parlia- 
ment is being squeezed from a 
number of directions. Europe is 
one. Ministers still have the 
power of veto over Brussels de- 
cisions, except where qualified 
majority voting has been con- 
ceded, but Pani'ament has not. 


duction in the bonds of necessity 
which unite the nation state." 
Nationalism and regionalism 
was being encouraged by Eu- 
rope and the direction of funds. 
“So while as a matter of law. 
Parliament’s ultimate sover- 
eignty remains intact." he said, 
“its influence has diminished. " 

Lord Nolan also dealt with 
the issue which is closer to the 
remit of his own standards 
committee - parliamentary 
sleaze. With investigations at 
present taking place into alle- 
gations about the Conservative 
MP Nr D Hamilton, and an al- 
leged attempt to interfere with 
an investigation of a select com- 
mittee into allegations made 
against han. Lord Nolan warned 
against any attempt to sweep 
anything under the carpet 

He said: “The investigation 
which is now in progms, in what 
I might call the Hamilton case, 
is gomg to be the most difficult 
conceivable lest for the new 
machinery ..." 
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Colin Brown * J 

Chief Ftatiflcal Correspondent ■ 

The Prime Minister told; ?fety v '. 
Mfts at a private dinner 
will nor Sow to pressure fronT 
Conservative Central Of6ce. : to!r. 
adopt amore Euro^oepticpcff- 
icy as avbte winner for the gin- 
era! election. 

John Major is said to have 
criticised Central Office at a to- 
ner given by pn^Earopedn 7t#y 
MPs for the Prime Mxniaer at 
the Athenaeum C3ub. . • 

It was siipposed to be entirely 
“off the -record, and-the fthne 
Minister was said to haw wen 
in a very relaxed mood. But The 
hsw te am ed dutmti 


f t'l 


- ■ 

there t 


^ V.;- 

•SOtHt^ ; WhC»Nl 



Major's remarks were seen as , 
dear criticism of Central Officer 
“He ’said Central Office was. 
bopdess." onesourcesmd.“He 
saidit three times;, and reaHy- 

emphasised, the pomt.” ; ■■ 


[edkhtfciffie . 

...He said thafef 

'cisiny GeSttraT (X-i • . 

s. i : j 

vriio attendgLifee 
miMonday fi^ftwfcre" 

Prime ' 

-Minister gave- ad eap message . 
tlwiiienfflresisrtim pressure •»■■■_ '■ _ 

'whkfrB expected to inteofaffto Burning Issue: The Tory logo 

rule Out anv prospecrof Britain vj . 

fomfigg fefertSwe of a gin- staged by Brian l^*mnfiy, toe 
■■ • ■ - Dartv chairman. That was m- 

cie attentfon on winning the 
eketioa Dr lifawbinney won 

with which he mounted the 
conference. 

Butth=d«IOSB«Uaipro. 


European Tbiy MPs remain 
worried about the influence of 
Central Office underlines the 
fragility of the unity in the par- 
ty over the angle currency. ■ 
Tbty EoHMcepticsare press- 
ing forthe Government to rule 
out entry tab a first wave of a 

preelection on the ground 
♦hat Germany and France are 
“fudging" the convergence cri- 
teria for entiy. 

■ Dick Spring, the Irish For- 
eign minister, yesterday said in 
London that the Dublin summit 
in December would stick to the 
timetable for a second Ex- 
change Ra te Mechanism, prior 
to the angle currency, which 
could increase the pressure by 
ttie Euro-sceptics for Britain to 
slow the move to Economic and 
Monetary Union. The pro-Eu- 
rope Tbiy MPs privately feared 
that Central Office ^ would be dri- 


ven by opinion poll evidence to 
suggest a more Euro-sceptic 
stance would win more votes, 
and outflank Tony Blair’s 
Labour Party at the election. 

They used their dinner to 
seek a cast-iron reassurance 
from the Prime Minister that in 
the run-up to the general elec- 
tion, Mr Major would not allow 
the Government to dose off 
Britain’s option to join a single 
currency. “Wc strongly wel- 
comed what he had to say on 
that He was very firm. There 
will be absolutely no shift from 
our position." 

Spring warns Majoq page 2 
48-hour promise, page 6 
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£5m signing 

Chelsea last night agreed a dub 
record fee of £5m for the Ital- 
ian international midfielder Gi- 
anfranco Zola, 30, who plays for 
Parma. Page 28 

Orphan must go 

A Nepalese man rescued from 
poverty and brought up by a 
British millioiinire in a Glouces- 
tershire castle yesterday lost his 
fight to stay. 


Goldsmith setback 

Sir James Goldsmith's Europe- 
wide party collapsed in a hu- 
miliating setback for the 
tycoon’s campaign against the 
present consitulion of the Eu- 
ropean Union. Page 6 

BBC under fire 

ITV and Channel 4 said that the 
BBC should withdraw its state- 
ment of promises, published on 
Ibesday, until what they 
claimed were misrepresenta- 
tions and inaccuracies were re- 
moved. Page 5 


Instruments 
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BREITLING 


1884 



CHRONOMAT 

Clue cooperation wnb pifau and aviation t<cprra enables Breitling 
io continue improving ns chronograph designs all the Itmc- 
The Chronomat feature* a selfwinding raedumcal movement a 
routing brad anti t scmc-locknl crown. Thh iiuiniiDRtt b 
wncr-resuuuii down lo 100 metres. 
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news 


significant shorts 


Carnaby Street 
sold for £90m 

Carnaby Street the mecca of 
fashion' music and culture m 
London's swinging Sixties, 
has been sold for £90m. 

The area, which is now a 
mainly a haunt for foreign 
tourists, has been bought by 
the properly company, 
Shaftesbury, from the Dutch 
irnpany. Wen? Id have. 

The area in and around 
Carnaby Street include shops 
and studios but in the 1960s 
it was home to men’s fashion 
boutiques in an era when 
acceptable dress included 
pink frilly shirts and crushed 
velvet jackets. 

The Carnaby Estate will 
join the 120 shops and 
restaurants the company 
already owns in central * 
London. 


co 


Catholic ‘culf 
censured 

A Roman Catholic 
movement accused of cult- 
like behaviour has been 
severely criticised and limited 
in its activities by the diocese 
of Clifton, which covers most 
of the West Country- 
Although the movement 
claims the support of the 
Pope, the diocesan enquiry 
says its methods have 
“caused individuals barm." 

The Neocalechumenate, a 
movement founded by two 
Spaniards in 1965. had 
brought disunity and decline 
to the three parishes in 
Gloucester and Bristol where 
it had been introduced, 
according to a report 
published yesterday by the 
diocese. Andre* Brawn 


Darrell targets 
council care 
homes 

The Government is expected 
to propose far-reaching 
reforms to end local 
authority ownership of 
homes for children and the 
elderly. 

Stephen DorTell, the 
Secretary of State for Health, 
is to propose in a White 
Paper in February that the 
homes should be taken over 
by a separate agency, with 
the local authorities left to 
“purchase” of care of the 
elderly and children. 

Whitehall sources stressed 
it would not mean closing 
down homes with the loss of 
thousands of jobs, but those 
working in such homes will 
be concerned. Odm Brown 


Medals for 
Bosnia braves 

A 19-year old private who 
fired back at Serb troops to 
help his colleagues find cover 
has become the youngest 
British soldiers ever to be 
mentioned for bravery in 
dispatches. The gallantry 
award for Mathew Mitchell, 
of the 2nd Battalion the 
Light Infantry, was one of 
several for service in Bosnia 
announced last nigbL 
The highest award - the 
Air Force Cross - went to an 
army pilot who was flying a 
Navy helicopter. Squadron 
Major David Meyer, 34, won 
his award for landing a bomb 
disposal party in the middle 
of a minefield “in appalling 
and hazardous conditions" 
on 2S January after a Spartan 
armoured troop carrier was 
destroyed by a mine. 
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°f task 


His reputation goes before him. Alison Graham 
thinks it’s unjust. 

Find out why in this week’s Radio Times. 


rrs HOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 




Sex and authenticity, that’s 
what I was looking for yester- 
day. The allegation that the 
Bishop of Sedgefield had been 
receiving counselling for an in- 
sincere haircut, and was failing 
to “connect” with women vol- 
ets, has sent shock-waves re- 
verberating around the House. 
"If Beauty Blair isn't doing it for 
women”, the unspoken thought 
has run, “then what chance 
have I got?” So, bad bouffant 
hairdos been chopped 
overnight? Would Michael Por- 
tillo next be seen with a De- 
pardieu shag-cut, five o’clock 
shadow and a Gauloise ha nging 
from his lower lip? Were we to 
be treated to a series of junior 
ministers • making tearful 
speeches about their relation- 



Conway not have left the cue at 
the pub? No, it was explained 



DAVID 

A ARONOVITCH 


ships with their mothers? Well 
the first thing J saw as I sat in 
the gallery was Derek Conway 
(Con, Shrewsbury and 
Aicham), standing there at the 
Bar of the House, wearing a 
frock-coat and clutching what 
appeared to be a billiard cue. 
Itas this not taking authentici- 
ty a little too far, I wondered 
aloud to my neighbour - could 


_■ Majesty 

Household, and that is his staff 
of office. Once a week he re- 
ports to the Queen on hap- 
penings in Parliament and then 
comes back and stands there. 

By now it was time for Home 
Office questions, and I exam- 
ined all on view purely in terms 
of their physical appeal for one 
section of the electorate or an- 
other. Down whose spine does 
Michael Howard send a deli- 
rious shiver? 

Who goes to WH Smith and 
asks for pasters of Jack Straw 
to decorate their bedrooms? Is 
there a section of our diffuse 


population with the specialist 
tastes necessary foraprogerap- 


preciation of Anne Widde- 
combe? How many PVC 
fetishiste axe there out there, 
anyway? , . 

Peter Griffiths (Con 
Portsmouth North) had his eyes 
on minorities when he argued 
for those who “shoot with muz- 
zle-loading, flint-lock or match- 
lock pistols” not to be penalised 
by the new firearms Bin. 

So if anyone you know is 
killed in a duel this year, blame 
Peter. The buxom Brummie 
Conservative Dame JID Knight, . 
defended Freemasons from 
Labour, arguing that “what a 
gentleman chooses to do in fiis 
spare time is unimportant". 
Particularly if one trouser leg is 


tolled up, and one nipple ex- 
posed. It was all sexy stuff, by 
Commons standards, but noth- 
ing to what came later in Prime 
Minister's Question Tone. 

. With John Major away in 
Bordeaux, (the place for aro- 
ma therapy! and Tony off get- 
ting a foa&f (Claims please, the 
others bring me out in spots), 
it was Hezza versus Prezza. 
Theoretically the Deputy Prime 

Minister - whose hair, is not-so 
much bouffant as nxplodant - 
should be doing badly in the sex 
stakes. 

Few can possibly take so 
much trouble as be does. But it 
is alf theatrical overstatement, 
natural - childlik e almost - in 
its ebullience. 

The de-bouffant Mr Prescott, 




’ contrast, cannot be accused 
of over-attention to his hair, his 
ties, or his suit . 

If his uneven and asymmet- 
rical tonsure, with its half- 
fringe. cost him more than 
JEL50 at Beit’s Brilfiantinc Bar- 
ber's Shop, then he’s been 
robbed. And that, of course is 
precisely what the wily Prescott 
wants us to think. 

In fact; authentic, scruffy 
haircuts and clothes for politi- 
cians cost an absolute fortune > 
from specialist branches of V 
DKNY, and are the true marks , 
of vanity. : ; • • • 

I tegyour pardon? What did 
they actually say? I don't know; 
this is a political column, not 
some heavy policy analysis, "by 
the Daily Star. ■ 
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Clare Gamer 


Enjoyable read: A copy of Allan Starlde’s biography ‘Fergie: Her Secret Life’ at Its launch yesterday 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Prison Service owns up to 
blunders over coach escape 


Ian Burrell 


The Prison Service last night ad- 
mitted that a series of embar- 
rassing blunders had allowed six 
highly dangerous prisoners to 
escape from a prison escort this 
week. 

Three of the men, who have 
all been convicted of zobbeiy, 
had previously mounted suc- 
cessful escapes. 

The prisoners were trans- 
ferred on a private coach with 


a private driver because no 
prison vehicles were available. 

The coach broke down two 
miles from Blundeston prison 
in Suffolk, from where 10 in- 
mates were being transferred to 
jails in London. Six of the most 
violent men were allowed to 
continue their journey in a sec- 
ond coach accompanied by only 
five prison officers. Normally 
a dozen officers would guard six 
violent inmates. 

During the wait for a re- 


placement vehicle, one prison- 
er taught the others how to slip 
their handcuffs by dislocating 
their thumbs. 

The officers, who did not 
know that some of the prison- 
ers had previously been escap- 
ers, were overpowered and 
badly beaten. 

The prisoners then seized 
their personal prison files which 
were being transferred with 
them on the coach. They ripped 
the papers up and threw, them 


out of the windows. They then 
changed into their own civilian 
clothing which the prison au- 
thorities had allowed on to the 
coach as part of the prisoners’ 
personal possessions. ' 

After taking control of the 
coach on the M25, they ordered 
the driver to go to the Archway 
area of north London where 
they made their escapes. 

Among those at large are Lee 
Mitty, serving 1 1 years for rob- 
bery, who absconded from Lit- 


Irish minister urged to quit over 
release of IRA remand suspects 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 


Ireland’s justice minister Nora 
Owen was last night resisting 
Opposition calls for her resig- 
nation after a number of alleged 
Republican paramilitary re- 
mand prisoners had to be re- 
leased and re-arrested after 
Government officials bungled a 
judge's retirement date. 

Fifteen prisoners, including 
13 from ratlaoise Prison Where 
many IRA inmates are held, had 
to be freed eariy on Wednesday 
morning, after legal advice in- 
dicated that detention orders 
made by the non-juiy Special 
Criminal Court were flawed. 
They included Brixiou prison es- 
caper Nessan Quinlivan. 

The fiasco arose when it 
emerged that one of the court's 


three judges, Mr Justice Do- 
minic Lynch, was sitting while 
officially no longer a judge of 
that court. 

His July request to step down 
had been approved by the Gov- 
ernment in August, but the 
judge himself normally based 
in the Circuit Court, was not in- 
formed of the decision. It was 
after this that he made the 
orders which were subse- 
quently ruled ultra vines. 
Government embarrassment 
was worsened by the fact that 
the judge’s “de-listing" was 
confirmed in print in an official 
publication. 

ose brought back to the Spe- 
cial Criminal Court yesterday to 
receive remand decisions re- 
newing their custody were five 
Londonderry men facing arms 
charges following last week’s 


discovery of a primed IRA 
mortar near Malm Head in 
Donegal 

Others involved are IRA sus- 
pects detained after the dis- 
covery of a County Laois bomb 


She promised a “full, speedy 
and impartial inquiry” by out- 
side offiria!s}3?afr 'denied it was 
a resignation matter. 

The pasrin Opposition Fianna 


£ 


prisoners were last night s 
mg to challenge their continued 
detention***®^ 

A sixteenth man was yesterday 
released and re-arrested for 
the same reasons. Five others 
on bail may have their cases re- 
assessed. . 

In the Dafl Mrs Owen was un- 
able to say exactly why her de- 
partment fafled to inform Judge . 
Lynch that his request to step 
down bad been approved She 
said a lerter from the Attorney . 
Genera] warning her of the 
problem bad not been brought 
to her attention. 


>hn OTtonoghue saii “This 
would be a joins in a banana. re- 
public, and it’s a joke til this re- 
public. Someone is going to 
have to pay for it." 

He urged her to “do the hon- 
ourable thing and resign.” Fi- 
anna Flail leader Bertie Ahem 
asked how the minister could 
have remained in the dark as it 
appeared the judge’s predica- 
ment had been known to the At- 
torney ^General in September. 
The minister had said she was 
not alerted and the letter to 
Judge Lynch uot finalised until 
Wednesday this week. 


tlehey prison, Cambridgeshire, 
in March 1993 and remained at 
large for 18 months. 

Warren Edwards, serving 
eight years for robbery, has 
made three previous successful 
prison escapes in 1991, 1992 and 

Gary Staggs, who was sen- 
tenced to 10 years for robbery 
in 1993, had previously escaped 
from court cells. 

Also on the run are Christo- 
pher Ward, serving 12 years, 
David Currey, nine years, and 
Stewart Warwick, nine years. 

The six had formed a gang at 
the prison who were involved in 
a fight with a rival group of 
prisoners that resulted in one in- 
mate receiving severe injuries 
including knife wounds to his 
face. 

. The Prison Service said: 
“There were tensions inside 
Blundeston that led to these 
prisoners being moved.” 

Hatty Fletcher, assistant gen- 
eral secretary of the National 
Association of Probation Offi- 
cers; said: “Public safety has 
cleaxlybeeneomproniised- 

“This is another catastroph- 
ic blunder which should never 
have happened. 

‘There needs to be an inquiry 
into why a commercial bus was 
used to transfer six armed rob- 
bers, three of whom had previ- 
ously escaped.” 

Bev Lord, vice-chairman of 
the Prison Officers’ Association, 
said: “These prisoners had al- 
ready demonstrated their 
propensity to violence and the 
lives of the prison officers were 
unreasonably put at risk.” . 



Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


The Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring yesterday said John Ma- 
jor would be “big enough” to 
pursue the peace process -and 
resist any Unionist threat to 

bring the Government down by 
provoking an eariy gmeral elec- 
tion. 

Tony Blithe Labour-leader, 
for private talks, also urged 
Mr Major to reject the pressure 
"*7 David Trimble, the Ulster 
aiouist leader, to proceed 
with the peace talks without 
Sinn Fein. 


U 


“The choice for Mr Mayor is 
to solve the Northern Ireland 
crisis. As opposed to depending 
on Mr Trimble’s support, I 
t h i nk that Mr Major is big 
enough to go for the solutions 
to Northern Ireland’s prob- 
lems. I believe that," said Mr 
Spring. 

His remarks touched on raw 
Tory nerves and are certain to 
anger some Tbiy MPs by ap- 
pearing to engage in domestic 
party politics on his flying visit 
to London. 

There is a growing fear 
among senior Torv politicians 
who are dose to tfie Unionists 
that, rather than wait until next 


May, Mr Trimble will withdraw 
his support for the Government 
and trigger a general election 
in February to underline his par- 
ty’s importance. 

The Unionists could become 
pivotal in the New Year, if the 
Tories lose their majority after 
the Wirral South by-election, 
following the death of Tory MP 
Bany Porter. 

Speculation about bringing 
down the Government is 
•rejected by Mr Tnmhfe, but at 
a~ press conference? at -the 
Irish Embassy in Londam Mr 
Spring was l ess dismissive. 

There was no suggestion, he 
said, that the changes in the 


<s 


Clinton administration after 
the re-election of the President 
would lead to the recall of 
Senator George Mitchell, who 
has acted as chairman for the 
talks. 

Mr Spring made h dear he 
wants progress in the talks, 
but Sinn Fein must be part of 
any final settlement He said: 
“Sinn Fein don’t have a veto. 
They are not going to stop the 
talks. I have no difficulty in. seek- 
ing a momentum in the rathy 
which has not been there. 

“Notwithstanding that, we 
have an obligation to those 
who support constitutional par- 
ties to see if we can bring about 




an agreement between Na- 
tionalism and Unionism... 
The ideal is to stop the 
violence." 

Mr Spring, who is in the 
centre of European moves to 
broker peace talks in the Mid- 
dle East, said he had no indi- 
cations -in spite of speculation 
of a secret IRA convention at 
the weekend - that there would 
be a ceasefire called before the 
general election. 

“If we are going to have the 
ultimate accommodation it 
fegpingtOTeqinre all jnrties sit- 
ting around the table,” he said. 

“It would be in everybody's 
interests to have the talks as 


*7 


to titillate 
readers 


The foreigners ignored it; the 
British deplored iL Newsy Bun- 
ny gave it the thumbs-up but few 
others found a kind word. 

Hardback copies of Fsrgie: 
Her Secret Life hit bookshelves 
. yesterday amid a spectacularly 
damp-squib author-signing ses- 
sion. “The Book She Tried lb 
Ban” looked set to become 
.The Book He Failed Tb Sell as 
customers turned their backs on 
AD an Staririe’s “sensational" 
.revelations. 

“I*ve got other things to 
study,” said Nerika Pinto, a 
Portuguese student, as she left 
Oxford Street’s Dillons wiffi a 
an English dictionary. A pass- 
er-by, Peter Mayberry, said: 
“Fm an Australian and Fm not 
very interested in the lady.” 

The book, published by 
Michael O’Mara, who also 
bought Andrew Morton's 1 Di- 
ana: Her Hue Story , charts the 
Duchess of York’s relationship 
with her financial adviser, John 
Bryan, with descriptions of her 
sexual preferences. 

Marguerite Horner was in 
two minds. Should she buy a 
signed copy for a friend's 50th 
birthday? “It’s not so much the 
money, but whether it’s rub- 
bish,” mused the mother of 
four. “It’s very simply written. 
How much is it just a hype job? 
It’s not something you'd want 
to admit to buying. It's so tacky. 
You know, it’s so destructive, the 
whole thing." 

In minutes, the book had be- 
come a symbol of society to Me 
Homer. “It's all part of the 
moral decay. Everyone thinks 
they have a right to know what 
everyone else is doing No, I 
won’t buy it- I've talked myself 
out of iL” Her friend would be 
getting a tie instead. 

There were, however, two 
takers. Richard Kay, the Daily 
MaiTs royal reporter, explained: 
“It’s a gift”. And Nicole Linay, 
25, said she couldn't wait to “get 
divulged”. “Ah, I didn’t know 
they had colour pictures," she 
said, skimining her copy. “Let’s 
face it, everyone likes a scan dal. 
It intrigues us.” - 

Meanwhile, the 39 -year-old 
New Yorker who was once 
the Duchess’s* confidant; de- 
fended his work. It wasn't 
money, nor revenge, xafher 
“an act of confession", r 

“Sometimes you haxA'to 
bring your own case tpythe 
courts of humanity aritijsee 
what they think. I absolutely 
don’t think I am guilty of grub- 
by conduct. No, I don't fee pve 
betrayed her. I don’t warff t say 
I’ve done her a great favoi r ei- 
ther.! think Fve given ben fair 
shoL” 

Mr Starkie has been ma tied 
from all quarters. His first fan 
mail” dropped on his dooj step 
yesterday. “It was -fro a a 
woman who said 1 shout Jibe 
shot,” he said cheerily, B the- 
always. has his mum. ^Sbefra. 
mother. She’s proud of m i” - 
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qoicUy as posable and to^ve 

all parlies at those talks/ Mr 
Spring added. 

“We want an unequivocal 
restoration of the ceasefire. 
We have said we want eariy eft- 
try of Sinn Fein to the talks. 
That is not to underestimate foe 
difficulties caused by the Lis- 
burn bomb, and the other 
bombs at Manchester and Ca- 
nary Wharf. ... 

“We have to overcome these 
difficulties. Wc will be locking 
Closely at ■ the - natuttg, of 
the ceasefire to know it s; un- 
equivocal and there can be no 
threat of going back to wo 
fence." ... 
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tum-on of all 


Steve Bflfjgaw 

Last night, five women 
performed a task reserved cafft 
year for statesmen. Oscar 
winners and the regulars of 
celebrity gossip columns, yet 
only a few mo nths they were 
unknown. . 

The Spice Girls switched on 
the Christmas lights in London’s - 
Oxford Street, the latest piece 
of exposure in a . collective ex- 
istence spanning less than six 
months in the public con- 
sciousness. If you admit yon 
don’t know who they are.vour 
tabloid -reading friends will ask 
what planet you have been on, 
but don’t be too bard on your- 
sel£ In the context of this par- 
ticular rise, to say “meteoric" 
would be an. understatement. 

The exact provenance of the 
Spice Girls r emains unclear. 
What is indisputable is that 
their first record, “Wannabe", 
is at number one in the charts 
of 27 countries, that it sold 1 35 
million copies in the United 
Kingdom alone and that it 
stayed at number one here for 
seven weeks. Their second an- 


gle, “Say Yon’S Be There", 
went straight in at number one 
and sold 7SCUJ0O cora^in two 
weeks and their damodbom. 
Spice, is at number onemjapan 


straight to number mp when A 
k released here nest week. _ 
WhalhasthejwaBfiSwfeJStiy 
in su ch a swea ter tijc fi*p . 
women - in a gp frpp* 

ceeded at alL Afi-giri British 
groups, apart horn the one 
memorable exce pti on, Bana- 
narama haveahriyMftnigglcd. 
Five «HAt«4ng 

women were not sappofled to be 
a success - the mnaeprese said 
so when “Wmnrije*Sw»=*e-*r : 
leased - so what west right? - - 
The secret appears to item 
from the fact that these are up 
-puppet airheads. Hftse are 
feisty women whosesex appeal 
strikes a chord with teenage 
boys and men, and whose atti- 
tude earns the ad naratidn of 
young giris and adoring female 

adolescents. 

They claim not to have been 
put together like, their male 
counterparts inThkcThat or 


; * 

n .. ‘ 

t i 



0 I m. ' 

* 'm 



* 




■A 

i 


- / 

MhMc industry insiders say the Spice Girts’ succe s s Is firmly based on a broad appeal - and hard work 

t the line-up is her parents and wears stylish other, decided to share a house veirinnuhinuldy lends itself to 



. There is GeriHaffiweD, a 24- 
year-old former Katharine 
Hamnett model from Watford 
(the smart one); Melanie 
Brown, 21 from Leeds, a lock- 
boxer wah a pierced tongue (the 
tough one); Melanie Chisholm. 
20, from Liverpool, who loves 
football (the tomboy); Victoria 
Adams, 21, who still lives with 


clothes (the sophisticated one); 
and Emma Lee Bun too, 18, 
from north London, who turns 
her back on the harder side of 
the band (the fluffy one). 

If you believe their record 
company. Virgin, the women, 
who all wanted to be actresses, 
kept bumping into each other 
on the television and film au- 
dition circuit. They liked each 


other, derided to share a house 
together in Maidenhead. Berk- 
shire, to save money, and began 
writing songs. 

If you believe the more scep- 
tical members of the music 
business, they were brought to- 
gether as the result of an ad 
placed in The Stage by a mystery 
pop Svengali who was pushed 
aside when the five derided they 
no longer needed him. Either 


version ultimately lends itself to 
The view that they, and not ex- 
ecutives. are calling the shots. 

“No one really knows for sure 
how they came together, but 
they were pushing themselves 
for'a long time," said Selina 
Webb, managing editor of Ato- 
ne H Mb. “They would keep ap- 
pearing at industry parties and 
people kept saving: 'Who arc 
those girls?'. 


“They scorn to be controlling 
their own destinies and don’t ap- 
pear to have been manufac- 
tured. Their personalities are 
simply too strong. Pt-rhaps there 
was someone in the beginning 
who brought them together, 
but they arc definitely calling the 
shots now ." 

Muff Fitzgerald, their 
spokesman at Virgin, said the 
bund independently ap- 


proached Simon Fuller, who 
manages Annie 1-vniiuv 

“Tliey went lo Sunt m because 
they respected Annie and he 
was simply howled over I* their 
music," he said. “The whole 
thing about K ing put logetiiei 
by someone is just a nulh per- 
petuated by ihe music press. 

“They are pulling the strings 
here, and that makes some 
people uncomfortable." 
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Holiday firms face monopolies probe 


Tom Stevenson t - " 

City EefitPf , _ • 

A monopolies inquiry was launched 
yesterday into the £7bn a yeax hol- 
iday industry to answer allegations 
that large i n tegrated groups sudi as 
Thonsson and Antduft' Write not-fo 
the- consumers' mtereft. - : 

"alirf'th^^^^of^nrTxacingpSa^ 
he was cxjtaotaned't^Jriyfemieff 
were unaware that 

a tors. He believed , 

integration allowed the tour, com- 
panies unfairly .to push thrirbwn hot . 
idays to unwitting customers. 

The wide-ranging monopolies 
probe will also investigate the OFTs 
concerns (hat tour operators are orify 
offering discounts to imfidaymakeis 
who take out specific travel insurance 
deals from which they profit and 
which may be too expensive or un- 
suitable for the consumer. 

The Monopolies & Meigera Com- 
mission, which will conduct the 
probe on behalf of the OFTG will also 
look into the way travel agents com- 
mqnly use a dispute over connnissiou 
terms as a pretext for taking; their 
competitors brochures off then racks 
during prime selling periods. 

Mr Bridgeanan said:. “The two 

leading travel companies with whom 
I have had discussions have argued 
that such practices are a reflection 
of the competiticffl that prevails in the 
travel trade. My view is that they can. 
distort the competition process.” 

He added that be had failed in a 
bid to get the travel trade’s two 
biggest companies, Thomson and 
Amours, to agree touadertaUpgs to 


THE TRAVEL INDUSTRY'S HIDDEN LINKS 
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make the industry more transparent: 
“I need to have aooeptaWe under- 
takings from all parties inwlved. It has 
become dear after many wedcs of (fis- 
cussionswith Thomson and Airtours 
that this is not going to be possfrde." 


Airtours said yesaerday .it bad 
been prepared to give undertakings: 
that it would make its ownership of 
‘'travel agent Going Places clear, 
that it would not take rivals 
brochures off its shelves; and that it 


would not abuse its market power to 
impose unfair terms on small inde- 
pendent travel agents or tour oper- 
ators. 

The OFTs bid to avoid a monop- 
olies reference foiled, however, be- 


cause Thomson, the market leader 
and owner of the Lunn Poly chain of 
travel agents, refused to 'give any 
ground - claiming the undertakings 
represented an unacceptable in- 
fringement of its commercial freedom. 


Both Airtours and Thomson put 
a brave face on the inquiry yester- 
day. Thomson, which sells 30 per cent 
of the UK’s 85 million package hol- 
idays a year and runs 800 Lunn Bolv 
agents, said there were now more 


high-street travel agents- than there 
were five years ago, and said the mar- 
ket share of the top five tour oper- 
ators had declined over the past 
seven years. 

Airtours finance director Harry 
Coc added: "We welcome the in- 
vestigation. We are confident that any- 
detailed investigation will be unable 
to find, evidence of anything other 
than a highly competitive industry 
that has given good value to con- 
sumers." Airtours is number two to 
Thomson in package holidays and 
has 700 Going Places outlets. 

Mr Coe said the price of holidays 
had fallen by between 15 and 2D per 
cent in inflation-adjusted terms over 
the past 10 years and as a result the 
size of the holiday market had grown 
enormously. “It ’is just not an anti- 
competitive industry." 

Despite the companies’ confi- 
dence in the outcome of the inquire, 
which could take 12 months, shares 
in the puhlidy-quoted holiday groups 
fell sharply yesterday m the City. Air- 
tours' shares tumbled from ?l3p to 
644p while Inspirations ended lt>p 
lower at K2.5p. 

Independent travel agents and 
Labour, however, were delighted h> 
the decision. 

Nigel Griffiths shadow consumer 
minister, said; “This is long overdue 
and vindicates all our complaints It 
could finally mean the end of the 
stranglehold imposed by the giants 
of the industry. We need io slop com- 
pulsory add-ons like insurance agree- 
ments that customers have to Like out 
when they hooka holiday. If the big 
firms hove Ken so reluctant to con- 
cede on this issue it indicates licit they 
are making a killing out ot them."" 
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When you 


just 


can’t talk to 


anyone 




talk to us. 


The Samaritans. We'll 


A Registered Chanty funded by voluntary donations. 








t rh’ m 




MOaEs 


; W-Wv-- &y ';. 

.^tp. tw 



Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or. on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book* or 
you can call our new national number on 
0345 90 90 90. Every call is confidential. 
We’ll be there to talk to you. 


It 


you 


http://www.compuiink.co.uk/~careware /sam&ritans/ 
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BBC under fire for 
viewers’ charter 


Mathew Horsman 

Media Editor 


rrv and Channel 4 last night 
said the BBC should withdraw 
its Statement of Promises, pub- 
lished with great fanlarc on 
Tuesday, until misrepresenta- 
tions and inaccuracies were re- 
moved from the 50-page 
“viewers’ charter”. 

The broadcasters are in- 
censed by a list of programme 
genres included with the docu- 
ment, which appears to suggest 
that ITV Lnmsnits no peak-time 
factual programming and that 
Channel 4 offers no contem- 
porary music, natural history or 
religious programming in the 
hours between 6.30pm and 
IQJtQpm. 

“The BBC promised to be ac- 
curate and impartial, but this is 
a highly partial piece of selec- 
tivity," said Michael Grade, 
chief executive of Channel 4 last 


night "I am veiy sorry that the 
people who compiled this do 
not watch television.’' 

According to the list which 
appears on page 7 of the BBC's 
Statement of Promises to View- 
ers and Listeners . only the 
BBC1. BBC2 and Channel 4 
broadcast current affairs pro- 
gramming at peak times. Bar- 
ry Cox, director of the ITV 
Association, said last night: “I 
find it mystifying that the BBC 
should have missed World in Ac- 
tion, which has been cm since the 
1960s. and the Big Story. He 
added that the ITV companies 
would be writing to the BBC lo 
complain about the matter. 

Mr Grade said he loo would 
be writing to the BBC about the 
claims. “They say we have no re- 
ligious programming in peak- 
time - but what about Witness. 
or the History of the Church of 
England?” And about sugges- 
tions that Channel 4 did not 


broadcast non -situation come- 
dy in peak, Mr Grade said: 
■■What about Roxy Bremner? or 
jo Brand?" 

A BBC spokesman said last 
night that the list had been 
based on figures compiled by 
Barb, the industry standard. 
“We should have stated that 
broadcasters had to have 34 
minutes a week, each week of 
the year, in order to qualify," the 
spokesman added. 

"That is completely selec- 
tive." Mr Grade responded. 
“ But even so, they should have 
stated iL I think this whole doc- 
ument ought to be shredded, 
and they should start again it 
certainly cast doubt on all the 
other figures in the [state- 
ment]," he said. 

"They promised in this very 
document that if they made a 
mistake, they would admit it 
dearly and frankly, say how it 
happened, and say what they 


would do to correct it I think 
they should stick to their 
promise." 

The Independent Television 
Commission, which regulates 
the cotnmenaal TV sector, was 
also understood to be con- 
cerned about the document, 
believing it to be a misrepre- 
sentation of the breadth of 
commercial terrestrial services 
in the UK. 

The Statement of Promises 
marked the BBC's most public 
attempt yet to convince licence- 
payers that it provided value for 
money, and its publication 
coincided with the current cam- 
paign for a higher licence fee. 
The corporation had said it 
would send out 10 million 
leaflets offering copies to in- 
terested viewers. Revising and 
reprinting the document would 
add to the already high cost - 
nearly £500,000 -of preparation 
and publishing the statement. 


Loophole delay 
‘has stopped 
students voting 9 


Ian Burrell 

A political row broke out last 
night over a legal loophole 
which may have prevented 
thousands' of young people 
from registering to vole in the 
general election. 

The controversy follows a 
decision by Peter LUley. the so- 
cial security secretary. finally to 
order a change in the law to ex- 
empt students from payment of 
council tax. 

The legal loophole - which 
made students liable to payment 
of council tax if they shared a 
property with someone on in- 
come support - is believed to 
have dissuaded large numbers 
of students from registering to 
tote. 

Labour MPs accused the 
Government of deliberately de- 
laying the changes in order to 
dissuade students from regis- 
tering to vote in time for the 
election. The Government has 
been aware of the loophole 
more than a year but the change 
in legislation will not be intro- 
duced until next April. 

Rhodri Morgan. MP for 
Cardiff West, accused the Gov- 
ernment of being -ami-demo- 
cratic". He had first raised l he 
issue with ministers in August 
1995, and: “Unless this is inex- 
cusable ineptitude within the 
government machine I see no 
other reason for the delay oth- 
er than an attempt to depress 
the number of under-25s who 
can vote at the next election." 

The Independent revealed 


yesterday that nearly 2 million 
people who are eligible to vote 
are missing from the electoral 
roll. 

The problem has been exac- 
erbated by the increased mo- 
bility of young people with the 
rise in the student population 
which now stands at 3 million. 

The row came as the National 
Union of Students prepared to 
launch a national campaign to 
get students to register to vote. 

Later this month, student 
parties will be held across 
Britain in support of Rock the 
Vote, a celebrity-endorsed cam- 
paign which aims to redress the 
political apathy among under- 

Douglas Trainer, president of 
the NUS, said the council-tax 
anomaly particularly affected 
households where unemployed 
graduates on income support 
shared with undergraduates. 
“We are unconvinced that it is 
just a coincidence that this 
change will not take effect un- 
til it is too late for these people 
to be involved in the general 
election." he said- “We are stag- 
gered this has taken so long." 

The change in the law was an- 
nounced in the House of Com- 
mons on Wednesday after a 
planted question by David 
Evans, Tory MP for Welwyn 
Hatfield. lit response, David 
Curry, the Environment Min- 
ister.' described the current sit- 
uation as an “anomaly", and 
said it would be ended “as soon 
as we have an opportunity to 
amend primary legislation". 


Cheesy feet can 
help the fight 
against malaria 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 


A cheese which reeks of smelly 
feet is being bought in bulk by 
some scientists travelling to 
Africa because mosquitoes ap- 
pear to prefer its odour to that 
of the real thing. 

The scientists says that 
Limbinger cheese may help to 
develop a “mosquito trap" us- 
ing the cbeese-based bait to lure 
the malaria-carrying insects 
away from potential human 
victims. 

They have discovered that 
the African mosquito is partic- 
ularly attracted to the smell of 
human feet, and concentrates 
its biting activity on the victim's 
exposed ankles and feet. 

Dr Bart Knols, a Dutch med- 
ical entomologist working in 
Tanzania, and colleagues found 
that Limburger cheese, well- 
known for its smelfy-feet odour, 
was also attractive to Anophe- 
les gambiae. 

Writing in tomorrow's issue 
of The Lancet, Dr Knols says 
that the bacterium which is 
used in the production of the 
cheese belongs to the same 
genus as a micro-organism 
which lives between the toes on 
human feet: 

"Ripening of Limburger 
cheese occur at 32-34C in a hu- 
mid environment resembling 
ihe micro-habitat of tbe toe 
deft, and microbial action prob- 
ably results in identical odours,” 
Dr Knols writes. 


Dr Knols says that medical 
entomologists are now buying 
Limburger cheese and taking it 
to mosquito- infested areas 
around the globe, while his 
own team are working on a mos- 
quito trap baited with fatty 
adds. 

“Wouldn't it be something to 
have a simple mosquito trap in 
one's bedroom baited with a 
scent that best be described as 
synthetic human?" he writes. 
“No buzzing, no sleepless 
nights, and, more importantly 
a new tool to interrupt the 
transmission of important vec- 
tor-borne diseases such as 
malaria." 



Darcey 
defies a 
fright 
at the 
opera 


Jessica Gawtuck 


Happy return: Darcey Bussell dances Princess Rose 


Photograph: Laurie Lewis 


Darcey Bussell last night 
returned to role that six years 
ago started her on the road to 
becoming Britain's best 
known ballerina. 

She danced Princess Rose 
in The Prince of the Pagodas, 
winch opened at (he Royal 
Opera House. 

The ballet, written specially 
for her by Kenneth 
MacMillan, has been jinxed 
by a series of carious 
accidents during rehearsals 
which left leading lady Ms 
Bussell the only member 
of the original cast fit to 
dance. 

Dancer Jonathan Cope, 
who was to dance the Prince, 
was hurt in a traffic accident 
which left him in hospital 
with broken ribs. 

Tetsuya Kumakawa, who 
was originally cast as the 
Fool, was also taken to 
hospital where an 
emergency operation was 
carried out to remove his 
appendix. 

And Deborah Bull, who 
was set to play Ms Bussell’s 
evil princess sister, had not 
properly recovered from an 
operation on her ankle and 
was therefore also unable to 
dance. 

Ms Bussell was spotted by 
Kenneth MacMillan at the 
Royal Ballet school. He wrote 
The Prince of the Pagodas for 
her in 1989. With her 
performance as the virginal 
Princess Rose at the tender 
age of 19 she quickly soared 
to fame. 

The Royal Opera House 
say they are keeping their 
fingers crossed that Bussell 
will escape the misfortune - 
suffered by her colleagues 
and hope the ballet will now 
run smoothly. 


There's no disguising 
problem toenails 



O sA v ^ j? Thick, brittle, discoloured toenails may 
be caused by a fungal infection. For a free leaflet 
and advice on how they can be cured write to 
FREEPOST STEPWISE, Dept. Al, PO BOX 5314, London W6 
0GQ, or call FREEPHONE 0800 200 210. 

FREEPHONE 0800 200 210 
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Workfare scheme will target 


s 111* 


Barrie Clement 

Labour Editor 


The Government is to spend 
£100m on a big extension of a 
■‘workfare"-style scheme partly 
aimed at getting dole “cheats” 
off the unemployment register. 

Announcing the project, 
which will affect more than 
100,000 long-term unemployed, 
Gillian Shephard, Secretary of 
State of Education and Em- 


ployment, said the programme 
would give genuinely un- 
employed people a new purpose 

in nfe and help them back into 
the labour market. 

She said the two existing 


“project work” pilot schemes in 
the mid-Kent and Hull areas 
were to be extended in the new 
year to another 29 districts from 
Swansea to Dundee. The new 
trials will cover almost one- 
third of all 18- to 49-year-olds 


in Britain who have been out of 
work for two years or more. 

The programme aims at giv- 
ing the long-term jobless work 
which is useful to the commu- 
nity in return for their unem- 
ployment benefit plus £10. 
Those who refuse to participate 
in the initiative, which involves 
13 weeks of job searching, fol- 
lowed by 13 weeks of compul- 
sory work, face reductions in 
payments from the state. 


Mrs Shephard said the pilot 
schemes had been extremely 
successful Some- 25 per cent 
more people were leaving the 
unemployment register than in 
comparable groups elsewhere. 
The extension of the trials was 
good news for people who were 
genuinely seeking work and 
had been unemployed for a long 
time. "If other people who 
have been claiming fraudu- 
lently are encouraged to leave 


the unemployment register that 
is good news' for the taxpayer.” 

She was joined at the launch 
by the deputy Prime Minister, 
Michael Heseltine, who said the 
long-term unemployed fell into 
three groups. The first, for 
which he had “nothing but sym- 
pathy”, were those who didn't 
have' the literary and numera- 
cy skills to bold down a job. The 
second were those who were 
“dispirited" and had tost the will 


fectly capable of holding down 
a job. The last category, with 
whom he had “no sympathy 
whatsoever” were people work- 
ing in the blade economy. •' 

Project work was useful in 
such cases, be said, because it. 
prevented them working and 
claiming benefit at -the -same 
time. The initial trials had 
shown that fraudsters signed off 
the unemployment register “in 


large numbers, very quickly”. 
Such people had been cheating 
thetaxpayer, he said. AH the ev- 
idence was that the schemes 
were of considerable benefit to 
the taxpayer and to the Exchc- 
quer.and that the programmes 
paid for themselves. 

Labour's * employment * 
spokesman, David Bhinkett, 
said: “The Government is sim- 
ply trying to keep the dote fig- 
ures down without making any 


real contribution to getting 
people into lasting work. 

■ “Gillian Shephard’s claims 


■ ■ ■“Gillian Shephard’s claims 
for the original pilots are fraud- 
ulent - indeed she had to admit 


that only one in tun of those in- 
volved had cot robs - and she 


volved had got jobs - and she 
lost track of where many of the 
others had gone' ... 

“It is replacing the aban- 
doned Community Action Pro- 
gramme which promised 40.000 
jobs, but never delivered.” 


PRIME MINISTER’S QUESTIONS 

SCORING THE EXCHANGE! 


Prescott 

7/10 


el 

Heseftine 

6/10 


Picks up ftve points simply -for plain speak- 
ing and not making speeches. He first 
question was especially direct But late 4 
questions were so broad -ranging that +tes- 

dUne easily swatted than away • ’ ; 
Standing m for the Prime Minister, who 
was hi France, Heseftine started off well, 
repeating Tory pledge to. increase funding 
for the NHS. Labour benches -roared when, 
he included Lord Marsh In a list of (sup- 
posedly avaricious) ex-Labour ministers . 
who became businessmen.. Marsh became 
a businessman - and a Conservative . 


THEMES OF THE DAY 


Former ministers In the boardrooms (Hugh Bayley; Lab. York) 
Unemployment statistics (Grew He Jan net, Lab. Leicester W) 
Small businesses (David Lidington, (X Aytebury) 

Combat knives (Alun Michael, Lab. Cardiff S and Fenarth 



Sir 


PRESCOTT'S ATTACK 


Prescott began by asking why, fifty years ago, the Conservatives: voted against 
the creation of the NHS (a question, Blair should note, which he asked in 
exactly 25 words). Heseftine avoided an answer. But Prescott's n ext question 
allowed Heseltine to ask him to match the Tory NHS spending pledge. 
Prescott replied that Labour created the NHS. and ended somewhat Btalrrt*. 
saying that the British people knew only Labour would safeguard it. ' - 


James 
suffers 
EU blow 


John Rentoul - 

Political Corespondent 
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JOHN GUNNELL 

(Lab. Leeds S and Morfeyh asked Hes- 
eltine to condemn the fact that char- 
ity funding of the NHS should be 
necessary. Heseltine replied that he 
was glad that people gave money to 
charity, and that the NHS should not 
be used as a political football. 


IAN BRUCE 

(C. Dorset S) . A long-winded planted, 
question ori-ttenumberof French com- 
panies moving to Britain from the man 
who, bn Tuesday, condemned Blair . for 
being too wordy and wasting time. 




Lest we forget: St Margaret’s Church in Westminster yesterday held its annual Field of Remembrance service 


Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Heseltine, on Prescott: "I’m always exrited by the Honourable Gen-^ 
tteman. The whole House is ntitsd by the Honourable Gentfeman. 

| He is a very exciting person...* 


Defiance on working time evaporates 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Heseltine asked why Prescott wouktft match the Conservative pledge : 
to increase NHS year-on-year spending Another question Is why. 
Labour keep ratahg the subject when they so dearly harert Brought 
of a suitable response? ’ . - 1 


Edward Gamier QC (C. HarborougH] ctmimeerated with Heseftine 
on the invasion of his garden recently by a group of opoicast min- 
ing protesters. ' 


Oonpfled by. Bn Summers 


Hardline Tory talk that minis- 
ters would openly defy the Eu- 
ropean Court and refuse to 
implement the 48-hour week 
working time directive, was re- 
pudiated by a senior Govern- 
ment source last night 
The Independent reported 
last month that there would be 
swift implementation of the di- 
rective if, as expected, the Eu- 
ropean Court upheld it in a 


formal judgment on Tuesday - 
but Conservative sources were 
quick to deny that with talk of 
open defiance. 

An authoritative source con- 
firmed last night that if the court 
upheld the directive, ministers 


would act quickly to consult 
business and industry before 


business and industry before 
preparing and tabling legislation 
to enact the new law. Howev- 
er, he said there was no ques- 
tion of defying the law as laid 
down by the court, and there 
would be no “foot-dragging”.. 


But the Prime Minister will 
repeat that the Government will 
take a robiBt line against the di- 
rective in the current round of 
European inter-governmental 
talks, insisting that unless there 
is a treaty change to stop health 
and safely powers being used to 
introduce employment legisla- 
tion, he will retaliate by vetoing 
other treaty changes. 

Stephen Byers, a Labour em- 
ployment spokesman, told The 
Indepatdeni : “'We will apply Ar- 
ticle 18 because it gives fleribOily 


to both employers and em- 
ployees who will be given the 
opportunity of choosing 
whether or not they wish to 
work in excess of 48 hours.” 

Under the provisions ; of the 
article, there was no question of 
employees being sacked, or pe- 
nalised, for refusing to work 
more than a 48 : bonr week. 

■ One of the country's largest 
unions for drilled and widte.col- 
lar -workers yesterday urged 
both public sector organisa- 
tions and privatised companies 


to negotiate a flexible approach 
to the working time directive or 
face the threat of legal action, 
writes Barry Clement 
Hie Manufacturing Science 
Finance union contends that all 
“emanations of the state”, 
which includes enterprises sold 
off by the Government, will be 
tim subject of die new European 
law from 23 November and 
that employees could lake court 1 
proceedings if management re- 
fuses to implement the provi- 
sions of the directive. 


Sir James Goldsmith’s Europe- 
wide party collapsed yesterday 
in a humiliating setback fen- 
the tycoon's campaign against 
the present constitution of the 
European Union. 

Sir James, who is a French 
MEP, was leader of the “Europe 
of Nations" group in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament, which was 
forced to dissolve after the de- 
fection of Anne-Christme Pois- 
son, another French member. 
This reduced the group to 17. 
It needs 18 members to quali- 
fy as an official group, entitled 
to office space, speaking time 
ahd committee seats. 

The folding of the group is an 
embarrassment to Sir James, 
wbo has pledged to spend tip to 
£2Gm fielding candidates in the 
Brush general election, with the 
single demand for a referendum 
on EU membership. 

This week, he repeated his 
determination, to match the 
spending of the two main par- 
ties in the election. But in- 
quiries about the nature of the 
“family charitable trust” which 
he said would pay for the 
campaign produced little in- 
formation. 

Sir James's lawyers con- 
firmed to The Independent that 
the Goldsmith Foundation for 
European Affairs is a “private 
charitable foundation estab- 
lished overseas", adding that, 
“as such,- it does- not have any 
UKcharitable status’*. A British 
charity would be unable to fund 
political activity. ■ 
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US hired guns join British election shoot-out 


Britain's election 
is becoming more 
Presidential than 
ever, writes 

John Rentoul 

The election campaign teams of 
both main parties have kmg had 
dose links with their US coun- 
terparts and with Washington 
political consultants, the “hired 
guns" of American politics. 

The Conservative and 
Labour backroom teams axe 
already running a “long cam- 
paign for the nest general 
election which is more like an 
American presidential race 
than ever before. 

Labour's campaign head- 
quarters, run by Tony Blair's 
closest aide Peter Man de Ison in 
Millbanh Tower just up the 
Thames from the Palace of 
Westminster, is explicitly mod- 
elled on the Clinton campaign 
“war room" of his first presi- 
dential victory four years ago. 

George Stephanopolous. the 
Clinton advisor who is expect- 
ed to spend time with the Blair 
camp, was not only the “Body 
Man" for that campaign, whose 
job was to be at the side of the 
President (The Body) at all 
times. But he remained Clin- 
ton's closest adviser throughout 
his first term, and could offer 
Labour valuable lessons on 
how to manage the transition 
from campaigning to govern- 
ment. 

Labour's connections with 
Clinton's team are now richer 
than ever. Mr MandeLson visit- 
ed the Republican convention 
m San Diego, and watched the 



American conventions: from top, George Stephanopoulos, Philip Gould and Danny Flnkelstein are drawn to a tradition that prefers party conferences America n-style 


second debate between Mr 
Clinton and Bob Dole with Mr 
Stephanopolous. Jonathan 
Powell Mr Blair's chief of staff, 
was a diplomat at the British 
Embassy in Washington and 
visits regularly. Philip Gould, Mr 
Blair's polling adviser, has been 
working with the second Clin- 


ton campaign as he did with the 
first. John Prescott, Labour 
deputy leader, visited the De- 
mocratic convention in Chica- 
go with his aides. 

The last time Mr Clinton 
won, Mr Blair visited Clinton's 
team himself, along with Gor- 
don Brown, the shadow chan - 


Tory spin doctors to “mind’ 
Major in run-up to election 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Conservative party “spin doc- 
tors" are to play an increasing 
role behind the Prime Minister 
in the run-up to the election in 
an attempt to avoid damage like 
the row over caning. 

The outline plan for drafting 
Tory party press officers into 
more of John Major’s pro- 
gramme was agreed before the 
debacle over caning. But insid- 
ers believe h highlighted the dif- 
ficulties they arc facing. 

The drive to regain the ini- 
tiative from Labour could raise 
questions of a conflict between 
the interests or the party and 
government. 

The Prime Minister's press 
olTicc at Downing Street is 
staffed exclusively with civil 
servants. All party business is 
handled by the Tore Central Of- 
fice press office, under Charles 
Lewingion. 

Party sources were highly ir- 
ritated last week by the wav the 
caning issue was handled by 
Dow nine Street. It was the 


Prime Minister's office which 
last week confirmed that Mr 
Major had discussed the Gov- 
ernment's stand on caning with 
Gillian Shephard, the Secretary 
of Slate for Education. 

That led to speculation in the 
press that Mrs Shephard had 
been given “six of the best" by 
Mr Major. That was denied by 
No 10. although Mis Shephard 
openly declared in the Com- 
mons that she disagreed with 
the Prime Minister. 

Central Office press officers 
were left with the task of “dam- 
age limitation" after the Prime 
Minister's office confirmed that 
Mr Major had made a tele- 
phone call to Mrs Shephard. 

Tory press officers are now 
going to take an increasing role 
in handling Mr Major's tours. 
Last week, when he visited 
Nottingham, he was accompa- 
nied by Downing Street press 
officers. 

Senior Tore sources con- 
firmed that the Central Office 
press officers will be seeking to 
act as Mr Major's minder on 
such visits in the months lead- 


ing to the election. They point 
out that Labour cannot com- 
plain. because they plan to ap- 
point Alastair Campbell Tony 
Blair's chief press officer, to the 
Downing Street post, if Labour 
wins the election. 

The Downing Street press 
operation will remain in civil 
service hands, until the election. 

The Prime Minister, mean- 
while, is planning a more ag- 
gressive campaign than the 
1992 election lour, when he led 
a Tory figbtback from a soap- 
box. “ He is going to go into the 
Labour heartlands," sard the 
source. 

The campaign itinerary has 
yet to be worked out. but Mr 
Major is planning to visit 
staunch Labour areas, such as 
Liverpool. He told last month's 
Conservative Party conference 
that he would be out on the 
street, across Britain in the 
coming election. 

Mr Major's aides said he 
would still concentrate on the 
key marginals, but his tour will 
lake m areas not covered in the 
1992 campaign. 
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cellor. It was there that Mr 
Brown invented “tough on 
crime and tough on the causes 
of crime", the slogan which 
helped cany his ally to the 
Labour leadership. Hie lessons 
Labour has learnt have not just 
been about techniques, al- 
though instant rebuttal of Tory 


propaganda is new an obsession 
in the Millbank war room, with 
the help of the computer data- 
base of political quotes and doc- 
uments known as Excalibur. 

"1 know how to work the last 
90 days of a campaign,” the 35- 
year-old Mr Stephanopolous 
said when asked what kind of 


Ft* • 


help he was offering Labour. 
“Day-to-day tactics, how to re- 
spond to the tried and true tech- 
niques of the right wing.” 

But the lessons are political 
too, as some of the opponents 
of Labour's “modernisers” fear. 
Mr Clinton won on Tuesday 
with some striking coalitionist 


rhetoric about the need for the 
parties to work together. 

Partly, this is a feature of the 
American political system, but 
it certainly chimes with some of 
Mr Blair’s talk of governing 
“from the centre’’, and reach- 
ing out to Liberal Democrats 
and even One-Nation Tbries. 


There are also painters to far- 
ther internal reforms of the 
Labour Party, with some of Mr 
Blair's supporters openly ad- 
vocating turning the party con- 
ference into a “showcase" for 
the party rather than a policy' 
m aking body. . 

Labour should learn from the 
“poll lift which successful con- 
ventions gave the Republicans 
and then the Democrats this 
summer in America,” says a 
blueprint drawn up by the 
“moderniser” faction, the 
Labour Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee. 

The Conservatives are learn- 
ing from America too. Al- 
though their flirtation with the 

psychological system of Dick 
wirthlin. Ronald Reagan’s pub- 
lic relations guru, was an ex- 
pensive failure, costing over 
f lm in the dying days of Mar- 
garet Thatcher’s premiership, 
they have maintain ed contacts 
with Republican advisers. 

After the Republican land- 
slide in the 1994 mid-term elec 7 
dons. Newt Gingrich’s pollster 
and adviser Frank Luntz visit- 
ed London and met Cabinet 
ministers Stephen Dorrell and 
Michael Portillo. 

The visit was arranged by 
Danny Fmkelstein at the Social 
Market Foundation, and some- 
thing of an American politics 
addict who is now head of re- 
search at Tbry Central Office. 

Mr Finkelstein has long 
drawn political lessons from 
America. And, although the 
“New Labour, New Danger” 
was rubbished by his favoured 
Republican contacts, the lesson 
he draws from the American 
election is that incumbency and 
the economy are the Tbries 1 key 
advantages. 
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THE FUTURE IS ORANGE. 

THE PLACE IS 
PEOPLES PHONE. 

O ver 390,000 people have placed their trust in Peoples Phone — because 
we know that peace of mind is what matters most to our customers 
and that's what we're committed to delivering. 

We only recommend a network, tariff and handset if it's right for you. 
This is enshrined in our "Peoples Phone Charter' and it sets us apart from 
our competitors. And now, for the first time, Orange has arrived at 
Peoples Phone, giving our customers an even wider choice. 

So visit one of our 180 stores nationwide and discover whether 
it's right for you. 
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High Court Judge backs Home Secretary’s ‘harsh’ decision and says adopted 

"5 : - 


must leave the country after all 




Charlie Bain and 
Jessica Gawfuck 


Not welcome: Jaya Ram Khadka and his adopted father Richard Moriey leaving the High Court in London yesterday 


Photograph: John Voos 


A Nepalese man rescued from 
poverty and brought rip by a 
British ttriHkmaire in a Glouces- 
tershire casfle yesterday lost his 
fight to stay m Britain. 

. The High Court 

upheld the Home 

Michael Howard’s refusal 'to 
grant Jaya Ram Khacfca “ex- 
ceptional leave” to remam in 
Britain on rompassufaate 
grounds. 

Mr Khadka and his adopted 
father Richard Moriey arendw 
considering setting up home in 

Mr Justice Laws said in his 



BT’s response couldn’t be simpler. 


The days of baffling answer machines are over. BTs new 
Response 60 and Response 90 are so easy to use, all you have to 
do is plug them in. 

Useful voice prompts then help you to programme the 
machine to your exact requirements. 

There’s even a pre-recorded outgoing message, although of 
course you can record your own if you prefer. 

The reason these new machines are so easy to operate is 
because they use the very latest digital technology. 

At £59.99, the Response 60 (also available in white) boasts 


numerous features and is just a fraction bigger-than a portable 
CD player, making it ideal for both home and office. - 

At £79.99, the Response 90 has a greater recording capacity 
- 30 minutes, which is ideal for businesses that receive a lot of 
messages. Both machines are now available from 
BT shops and selected leading retailers. 

Once you’ve got one, you’ll find it’s never 
been easier to be in when you’re out 




It’s good to talk 


AVAILABLE NOW THROUGH 

Adders. BT Shops, Comet . Currys, Dixons . Ihnncbase, John Lexis, .\'oru cb. The Link and ait good indefn mh nt yctaih ns 


ruling that many may regard the 
Home Secretary’s decision to ig- 
nore an bmoigration Appeal 
Tribunal -recommendation to 
let Mr Khadka stay as “harsh”, 
but after examining the case, it 
was “perfectly understandable". 

Mr Khadka, 20, wasbrought 
to Britain by businessman 
Richard Moriey in 1990, bon- 
■ curing a pact he made with .the 
bojtfsrather, Basil Khadka - a 
policeman in a remote area of 
Nepal who saved Morlev's life 
when the millionaire collapsed 
Wrth a punctured lung while on 
arixHfrtaineering expedition in 
1984* 

He refused any financial re- 
ward, but instead obtained a 
pledge from Mr Moriey to take 
care of bis son if he ever became 
led. 


years later, Mr Moriey brought 
his 14-year-old son over to 
Britain and made him heir to his 
estate at QearweU Castle in 
Gloucestershire. 

Mr Justice Laws said that 
he hoped fixture explanations 
by Mr Howard of reasons to de- 
port “may be clearer”, but he 
said that-be was “unable to con- 
clude thAt the Secretary of 
Stale’s decision in this case was 
beyond the range of responses 
open to a reasonable decision- 
maker.” • 


"Many may regard the result 
he arrived at as. harsh,” he 
added. 

Mr Moriey has triads sever- 
al attempts to extend his son's 
stay in Britain smce.1990, He 
took his case to the Immigration 
Appeals Tribunal which made 
a recormnendatiwi that he be al- 
lowed to stay on compassionate, 
grounds, but in March this year 
the Home Secretary signed a 
deportation order. 

Outside the court yesterday, 
Mr Moriey said he would not be 
separated from his adopted 
son. . 

"Wherever Jay goes 1 will go 
and the rest of my family wififeV- 
low. My family will no douht be 
split for a period, but wcH have 
to endure that Eventually we 
will be reunited in a different 
country. 

"There is no point in ap- 
pealing, if the law is that the 
Home Sccrcraty can do what he 
wants, then that is the law and 
I cannot change the law” . 

Mr Khadka said that he fell : 
heartbroken: "I think it is ter- 
rible not just for me hut for 
mv family. 

'“The fact mv family has stood 
by me like this for the past six . 
years and will be standing by me 
for the rest of my fife, surely that ' 
will speak volumes of compas- 
sion.” 



[jiffed tl# ftttei Lilley, Secrc- 
taryofSfate i^rSodal Securi- 
“ ty, fe«Mlysaspended welfare 
paytadSfe from hundreds of 
thousands of claimants. 

Mr Justice Laws said that a 
regulation used by . the Gov- 
ernment to .block; payments 
iduig legal challenges over 
refits awards -was. legally 
flawed aid that Mr lilley had 
been engaged ta "an illegitimate 
exercise”. 

the ruling was a victory for 
tire Child Poverty Action 
Group, on bebair of Paul 
Sutherland, 18, of Swansea, who 
Is partially blind and a student 
at Aberystwyth University. 

A CEAG legal officer. David 
Thomas, said: “Since the regu- 
lation was introduced in 1992. 
the Secretary of Stale has sus- 
pended benefit in similar cir- 
cumstances In tens of thousands 
of cases. It always seemed to us 
quite wrong that claimants 
should be denied ongoing ben- 
efit - to which they have a le- 
gal entitlement - just because 
a court in another case might 
in the future inteipret the Taw 
differently. 

Mr Lilley was refused leave 
to appeal and will now consid- 
er renewing his application 
direct to the Court of Appeal 

In January last year, Paul's 
mother won a ruling from an 
adjudication officer that Paul 
was entitled to disability 
living allowance for his 
care needs at "the middle rate”. 


The right to that payment had 
been established in an earlier, 
case known as Halliday. But 
payments to Paul were withheld 
while Mr Lilley appealed 
against the Halliday ruling. 

That appeal was lost in (he 
Court of Appeal m June last 
year, but Pauls, full benefit 
entitlement remained 

1 suspended while Mr Lilley took 
his case to the House of Lords. 

That renewed appeal is due 
to be heard in early December 
but Paul is still owed some 
£2,000 in suspended payments. 

Mr Justice Laws said that the 
regulation Mr Lilley had relied 
on (incorporated in the 1987 So- 
cial Security Regulations) was 
outside the law. 

He held that the legislation 
under which the regulation was 
made did noi allow payments to 
be blocked while the courts were 
deciding whether “an award 
ought to be revised now or in 
the future”. 

The judge warned Govern- 
ment minislere: "Where the 
executive has been allowed by 
the legislature to make law, it 
must abide strictly by the terms 
of its delegated authority.” 

Later Mr Justice Thomas 
said: "The Secretary of State has 
used the power he claimed to 
have in over 50JJ00 eases ... The 
effect of this judgment is that 
he didn’t have power to do 
that.” 

JiH Alien-King of the Na- 
tional Federation of the Blind 
said: "It’s a big breakthrough.” 
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news 


Too much 
sex, drugs, 
murder and 
mayhem. 

Frankly Mr 
Bond, you’re 


Liz Hunt 

Health Editor 

James Bond, the world's most 
famous secret agent, has been 
dealt a blow he is unlikely to 
ever recover from, with claims 
that his hard-living, hard- loving 
lifestyle left him licensed to kill 
no one but himself. 

Agent 007, the epitome of 
suave, sophisticated manhood, 
who was lusted after by millions 
of women and became a role 
model for millions men, has 
been revealed as a mentally de- 
ranged, physical wreck, who is 


wreck 


probably impotent, and who 
never recovered from his trau- 
ma-ridden childhood. 

An analysis of Bond's literary 
and early celluloid existence by 
a team of medical experts has 
laid bare a life that has left the 
man so badly shaken and stir- 
crazy that “M“ should be in- 
formed immediately. 
Professor Brice Pitt, of the 
Royal College of Psychiatrists, 
says that the death of Bond's 
parents in a climbing accident 
when he was just 1 1 left scars 
that could never be erased. 
Bond's search for love led him 



Shaken and stirred: Rims depicted a glamorous life for Bond, but medical analysis shows be would now be disturbed and probably impotent 


to lose his virginity in a Paris 
brothel aged 16 but the seeds of 
the sadistic and anti-social mur- 
derous aggression were already 
in place. He murdered his first 
lover, the brothel madam 
Martha Debrandt, a year later. 
Mike Berry, a fbrense clinical 
psychologist, describes Bond 
at this stage os an “emotional- 
ly crifipled Type -A psychopath 
who is suffering from post- 
traumatic and long-term stress". 
He says later repeated blows to 
his head and a reported bout of 
amnesia, suggest that he has 
permanent brain damage. 


Priests to face 
new system of 
church justice 

Wide-ranging reforms proposed in attempt to 
streamline outdated disciplinary procedures 


Andrew Brown 

Religious Affairs Correspondent 

The Church of England is to re- 
place its cumbersome and ex- 
pensive system of church courts, 
whose ancestry goes back before 
the Norman conquest, with 
modem tribunals w hich will 
meet in secret. It will also in- 
troduce a new disciplinary of- 
fence of “gross inefficiency". 

The new courts will enable 
bishops to deal effectively with 
heresy and sexual misconduct: 
the present system, last re- 
formed in 1%3, is so cumber- 
some and expensive that only 
three cases have ever been 
brought under iL 

The reforms proposed yes- 
terday arose from the case of the 
Rev Thomas Tyler, who was 
four times tried and convicted 
of adultery with one of his 
parishioners (twice on appeal) 
and w hose protestations of in- 
nocence cost the church around 
£250.1 Wi. 

A committee chaired by- 
Canon Alan Hawker was set up 
in 1992 to consider streamlin- 
ing the system. While it delib- 
erated, the trial took place of the 
Dean of Lincoln, the Very Rev 
Brandon Jackson, which cost 
the church a lurthcr SIMM Min 


and untold embarrassment be- 
fore he was acquitted of an af- 
fair with Verity Freestone, a 
former verger at the cathedral. 

The most controversial of the 
commission’s recommenda- 
tions. published yesterday, is 
that future trials of his "sort 
should be held in private, unless 
he defendant wishes otherwise, 
though the verdict will always 
be publicly delivered. 

.As the "report makes plain, 
dergy discipline is at present op- 
erated on two levels. About a 
third of English priests work on 
contracts, usually for five to sev- 
en years. They have at present 
little protection against a refusal 
to renew their contracts: the re- 
port mentions the case of the 
Rev Anthony Freeman, a Sus- 
sex priest sacked for deciding he 
no longer believed in God. 
However, had Mr Freeman 
been among the two-thirds of 
clergy whose jobs are held for 
life, under the “freehold sys- 
tem". nothing could have been 
done, said one of the commis- 
sion members.. 

The report suggests that der- 
gy with freehold are presently 
disciplined unofficially, because 
of the inadequacies of the law. 
One ol the main instruments in 
this is a semi-official blacklist 



DAILY POEM 


Splicing Rope 

By Katrina Porteous 

‘It’s simple, hinny Aalye due 
Is bom til ' ends St • lit ' din in t tray. 

Turn towards ye. an' pash away. " 

And the rope-ends knit in a seamless splice 
As Charlie's bony finger* iu-jiv them. 

And i he hut walls creak. Ir. the sandy bight 
The sou rush in <m the rucks, and cleave them. 

Its come to a matter of touch, nor sight. 

In the wars since Charlies father taught him 
tilth fingers fmnvn as if harked with cutch: 

‘Wninvr liked tunin' oner-much. 

Than hard hits stick in your hands, v kna, 

Anua' the tar gits in. y'kna; 

Oohf Bloody murder, till i: hint.' 

Sam painkillers then, ) 'k/:a; 

H live them rubber glows on font.” 

The hut is a safe beat, light from the u ind. 

Harmed by the hot stme. Charlies hand. 

Safe an my shoulder, warm, wvu» vs me 
Ttsdu with the boy on las father's knee. 

Bound by the same yams he spins me. 

'Bom ih enth so th 'diirin't fray. 

Tom towards ye. an push a«w. 

Katrina Pdrteous’s dialect poems of the Northumbrian 
fishermen are published next week by Bloudaxc in her debut 
collection The Lost Music. They written for Charlie Douglas 
(1906-95) a fisherman, and sun of fisherman, from the village 
of Bcadncll in Northumberland "I wanted to haul his memo- 
ries free /Like a string of crecves from the troubled sea”, she 
writes in the poem that bears his name. Commercial trawlers 
have killed the living to be made from small boats along the 
Northumbrian coast. “We're finished hinny. The fishin's deed". 


Dr Beny also questioned why 
it was that 007 avoided close 
relationships, perhaps because 
be was afraid of getting too dose 
to a woman and then losing her 
like he lost his parents. “This is 
a very unstable subject who is 
in desperate need of help. The 
way he bottles up his feeling 
and shows no emotions leaves 
him like a volcano waiting to 
erupt," Dr Berry says in the 
December issue of Mai ’s Health 
magazine, which commissioned 
the Bond analysis. 

Bond's use of amphetamines be- 
fore an assignment - powdered 


Benzedrine in a glass of Dom 
Perignon 1953 champagne was 
his preferred formulation - 
would have done nothing to al- 
leviate his underlying precari- 
ous mental state. Dr Berry and 
Professor Pitt conclude. 

Bond’s addiction to nicotine - 
he worked through 70 a day of 
a high tar, unfiltered brand - 
would have exacerbated his 
dangerous mood swings, ac- 
cording to Martin Jarvis, prin- 
ciple scientist at the Imperial 
Cancer Research Fund. His 
high-cholesterol diet and lack of 
exercise would have added to 


his risk: of heart attack. 

But. perhaps most frightening 
of all is the detail of Bond’s 
drinking habits. On a typical day 
he consumed one “vodka tini" - 
a double Smirnoff vodka and a 
double Martini - a half-bottle 
of champagne, and a cocktail 
comprising vermouth, gin, and 
vodka. On a mission, he would 
add whisky, wines and a mixture 
of bourbons to the brew. 
Andrew McNeil at the Institute 
of Alcohol Studies said this 
was "incompatible with being in 
the secret service and indeed in- 
compatible with being alive". 


It could lead to shrinkage of his 
sexual organs, and impotency. 
However, OOTs sexual exploits 
appear to contradict this view. 
In addition to his visits to broth- 
els, 007 sleeps with around 68 
women a year. He never uses a 
condom, eschews non- pene- 
trative sex, and is exposed to all 
manner of sexually transmitted 
diseases, according to Dr Car- 
oline Bradbeer, a consultant 
genito-urinaxy physician. "I 
would expect that long-term 
damage to his testicles will 
mean he is now probably ster- 
ile and firing blanks," she said. 


Goldflnger 

‘James Bond, with two j 
double bourbons Inside him, ; 
sat in the final departure 
lounge of Miami Airport and 
thought about life and death. 

It was part of his profession 
to kill people.’ 

"Room service? I’d like 
to order breakfast Half a 
pint of orange juice, three 
eggs, lightly scrambled, . 
with bacon, a double portion 
of cafe Expresso with 
cream, toast Marmalade. 

Got It?' 

Thundetball: 

’He had a hangover, a bad 
one, with an aching head 
and stiff joints. When he 
coughed - smoking too much 
goes with, drinking too much 
and doubles the hangover - 
douds of small luminous 
black spots swam across his 
vision like amoebae in pond ' 
water.’ 

The Spy Who Loved Me*. ! 
‘While I busied myseif with j 
the percolator, he opened his 
case and took out a small 
bottle of white pills. He took 
out two and when I gave him 
the coffee he swallowed 
them down. “Benzedrine. 
That’ll keep me awake for 
tonight I’ll fit in some sleep 
tomorrow." ’ 

‘Suddenly there were two 
more hands washing me j 
and a naked body was up 
against mine and t smelled 
the sweat and the gunpowder j 
and l turned and laughed 
up into his grimy face and 
then I was in his arms and 
our mouths met in a kiss 
that seemed as it would 
never end while the water 
poured down and made us 
shut our eyes.’ 


kept at Lambeth Palace, of 
clergy who should not be em- 
ployed for one reason or an- 
other. The commission 
proposes that dergy whose 
names are on this list should in 
future be told of their status and 
of the reasons for iL 

As well as the changes to the 
court system that Canon Hawk- 
er’s commission has proposed, 
it also suggests changes to the 
laws governing clergy conduct. ' 
New offences are to be intro- 
duce to cover doctrinal and 
liturgical errors, and there is to 
be a new scale of punishments, 
ranging from warnings to de- 
frocking. However, the warnings 
under the new system will be 
much more effective than un- 
der the old one, since a breach 
will be prosecuted as contempt 
of court. 

Canon Hawker denied when 
the report us launched that it 
would pul excessive power into 
the hands of bishops. He said the 
new arrangements transferred 
much of the responsibility for the 
prosecution of cases from the 
bishops to independent inquir- 
ers (who would be retired po- 
lice officers or similarly qualified 
laymen) and that they guaran- 
teed greater fairness for cleigy 
accused of misconducL 

Passengers 
sue over 
hurricane 

Passengers on a luxury ship 
haw Issued a writ over the “ex- 
treme discomfort" they suf- 
fered on a hurricane-hit cruise 
to the Caribbean, writes 
Michael Streeter. 

Thirty-eight members of last 
autumn's trip on P&O's £200m 
flagship Oriana claim they suf- 
fered a “ruined holiday" be- 
cause of the weather and 
excessive vibration on board. 

Passengers - who were of- 
fered 20 percent discount on a 
future cruise - also complained 
that the food and entertainment 
were hetow standard, and that 
thev were not warned of the risk 


ImujiyiumWWBm, 


A spokesman for their 
lawyers said: "One major griev- 
ance is that the cruise should not 
have gone to the Caribbean in 
the height of the hurricane sea- 
son or at least the brochure 
should have warned of the like- 
lihood of disruption ... It is in- 
teresting to note that ... the 
Ortana no longer offer* a 
Caribbean cruise in September.” 

A P&O spokesman said: “Ws 

believe there is no claim and we 
will be fighting the action." 
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Anglo-French talks: Major and Chirac to dine at sea as suspected British -beef causes closure of Hard Rock Cafe in Paris 


Cafe crisis 
gives summit 

a bad taste 


Mary Dejevsky 

Bordeaux 

Christopher Bellamy 

Defence Correspondent 

When Jacques Chirac and John 
Major arranged a Franco- 
British summit for today, there 
must haw been one subject 
above all which they wanted to 
keep off the agenda: beef. Con- 
flicts over BSE arc. after ait, one 
of the few issues that cloud one 
of Britain's better bilateral re- 
lationships in Europe. 

It was rather unfortunate, 
then, that on the eve of their 
meeting, beef slid back on the 
menu. 

It was announced yesterday 
that the Hard Rock Cafe in 
Paris had been closed for 15 
days by order of the Paris au- 
thors ies on suspicion of having 
breached the European em- 
bargo on British becL Some 
300kg of suspect meat was 
found in a freezer at tire cafe last 
week. 

The Hard Rock Cafe de- 
scribed the move as “com- 
pletely unjustified" and said 
that it would appeal. Its defence 
Ls that the beef originated in the 
Irish Republic, and was pack- 
aged in Britain, a procedure 
which - it says - is permitted un- 
der the EU embargo, so long as 
the company concerned is on an 


approved list. Its spokesman 
added that only French beef was 
used in the cafe's hamburgers. 

The French authorities had 
initially appeared to be consid- 
ering the cafe’s arguments, but 
changed their mind on Wednes- 
day. when the cafe was or- 
dered to be shut as constituting 
“a serious risk to public health". 

They say that this is the sec- 
ond time the Hard Rock cafe 
has been found with suspect 
meat: a raid in June found 
5UUkg of unlabelied beef- itself 
an offence. This resulted in a 
warning. 

Regardless of the technical- 
ities of the ease, the closure of 
such a high-profile ope radon as 
(he Hard Rock Cafe in Paris 
suggests an attempt by the au- 
thorities to show that' they hre 
enforcing the embargo on 
British beet 

That the cafe is a foreign, 
rather than French, operation 
makes the measure all the more 
popular. So far, it is mostly 
French butchers' shops that 
have becu caught with suspect 
meat, and fined. To target such 
a prime symbol of Anglo-Sax- 
on culture will have been deeply 
pleasing to some. 

Doubtless Mr Major and Mr 
Chirac were trying to avoid the 
subject as they met for dinner 
last night, ahead of today's 



Entente still cordiale: Major and Chirac meet on British 
warship later today amid latest BSE allegations 


more formal talks. After all. 
beef aside, relations between 
London and Paris are excellent. 
The two leaders have roughly 
similiar ideas on Europe, and 
mili tary co-operation between 
Europe's two premier armed 
powers is racing ahead. 

To mark the event, a new 
naval agreement between 
Britain and France was signed 
on board HMS Liverpool, a 
Type-42 destroyer, in Bordeaux 
harbour yesterday. The choice 
of vessel was coincidental, but 
probably apt: Project Horizon, 
an air-defence destroyer now 
under development, is designed 
primarily to defeat air and mis- 
sile attack and is expected to 
form part of European de- 
fences against long-range mis- 
siles in the next century. 

British Secretary of State for 
Defence Michael Portillo and 
his French counterpart, Charles 
Millon, signed the deal under 
which the chiefs of the British 
and French navies - Admiral Sir 
Jock Slater and Admiral Jean- 
Charles Lefebvre - will super- 
vise joint planning of naval 
operations, joint exercises, pro- 
curement, research and devel- 
opment, and the use of joint 
British and French naval forces 
in pursuit of a stronger Euro- 
pean defence component with- 
in Nato and tne Western 
European Union. 

But naval sources yesterday 
stressed the agreement did not 
cover nuclear matters although 
there is co-operation between 
the two countries in deciding 
nuclear strategy and shared 
nuclear patrols 

A Franco- British European 
Air Group , was inaugurated by 
John Major and President 
Chirac on 30 October 1995. Be- 
cause naval operations are cen- 
tred on ships, a fixed 
headquarters Is not needed. 
The Royal Navy said yesterday 
it would mean building on com- 
mon procedures and means of 
communication. 



Locked out: Two employees at the Paris branch of the Hard Rock Caffe peeking behind dosed doors on Wednesday after the city authorities, 
suspecting that contraband British beef was on the menu, ordered its closure for IS days 

British exiles enjoy dass of Bordeaux 


Mary Dejevsky 

Bordeaux 

In the heart of Bordeaux, where 
five of its great avenues join, is 
the Maison du VIn and the In- 
ternational Council of Bor- 
deaux Wine, the co-ordinating 
body for the region’s biggest ex- 
port Believe this if you will, but 
the person who represents this 
most French of industries to the 
outside world, is not French. 

Her origins are Scottish, she 
was educated in England and 
she started her career in the US. 
Fiona Morrison, a straight- talk- 
ing (in two languages) master 
of wine, is, as she describes her- 
self to associates, “the flag car- . 
rier of Bordeaux wine". 

She is also a pillar of the 
British community in Bordeaux, 
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and held up as an example of 
the city's cosmopolitan charac- 
ter - would a foreigner even be 
considered for such a job in 
Paris? - and of the special 
affinity that exists between the 
British and Bordeaux. 


His biggest 
complaint is the 
cost of employing 
other people 


More than 500 years after the 
city fell to the French and the 
English retreated across the - 
Channel, many happily estab- 
lished Britons feel that 300 
years of English rule (1154 to 
1453) left their marie. The Eng- 
lish are judged to have ruled 
with a light hand, encouraged 
trade and helped the city to a 
mercantile pre-eminence that it 
never completely lost. 

Now, there are around 9,000 
Britons resident in the area and 
many more who own second 
homes. Along with the hoteliers, 
the estate agents and the 
builders, there is an adviser to 
French motorways, a couple 
with a paper factory, a fertilis- 
er dealer and a sturgeon farmer 


producing Aquitaine caviar. 
There are lawyers, musicians, 
translators and teachers, and a 
slew of financial and personnel 
consultants. 

These include financial ad- 
visers like Rupert Holdemess, 
who arrived 12 years agp for Na- 
tional Westminster Bank and 
stayed on when the bank pulled 
oul His wife is French, his son 
goes to a French state school. 
But it is die lifestyle that also 
keeps him in France. Would be 
return to the UK? He pauses, 

Ixmdoo’be feftj and tfiecom- 
muting, and the career options. 
“No, fdon’t think I could.” 

Most of his business is with 
the British community, and ex- 
tends well beyond the immedi- 
ate Bordeaux region and that 
traditional: British hunting 
ground, the Dordogne, like 
many of the British business 
people; he has installed his of- 
fice on one of the recent trad- 
ing estates that ring Bordeaux. 

His biggest complaint is the 
cost of employing other people. 
There is a secretarial pool for 
the block; employing full-time 
assistance is too expensive be- 
cause of the charges employers 
must pay. Asked whether he 
would employ more people if 
the charges were lower, fie in- 
sists: “Yes, no doubt about it." 


Only some of tfie British res- 
idents are servicing the British 
community. At least six in the 
Bordeaux area are taking on the 
locals at their own game, with 
a degree of success, if not great 
financial reward. About 30km 


She speaks good 
French but 
curses French 
bureaucracy 


outside Bordeaux to the south, 
in st small settlement called 
CeronSi live. Robert and Sue 
Witts, winemakers. 

She was an investment con- 
sultant and amateur winemak- 
er, he was a barrister, and 10 
years ago - after their respec- 
tive parents had died - they de- 
cided that on a “now or never" 
change of lifestyle. They toyed 
with the idea of Spain, but de- 
cided that if they were going in 
for wine, it had to be France and 
Bordeaux. 

With the good offices of a lo- 
cal French vineyard owner, they 
found the Chateau du Scuil, a 
small, neat chateau with 2J5 
hectares of vines that had been 
leased out to a neighbour. They 


started from scratch, buying all 
the equipment new, and mak- 
ing - as-they admit - mistakes. 
Although Sue Walts speaks 
good French, she curses French 
bureaucracy, saying the goal 
posts, especially on employ- 
ment regulations, seem to 
change just when you think 
everything has been clarified. . 

The business has grown. This 
year, their white Chateau du 
Seuii, estate bottled, won a 
special mention (one of 300 out 
of 20.000} in the prestigious Ha- 
chette Write Guide - a real mark 
of acceptance in the very closed 
and established French wine 
world - and ordeis from (lie 
Cafe Ho organisation. Bui they . 
reckon that there is still some 
way to go before their consid- 
erable investment starts to pay. 
■ Back in Bordeaux just now 
there is an air of expectation in 
the British community. Marks 
& Spencer arc opening their 
first store here in 10 days’ time. 
The British are looking forward 
to buying what Fiona Morrison 
decorously called underwear; 
the Bordelais will be looking for 
conservatively styled cashmere 
and wool to match their bour- 
geois image. Strange though it 
might seem, they ore also look- 
ing Forward to the food: break- 
fast cereals and tea, sandwiches, 
muffins and cakes. 


Give yoijr mijm 

HE BEST CARE POSSIBLE. 

After aee, 
that’s what she 

(EWE YOU. 



Remember when you were a child. The 
grazed knees. The nightmares. The measles. 
Who was always there to look after you? Mom. 
She always took the best care of you she could. 

Now you can do the same for her. 

You can find the best possible nursing home 
for your mum, or indeed any elderly relative, 
simply by calling BUPA CareFinder, the free 
Nursing Home Advisory Service. You wiU talk 
to- sympathetic experienced nurse advisors 
who will analyse your relative's care needs and 
provide you with details of BUPA inspected 
and accredited homes. 

Call 0645 600 300 quoting reference IN3 
local rate to find out more abour this free service, 
which is open to everyone, nor just BUPA 
members. 

m- V BUm Winder j l 
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Oxfam 

Tragedy in 

Eastern Zaire 


It's here: the situation we've been 
warning the world about for two years 
has exploded^ 

Already, one million people are fleeing 
the fighting. It doesn’t matter whether 
they are Hutu, Tutsi, Zairean, or 
Rwandan. Starvation, thirst and disease 
will kill them, even if the bullets don’t. 

With a million souls seeking safety and 
shelter, Oxfam urgently needs money 
to respond to their desperate plight. 
Your help will save lives. 

Give a donation today. 


Yes, I want to help Oxfam’s work in 
Eastern Zaire. Here is my donation ofc I 

J £25 □ £50 O £100 □ £250 □ £ I 


Mr. Mrs. Miss. Ms 


| PlM “ a “ d 0xfam - Room BB01, FREEPOST. 0 xfort 0X2 7BR. I 

I Cfwfit card donations ©01865 I 

I Gxfan UrtWJ Kingdom and Ireland is 
a member of Oxfam international, 
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Toe European Union, the Unit- 
ed States and South Africa ex- 
pressed the w33 Yesterday to 
™ge emergency help for 12 
million refugees in eastern 
"ire, some of whom are al- 
ready dying in the region’s wa- 
teness. volcanic mountains. 

Prance and Spain proposed 
earUer this week to send a 
J.uuu-strong force to the crisis 
zone, comprising about 1,000 
rreneb troops, a somewhat 
smaller Spanish contingent, and 
units from the United Slates 
and other countries. But some 
Of Prance’s EU allies are shrink- 

inrr fm . n * e 


France dismayed at 'spifKtesness', report 


a firm set of political objectives 

and a firm mitirary plan 

Britain vriH be te&hig.ttv 
France about the rote at any 
multinational peacekeeping 
force. “ Wecan i be specific 
about an operation hrowwc 
there isn't an operation yet,” 
sources said. Toe most Hedy 
role fig foreign forces would be 
to secure conidocs for tbc evac- 
uation of casuahies and tbeze- 
turnof r e fi ^ ec g intoRwaoda. 


meet Said last week that the US 

would not send troops to easa- 

ena Zaire, bat was leanmg to- 


for «a emexgpocy aid operation. 

However, US officials con- 
tend that France has not yet 
spelled out in enough detail 
wfrat would constitute a safe 
cor rid or, nor which countries’ 
troops would be involved. 
France’s Foreign Minister, 
Hdrvd de Charette, expressed 


Ranee’s ntovertioo in 1994 for 
enabHr^ Item soldicgwbb had 
slaughtered fcmfldredsof thoo- 
sanos of Rwanda frasis » 
mate tear way safely mto2&oe. 

There are isdiorioes dww 
South Africa, however, may 
pby an important rote is the 
conflict, thefts time abas used 
its post- ap art h eid doni. The 
South African President Nelson 
Mandela has promised to play 
a leading <liuiomati c role in 
peace efforts m central Africa. 

The E anO POta Union jw- 
tenteybadoM plans to se* up ha^ 
mamtarian corridors to 


senders io such a forbidding re- 
gion, now controDed by vanous 
small armies and mflbia*. 

British military and diplo- 
matic sources yesterday said 
Zaire would be a principal top- 
ic of discussion at the Franco- 
Brilish summit today. They said 
t hey w ere unlikely to announce 
a “firm decision” to intervene in 
Zaire after today, but that they 
would not rule it out either. MoD 
sources said they were awaiting 


nial ruler, said its historical m- 
votesneat in Zaire (fonneri y the 
Belgian Congo) meant its 
motives in seodag troops would 
be open to misinterpretation. 

For Fiance’s proposal to take 
effect quickly, k would almost 
certainly need ibcparaczpaikm 
of the United Sates, which 
alone among Western coun- 
tries has eraagfrgiagi m3ftasy 
transport ahcra&forsuch mis- 
sions. The US State Depart- 


a ppare o ttgwfflfagmasofVfeg- 
ero affies to endorse the French 
proposal. ’The mam obstacle s 
the international community’s 
spinekaaess,” he said. 

Is reafity, the problems go 
somewhat deeper. The chief of 
the dominant 'frits fences in 
eastern Zaire, Laurent KabSa, 
is flat no European 

tnxjp6,es9edafy Preach, rfxwJd 
take put ana maKhiationalop- 
eratxKL T&e Itass Maine 


EU devefopmeto nomstersbeki 
day -Jong talks with the world's 
aid ageocy beads in an attempt 
to produce a concerted re- 
sponse. However, political dif- 
ferences between member stales 
over how Europe should be- 
come involved m the region 
stowed any progress at the meet- 
ing, and at the end of the day 
lmnistm toned a general state- 
ment of good intent, which con- 
tained frw practical proposals. 


Mary Braid 

Gisenye 


UGANDA 


They sit amid a sea of blue UN 
tarpaulins, feet bloody and 
bandaged from the five-day 
cross-border trek that war -not 
gentle persuasion - finally per- 
suaded them to male*- 

They are, as yet, extremely 
rare -among the first Rwandan 
Hums to return borne from 
refugee camps set up on Zaire’s 
eastern bonier two years ago af- 
ter the Hutu genocide of 
800,000 of their fellow Ibtsi 
countrymen. 

The path fhic group of 200 
forged through dense forests af- 
ter Estate, the most northerly 
camp, was engulfed by fighting 
between Zairean troops and 
Rwandan-backed rebels, is now 
strewn with bodies of their rel- 
atives and friends. “We did 
not have time to bury the dead,” 
said Hafegeknnana Eliel. 
“There were too many bnBets.” 
The Katale refugees brought the 
first eyewitness accounts of 
Thhindo and Kibamba, camps 


RWANDA 

KW0* 


BURUNDI 


f . ,« tfn , jpg tanzaniaI 

north of Gona, cotoff from UN 
aid sfrice the rebels took on the 
Zairean army 'Thc caiii rot 
deserted when we reached 
them,” said a woman who car- 
ried her young son to Rwanda, 
firing ou rain watec ‘There was 
no food, just dead bodies.” 

The people of Thhindo and 
Kibrariba have turned south- 
west with more than 400,000 
other; refugees to escape the 


fighting and avoid Rwanda. 
Another 300^00 art flapped by 
other fron ts. With the Zairean 
array on fee na, the Rwandan- 
badtod rebels’ mam opposition 
spears tebeHntumffitiaswbo 
ran the camps and master- 
minded the 1994 genocide. 

"They fold ns that tbelbisu 
would murder ns if we came 
back,” said Mr EfieL “But 
when the fi ghting reached the 
camp we bad to make a choice.” 
MrEEd said be wanted to re- 
turn to Rwanda almost from the 
start. ‘ftt first our leaders told 
ua the war -was stffl going on. 
Later we found out tint what 
they said was net so.” 

UN videos aimed at pen- 
saafiag the refhgees to refora 
were shown lh the camps hut 
Hutu kadert firid it was afl pro- 
paganda. “They did not need 
guts to stop us tearing,” said 
Mr Hie i. “Most people were 
scatti. I stayed because myin- 
laws fid not want me to take my 
wife’s chfldren to Rwanda bot 
wifen., the. .started . 

armtodthe icanip, there was ho 


need for farther discussion.’* 

The UN High Commission- 
er for Itefagees continues to 
warn that, though it cannot be 
seen, an enormous humani- 
tarian disaster is underway in 
e as tern Zaire. 

A spokesman, Ray Wilkin , 
son, said ye sterday that the war 
offered fte htoiatiood com- 
munity the opportunity to 
break the hold of the Hutu 
camp militias on the refhgees 
and bring them home to “safe 
corridors” after persuasion 
that Rwanda is sate. ■ 

As they boarded buses yes- 
terday to return to the villages 
they fled two years ago, the 
KatoteTeftifms said they were 
not afraid. But thefr eyes be- 
trayed them. 

Mr EBel said be had been 
treated wefl since Ms return 
three days ago, except for two 
soldkre he met on the journey 
‘'They started kicking me,” he 
said. Then he gave a nervous 
giggle. “They said I should: 
have come home earitec I was 
two years late.” 
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Rank and file: Dissident Khmer Rouge soldiers in their new uniforms during a ceremony to join the Cambodian 
government forces, in the north-western town of Pailin Photograph: Darren VVhrteside'Reuter 
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Heart surgeon 
says Yeltsin is 
no alcoholic 


m 


m 


ft. 


3S&- 




P? 








- > 


#■ 


L* Sr 






t*: 


\ 


V v* 1 . 




.<;■*■] 


Jr 


.F 


. i 


/ 


: r ... 




Keep the Red Flag flying: Russian Communists demonstrating In Moscow yesterday, on the 79th anniversary of the Bolshevik revolution. 
President Yeltsin announced that, in future, 7 November will be known as the ‘Day of Accord and Reconciliation’ Photograph: Ulli Michel/Reuter 


Helen Womack 

Moscow 

Michael De Bakey, the Texas 
heart surgeon who monitored 
Born Yeltsin’s bypass operation 
this week, said yesterday he had 
also examined his liver and 
could refute the widely-held 
view that the Kremlin leader 
was a heavy drinker. “He is 
not an alcoholic," Dr De Bakey 
declared. 

His remarks came in the lat- 
est update on the condition of 
the 65 -year-old President, who 
yesterday took his first steps 
after undergoing a quintuple 
heart bypass on Tuesday. Sur- 
geons said be was recovering 
well and would probably move 
from intensive care to an ordi- 
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EMPTY 


Allow us to fill you in. If you buy 


cavity wall insulation now you'll save 


I nst a n tly. That's £200 off, on the 


spot over the counter, the minute you 


buy it (you can even use your credit 


card.) But the savings don't stop there. 


Once it's installed you could save up 


to a third off all your heating bills. 


And because our BBA/BSI approved 


installers only use insulation made using 


the latest technology we re confident 


ftfl go on saving you money for years 


to come. We'll even give you a 25 year 


guarantee on all the work. If you'd like 


more Information on this Department 


of Environment backed initiative just 


phone 0800 072 0158 or Freepost EST 


Cavity Wall Insulation programme 


Freepost NEA1275, Newcastle -Upon 


Tyne, NE1 1BR and if that doesn't 


convince you to insulate the space 


between your walls, forgive us for 


thinking you must have a little too 


much space elsewhere 
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nary hartal ward today. While 
displaying unprecedented “glas- 
nost” about the health of 
a Kremlin leader, Doctors are 
coy on the subject of whether 
over-indulgence in vodka con- 
tributed to Mr Yeltsin’s prob- 
lems. But as a foreigner, Dr 
De Bakey, 88, evidently felt no 
need to censor himself. 

Mr Yeltsn’s liver and kidneys 
did not look like those of some- 
one who abused alcohol, he 
said. As he resumed normal life, 
the President would be able to 
enjoy a drink. “Hopefully, he’ll 
moderate any excesses be may 
have had. But 1 wouldn't expect 
an occasional experience of 
that kind to have an effect on 
his heart” 

However, ordinary Russians 
may be sceptical about Dr De 
Bakey’s comments. “There’s a 
fine line between alcoholism 
and the broad Russian charac- 
ter,” said one Muscovite, on 
hearing the news. 

Even if he can drink some- 
times, the President will have to 
ent down on salami, a Russian 
favourite, as he has been put on 
a low-fat diet for the rest of his 
life. Dr De Bakey warned 
against letting unhealthy eating 
habits creep tack in. Patients, 
he said, “start off doing pretty 
well, and then they feel better 
and become more normal, and 
die next thing you know they are 
acting like ordinary people”. 

If Mr Yeltsin gives doctors 
cause for concern in the im- 


mediate future, however, it is 
more likely to be over his in- 
sistence on resuming work as 
fast as possible tamer than 
over his dietary disobiedence. 
With political infighting threat- 
ening to break out again at the 
first sign of weakness from Mr 
Yeltsin and restiveness among 
milli ons of workers who have 
not received their wages for 
months, the President is under 
enormous pressure to show 
that be is once more in charge. 

Yesterday he sent a message 
to Russians from bis hospital 
bed, saying he was back at 
work. Tbpxrveit.be marked the 
79th anniversary of the Bol- 
shevik Revolution by decreeing 
that 7 November wfll remain a 

E ublic holiday, but henceforth 
e known as the Day of Accord 
and Reconciliation. “People 
are still divided into Reds and 
Whites, us and them.” be said. 
“It is time to turn the page. Rus- 
sja-is indivisible and we must be 
together.” 

His appeal cut little ice with 
Communist opponents who, 
prevented from inarching 
across Red Square as in Soviet 
times, gathered instead near the 
Bolshoi Theatre to air their eco- 
nomic grievances. Their leader, 
Gennady Zyuganov, said the 
23-bour transfer of power to 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin on the day of the 
President's operation had made 
Russians “a laughing stock in 
the eyes of the world”. 


Tasmanian 
admits gun 
massacre 


Robert IMOfikan 

Port Arthur 

Relief swept across the island of 
Tasmania yesterday when Mar- 
tin Bryant, the man who mas- 
sacred 35 people at Port Arthur 
six months aim, pleaded guilty 
in court to att charges against 
him over the world’s biggest 
mass shooting by a lone gun- 
man. 

Staff at Port Arthur, the 
19th-century prison for trans- 
ported British convicts, which is 
now one of Australia’s chief 
tourist attractions, could bare- 
ly contain their emotions when 
file news came through. 

They opened bottles of 
champagne, donned party hats 
and dosed their doors early to 
hold a celebratory barbecue 
on the lawn by the seafront 
where they had watched in 
honor on Sunday, 28 April 
as Bryant stalked through the 
crowded site, armed with two 
semi-automatic weapons, 
shooting tourists and Port 
Arthur employees at random. 

Bryant, 29, admitted to 72 
charges over the Port Arthur 
kfflings when he appeared in the 
Tasmanian Supreme Court in 
Hobart, for the start of what was 
expected to be an agonising tri- 
al, at which hundreds of wit- 
nesses were due to be called to 
relive the horrors of modern 
Australia’s worst massacre. 

Only two months ago, he had 
pleaded not guilty to the same 
charges. Bryants lawyer re- 
signed soon afterwards. 

The unemployed Hobart 
man, with long blonde hair, said 
to be a millionaire from inher- 
ited money and property , 
smirked and laughed as he 
stood in the dock yesterday, 
shielded by bullet-proof glass, 
and answered “Guilty” to each 
of the charges. People in the 
public gallery wept. Some rel- 
atives and friends of the victims 
fled sobbing from the court 

After Bryant’s dramatic 
change of plea, John Avery, his 
new lawyer, said: “We have 
been doing a lot of talking over 
the last few weeks. 2 am grati- 
fied that the right decision has 
now been made.” Mr Justice 
Cox, Tasmania’s chief justice, 
will sentence Bryant on 19 No- 
vember. The judge issued an 
edict to staff at Port Arthur not 
to comment until he hands 
down his sentence. 

Btti the reaction was already 
clear. “We’re immensely re- 
lieved,” said David McDon- 
ald, a tour guide. “We were 
dreading the anguish of going 
through all this m court again. 
Now we can try to get batik to 
normal.” Walter Mikac, a phar- 
macist whose wife and two 
young daughters were among 
those whom Bryant murdered, 
said Australia must now turn its 


attention to tightening its gun 
laws so that a similar massacre 
never happens again. 

Since the Port Arthur mas- 
sacre, Australians have surren- 
dered more than 130.000 guns 
under an amnesty introduced as 
part of a bid to reform the coun- 
try’s lax firearms laws. The 
weapons are crushed or cut in 
two before the owner's eyes, 
then tossed into an ever- 
increasing stockpile of scrap 
metal The federal government 
in Canberra has taxed every 
Australian to buQd a fund of 
AJ500,000 (£250,000) to com- 
pensate gun owners under the 
amnesty, which runs until next 
October. 

Gun laws are the province of 
Australia's six stales. Their no- 


fi 


Bryant: Worst mass killing 
(n Australian history 

torious reluctance to tighten 
their laws was shattered by Port 
Arthur, and most states have 
since introduced legislation to 
ban semi-automatic, military- 
style weapons of the type that 
Bryant, and gunmen in earlier 
mass shootings in Sydney and 
Melbourne, used. Tasmania, 
which once had the weakest 
laws, now has some of the 
toughest. Almost 10,000 banned 
guns have been surrendered in 
that state. 

However, the surrendered 
guns are thought to be the lip 
of an iceberg. Estimates of the 
number of guns in Australia 
range from four to 10 million. 
The rural-based gun lobby is 
urging people to bury their 
guns rather than hand them in. 
And the Australian Coalition 
for Gun Control has criticised 
the new laws for still allowing 
large-scale and semi-automat- 
ic pistols, of the type Britain has 
banned since the Cullen report. 

Roland Browne, the coali- 
tion's deputy chairman, said in 
T a smani a yesterday: “Our new 
gun laws have brought us up to 
the point that Britain was at be- 
fore the CHlen report Australia 
should draw on the Dunblane 
experience to minimise the 
availability of guns.” 
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Christopher is first to leave Clinton’s team 



new tocfe^ 


Rupert Cormvea 

Washington 

Byrnstretdioftfaeimawnatinn 

conld be be called agreaisec- 

retaiy of state -a Marshall, an 
Acheson, a JGsanger. Bw if tfifi- 
gence and self-effacing decen- 
cy were the sole requirements 
of his trade, then Warren 
Christopher would have ao 
equal. 

Yesterday, Bill Clinton was 
due to take his leave of his faith- 
ful retainer in a Rose Garden 
ceremony at the White House. 
As Tong expected, the 71-year- 
old Mr Christopher is the' first 
of at least four Cabinet mem- 
bers to depart the Administra- 
tion after the President’s re- 
election, and return to his law 
practice in Los Angeles. 

Deputy Secretary erf State un- 
der President Jimmy Carter, 
and bead of Mr Clinton’s tran- 
sition team after the 1992 elec- 
tion, Mr Christopher was the 
obvious choice for the State De- 
partment. But despite his end- 
less travelling and infinitely 
patient negotiating, he will be 
remembered more lor his crisp- 
ly cut suits and rfachrng ties than 
for his diplomatic achievement. 

He has devoted huge 
amounts of time and energy to 
the Middle Hast- Yet despite 
constant visits to the region, 
complete with more than a 
dozen meetings with President 
Assad of Syria, and separate 
peace treaties between Israel 
and the PLO, and Israel and 
Jordan. Yet the region is ar- 
guably more dangerous today 
than in 1993, and an overall set- 
tlement further away than ever. 

Richard Holbrooke, not Mr 
Christopher, was architect of the 
1995 Bosnia settlement. Mr 
Christopher has largely dele- 
gated Nato and Russian policy 
to his deputy. Strobe Thlbott, 
and has neglected China. To his 
credit, he has presided over a 
harmonious natinnal security 
team, unscarred by the fending 
between the White House and 
State Department that marked 
the Nixon and Carter adminis- 
trations. 


His personal cjrifity aadcoo- 
cem far staff are lcgepday." 
this dour North Dakotan 
not shone as a £o 
salesman and has lacked ciout 
in Congress to fcp& off heavy 

cuts in 

and 



_ ibeoffexedmiesignjfx^Mr 
Oimon insisted he stay oe. 

Yesterday, George Mftrhrl^, 
the former Senate . majority; ; 
leader and peace envoy fofre- ; 

to succeed him, thank* 

on _ , 

BSAs£ 
bassador to the howev- 
er, very much Jaibe frame, as 
is the outgomg Georgia. Sena- 
tor, 

Richard 



equally plausible replacements 
for the Defense Secretary. 
WiDiain Peny, wbopJans to step 
down early in the new term. 
Other departing top officials 
are expected to tacfcaK Federico 
Plena, Transportation Secretary; 
Mickey Kantor, Commerce 
Secretary; Hazel O’Leary. En- 
ergy Secretary and LeonRanet- 
ta. the White House chief of 
staff. The first replacements 
conld be announced fay Mr 
Clinton as early as today. 

The impending Cabinet re- 
shuffle has now assumed such 
dimensions that Mr Qinton 
has postponed bis holiday in 
Hawaii next week. Quick ap- 
pointments are essential if he is 
to keep up the. momentum of 
to re-election, and notallow at- 
tention to refbens on such em- 
barrassments as foreign Demo- 
cratic campaign contributions. 

Yesterday cM bring one boon 
for Mr Qmton - the announce- 
ment by Republican Senator Al- 
foose D’ Amat o of New York 
that bis Senate Ranking Com- 
mittee would hold no farther 
hearings on Whitewater, leav- 
ing die pumritof that financial 
contr ove rs y ^ the hands of the 
special prosecutor, Kenneth 
Stair, who is expected to seek 
new indictments, possibly of 
White House staff, soon. 



Welcome home: Warren Christopher, the outgoing US Secretary for State, smiles after being praised by Bill 
Cgntbn a speech In the garden of the White House, in Washington DC, yesterday Photograph: Mike Theiler/Reuters 


Broadcaster’s gaffe puts 
candid views on camera 


Rupert Cornwell 


David Brinkley, the doyen uf 
American television current af- 
fairs journalists, was to how in 
glazy out this weekend with i he 

coup for his Sunday 
morning talk *how - a one-oo- 
cnc interview with the President 
of Ihe United States. He may 
stiH gst his interview, and it will 
certainly make good watching. 
But not for the original reason 
intended. 

Gariy on Wednesday morn- 
ing, with Bill Clinton's victory 
koawn foe hours, the host of 
This Week tilth tknid Bfinkhv 
gathered with other members of 
ABC's election coverage team 
for some final reflections on the 
night. Mr Brinkley, however, 
scerned to think the session was 
off camera. 

“ivwnr years of wit. poetry, 
musk, love and affection." was 
his sarcastic assessment id a sec- 
ond O inton term, “plus more 
goddamned nonsense.” The 
President s victory speech in Lit- 
tle Rock a few minutes earlier 
had been “one of the worst 
things I’ve ever heard ... total- 
ly unnecessary. M 

Twice his colleagues tried to 
warn him he was on the air. hut 
the 76-year-old Mr Brinkley 
ploughed on. Unlike hr* fellow 
broadcasters, Mr Clinton was 
not creative: “He has not a cre- 
ative bone in his body. There- 
fore he’s a bore, and always will 
be a bore." 

Unfortunately this eternally 
tedious politician had agreed a 
few days earlier to the This Week 
interview, the first after his re- 


election and intended .is :i *pc 
ci:il honour to m.uk the retire 
menl of j m.m him h.is been a! 
ihe iop nf his businew .limits; 
since it began. 

In N5r», he w.r. picked hv 
NBC to enter Ihe Ei*enhower 
ami Stevenson nominating!,) in- 
ventions. Shortly llieieatlec frv- 
jun the HhniH’s-HrmUrt to ;* v? 
that made him a household 
name alnnn<t i. » m.iuh the jver • 
less Walter Cionkile 

Todav he is ihe List .icmc 


‘Clinton has not 
a creative bone 
in his body. 
Therefore he’s a 
bore and always 
will be a bore’ 


prutt if inner from a TV gener- 
ation that include d Mr 
Cronkite, his former partner 
Chet Hunt lev, and the Luc 
John Chancellor. 

Vcstcrd.iv, the White Vlonw 
had nut yet decided whether 
to go ahead w itli Ihe 
interview, which would oiler 
the ulumaie cnntr.Lsi m titles. 
Mr Brinkley is celebrated tor hr* 
dry. terse and increasingly 
cranky style. Mr Clinton is 
charming, effusive. and prone 
to talk as if there were no 
tomorrow. 

Whatever else lie may be, he 
is rarely boring. 


mission blasts off to investigate life on Mars 



Ma r cia Dunn 

Associated Press 


Cape Canaveral — A US spacecraft 
je^mfayadatfctdoDa^OOouBkH- 
mSe, 10-taouth journey to Mars, the 
finistepmadecade-iong effort to de- 
texnrine whether there has ever been 
life on the planet. 


The Delta rocket Is carrying the 
Mars Global Surveyor, to replace a Mars 
probe that mysteriously disappeared 
three years ago. It should reach Mars 
in September 1997 and, after six 
months of Into a mapping or- 
fu^Vgin oniimking the Martian sur- 
face and atmosphere. 

“It’s the beginning of a long 


sequence of missions ultimately' whose 
goal most be to determine whether 
or not life was ever on Mars or even 
perhaps exists now.” said Wesley 
Huntress Jr, the head of Nasa. 

The Globed Surveyor is the first of 10 
US spacecraft to be sent to Mars over 
the nest decade. It is the long-await- 
ed successor to Nasa’s last Mars 


probe, the Mars Observer, which 
never reached its destination. 

Nasa expects to launch a pair of rel- 
atively inexpensive spacecraft to Mars 
every two years until 2005. including 
a robotic mission to r et ur n Martian 
soO and rocks to Earth that should set- 
tle the debate over life on Mars. 

The Global Surveyor, made mostly 


from left-over parts, from Ihe Mots Ob 
server, will scout for ftiture Undin; 
spots. The total mission cost Is $230m 

The Mars Pathfinder will follow o 
2 December and. If all goes well, Ian 
on the planet on 4 July 1997. 

As for sending humans, that wil 
have to wait until at least the sccom 
decade of the next century. 
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Ageing heavy industries are poisoning 
a nation, writes Teresa Poole 



Xian — China has earned out 
a blitz on township industries 
which pollute the country, 
forcibly dosing nearly 50,000 
small factories. Paper mills, 
tanneries and dve factories were 
among the main offenders, ac- 
cused of sluicing out chemical 
waste into rivers and drinking 
water supplies. 

The National Environmental 
Protection Agency had set 1 Oc- 
tober as a deadline for township 


enterprises to clean up or face 
shut-down. The agency claims 
that by the middle of last 
month, 49,735 polluters had 
stopped operating, even though 
"several" local governments 
had not yet complied with the 
order. 

Pollution in China has 
reached crisis levels, the com- 
bination of ageing dirty heavy 
industries and a decade of 
breakneck economic develop- 


At risk: Chinese schoolchildren from Lanzhou, in Gansu province, wearing masks to: protect against heavy pollution from nearby Industrial plants 


Photograph: AP 


men t which has given scant re- 
gard to environmental conse- 
quences. For years, Chinese 
leaders have paid lip-seivice to 
environmental protection, pass- 
ing a host of new laws but do- 


ing little in terms of enforce- 
ment A third of the country is 
affected by acid rain. 

While environmentalists 


have welcomed the latest factory 
closures as evidence that Chi- 


na was finally taking firm action 
on pollution, they pant oat that . 
the measures only targeted 

town-shi p industries an d dM nri r 
touch the worst offenders - 
large state-owned enterprises. 


In industrial Xian, for ex- 
ample, one of China's most 

pntiiirwl prr winriHl rap’lak and 

wefl-known to Western tourists 
as the home of Emperor Qin- 
sinhnang's t err ac otta anqy, this 
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latest crackdown dosed a mere 
216 small factories. This will 
havea footed impact on air pol- 
lution and contaminated water 
caused by old textile, machine- 
processing and chemical facto- 
ries and power plants. 

Xian’s pollution has readied 
imperial proportions. From a 
high-rise window, visibility is 
only about half a mile on a win- 
ter morning. The smog is worst 
in the west of the city, where 
chemical and power industries 
me concen t rated. In the market 
next to the Xian San De Med- 
ical Chemical Brandi factory, a 
woman said: "When it is going 
to rain, the air goes very thick 
and things get vague. You can't 
see a person very far away." 

The figures are terrifying. 
According to Song Zhongjian, 
thevice-duectoroftberiiy’sEn- 
vironmental Protection Bureau, 
every month 25 tonnes of dust 

fells per square kilometre, most 


to rise to 540 mi Dion tonnes by 
2/100, and BOO million tonnes ty 
2010 . " : 

Xian is a typical Chinese 


smokestack city. Its 6.7 million 
residents and the city’s industry - 


residents and the city’s industry 
burn 5 million tonnes of coal a 
year. Industrial use is high but 
domestic consumption is a also 
major factor. Ran Canli, 80, 
said: "Along my corridor, every 
household has a coal-fired 
stove, and when wc cook, there 
is a lot of smoke and dust" Less 
then one in seven households 
uses gas-fired heating. 

The government knows the 
answers to these problems, but 
cannot afford them. The official 
estimate is that China will have 
to spend 450bn yuan (£36bn 
pounds) over the next five years 
in an environmental clean-up. 
Xian, richer than other cities be- 
cause of its tourist industry, is 


mewed out from Xian’s coal- 
fired industry and domestic 


fired industry and domestic 
heating systems. The annual 
output of sulphur dioxide has 
reached 190,(K)0 tonnes; mean- 
while, 80 per cent of Xian’s do- 
mestic waste water flushes 
straight into the rfyer system. 

Yet Xian, the capkal of inland 
Shaanxi province, is by no 
means the worst in China; in an 
official 1994 survey, it was 
placed 14th on the list of most 
polluted Chinese cities. Across 
Ojna, the main problems are 
industrial waste and an over- 
whelming reliance on coal, 
which provides three-quarters 
of the country's energy re- 
sources and electricity. Coal 
consumption, currently at 420 
minio n tonnes a year, is forecast 


July three-quarters of residents 
should be connected to [he sys- 
tem. A new waste-water treat- 
ment factory is being built and 
by 2,000, Xian wants to be 
treating half domestic outflows. 

A day in Xian is almost gu ar- 
anteed to produce a blinding 
headache, and even some of the 
locals are ramplanfing fin die 
way to the airport, the taxi dri- 
ver said it was worst in the ear- 


ly evening. "In the rush hour, 
the cars raise th&dust on the 


the cars raise th&dust on the 
road, and the smoke from the 
factories floats everywhere. In 
the winter, after it has snowed, 
you can see dark small particles 
in the snow. I am worried, but 
1 can’t do anything about it be- 
cause 1 live here" 


significant shorts 


Danish PM M hopes fade 
survives ir Romanian 
Rushdie row President 


Denmark’s minority 
government survived a 
dispute over a visit by 
Salman Rushdie that nearly 
brought it down. Parties 
which would have held 
casting votes in a threatened 
no-confidence vote said the 
Prime Minister, Pool Nyrup 
Rasmussen, was inept but 
not pursuing a hidden 
agenda, as they had feared. 
Rushdie was told he could 
not come to receive a prize 
because his safety could not 
be guaranteed. The 
government then backed 
down. Copenhagen - Beuter 


Bhutto allies 
booted out 


President Farooq Leghari of 
Pakistan sacked the 
legislature of Sindh 
province. It is believed he 
will dismiss all four 
provincial assemblies, two of 
which, including Sindh, were 
controlled by the Pakistan 
People's Party of Benazir 
Bhutto, the Rime Minister, 
who was removed from 
office earlier this week. 
Islamabad- AP 


The chances that the 
Romanian President, Ion 
Qiescu, would be 
re-elected suffered a serious 
setback when his challenger 
in a second-round run-off 
vote, Emil Constantxnescu, 
received the formal backing 
of the former prime 
minister Petre Roman. 

Mr Cons tan tinescu and Mr 
Roman, who came second 
and third in Sunday’s first 
round of the presidential 
contest, collectively 
command far more support 
than Mr Diescu, who is a 
former Communist If 
elected, Mr Co nstan tinescu 
has promised to speed up 
economic reforms, cut taxes 
and press harder for 
Romania’s early entry to the 
European Union 
and Nato. 

Adrian Bridge 


Milosevic told 
to extradite 


Indian storm 
toll put at 234 


The toll from a cyclone that 
hit India’s main agricultural 
state of Andhra Pradesh on 
Wednesday rose to 234 and 
may climb. Most deaths 
were due to flooding, house, 
collapses and electrocutions. 
Hyderabad- Rader 


Beriin fells fix- 
last bit cf Wall 


Several segments of the. 
Berlin "Wall, the victim of 
souvenir hunters and 
developers, may be saved for 
posterity as a political 
symbol and tourist 
attraction. Berlin - Beuter 


war suspects 

The top United States 
human-rights envoy warned 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic of Serbia to 
extradite war-crime 
suspects or face further 
political .and economic 
isolation. Assistant Secretary 
of State John Shaituck said 
he told Mr Milosevic "that 
international financial 
assistance and access to the 
international organisations 
.. . depends on much more 
co-operation with the 
International Wir Crimes 
Tribunal". Mr Shatteck said 
Mr Milosevic had provided 
access for foreign visitors to 
some known sites of massive 
Bosnian Serb war crimes, 
like Srebrenica in eastern 
Bosnia, and allowed the 
opening of the tribunal’s 
office in Belgrade 
this summer. 

“But I made dear to him 
that was not enough.” Mr 
Shattudc told reporters. 
Belgrade— AP 
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MEPs. f™ 

Klaus Hansch, the president 
01 *n* pariiaraem, yesterday 
endorsed proposals to har- 
nwnKe salaries for the 626 
Strasbocrg MEPs as a prelude 
to any reform of the widely 

abused expenses system. 

Harmonisation 
cf salaries and 
restrictions on 
expenses are 
likely to benefit 
‘low-paid’ British 

British MEPs are paid the 
same salaiy as their Westmin- 
ster counterparts: £42,000 a 
year, which is about a quarter 
of the sums paid to Italian or 
German MEPS, the top earners. 

“A angle wage is the atm,” Mr 
Hansch told reporters after a 
meeting of party leaders sum- 
moned to launch the tentative 
first steps towards an overhaul 


of the generous petto regime 
which some MEPis abuse, tak- 
ing home twice or three thnw 
what they earn in base pay. 

The latest move to reform thf 
gravy-train image of the Stras- 
bourg assembly comes after an 
expose ty the FIV documentary 
programme The Big Story of 
some of the practices which 
have brought the European 
Parliament into disrepute. ' 


iog on for their £I75-®5S5 
1 "cal and accomnudatioft %£ 
lowance but - thmifcavmr gfcX 
budding to return; homer 
One of those cm&a on cam-' 
era was a DamtfMH; ftfo, 
iversen, who has-been spear- 
heading calls for a 
on wage and framf - ' 

Hie film has prompted an 
oatoy in Denmart, tfao 
former prime ministe r »nd 
Christian Democrat (conscrv- 
ame) MEPTta! ScUoter is cafi- 
mg for ratfical ents in travel and 
daily allowances. - 

Mr HSnscfa mosbodyestenfay 
that only a small minority of 
MEPs were gu3ty of mfede- 
meanours and be rejected at- 
tempts to tar the tojtilniion with 
the same brush. 

He ad m itted however that 
the pariiameiu at present <fid 
not have the power to efisapfine 
those on the fid die. 

He also defended the prac- 
tice of MEPs absenting them- 
selves from debates or wtes on 

Fridays. “People most travel 
back to their constituencies 

and discuss things with the cit- 
izens. That is parr of the job of 
an MEP.” 

Dismissing suggestions of 
widespread firaud/tie hinte d 
that the Big Story may have 
been sponsored by Euro-scep- 
tic elements in Britain. 

Its accusations “fit splendid- 
ly” he said with the camp aign 


** wottfe"4faat this 
>HfaeEfei business pr ac tice was 
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vfio feet they need to be oom- 
; P*3WPri Vm allowances". 

. jflifly more to harmonise 
.salaries is Sleety however 10 
a bckbBbar national 
kvd, at.it modSd lest* in some 
countries, soch as Ireland, hi 
MEPs waning move than (he 
prime minister. The tax ndes 00 

expenses have traditionally 

been seen u a way of xBowmg 
the lower-paid deputies to re- 
cfaewthcmbi^dfacskdpatioo 
they suffer on wdarte*. • • - 
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the Referendum Party leader, 
Sir James Goldsmith. 

The Socialist group, which 
represents 200 MEPS, yesterday 
listed specific reforms that they 
w3J hack, such as asking MEPs 
to produce airline tickets before 
they can be Yemfomaed for 
travel. - * 

The Socialist deputy leader, 
Hedy d ’Ancona, said it was 
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obituaries / gazette 

William 
Forrest 


William Forrest was the last of 
the great Fleet Street foreign 
correspondents; the final echo 
from that school of remarkable 
reporters who, along with Hem- 
ingway, Arthur Koesder and 
company, covered the Spanish 
Civil war with pencils and note- 
books and cables filed from 
postal depots under shell-fire, 
long before the electronic rev- 
olution brought warfare into our 
sitting rooms. 

Forrest was there, on the 
ground, when Hitler's and Mus- 
solini's dive bombers devastat- 
ed Guernica to help General 
Franco's Fascist armies. He was 
listed by Franco, personally, as 
a “wanted man" and, had he 
been caught by the Fascists, 
would certainly have been shot. 
Butthey didn’t catch Willie For- 
rest. This diminutive, slightly 
built, soft-spoken Scot had a 
pedigree of toughness that was 
wholly concealed by his warm 
friendly charm. 

Reporting the Spanish Civil 
Whr originally for Lord Beaver- 
brook’s Daily Express. Forrest 
was with the Republican forces 
shortly after the outbreak of 
fighting in 1936. His accounts 
of that bloody war were con- 
stantly on the front page. For- 
rest was a Communist Party 
member before he went to 
Spain and he never had any 
doubts as to which side he was 
on; with or without a rifle he was 
an anti-FascisL He was so an- 
gered by the failure of the 
Western powers (and Britain in 
particular) to support the Re- 
publican cause against Franco 
that he returned to London in 
1937 wiLhout the approval of his 
newspaper to plead the cause of 
the Republicans and. in partic- 
ular, to lobby Parliament for 
desperately needed medical aid 
supplies. Years later, he insist- 
ed that this action was the one 
of which he was most proud. 

But Bcavcrbrook took a dif- 
ferent view and denounced him 
for iL Forrest resigned from the 
Express and walked across Fleet 
Street to join the News Chroni- 
cle. which already had a corres- 
pondent covering the Spanish 
war- Arthur Koestler. With For- 
rest as a reinforcement the New 
Chronicle team in Spain became 
the most accomplished of all 
from the British press. On one 
occasion when Koestler was 
jailed by Franco's troops Forrest 
helped to rescue him and almost 
certainly saved his life. 

That was a period when the 
News Chronicle under the edi- 
torship of Gerald Barry re- 
flected. more than any other 
national newspaper, the liber- 
al. radical conscience of a 
Britain in terrible torment 
about the growth of fascism in 
Nazi Germany. Mussolini's Italy 
and Francos’ Spain. The Daily 
Herald . the Manchester Guar- 
dian and the Observer were 
also marshalled behind that 
banner - but not to the degree 
of the News Chronicle. 

With the outbreak of the 
Second World War Forrest was 
an established roving corre- 
spondent throughout Europe. 
Indeed he was actually on the 
spot when Hitler's Wchrmachl 
invaded Poland in 1939, just 
managing to file a piece and es- 
cape from being captured, via 
Romania. Then came the Rus- 
so-Finnish war - and with it his 
break from the Communist 
Party. Though he remained a 
deeply committed socialist to 
the end, his experiences cover- 
ing the Soviet invasion of Fin- 
land - which Stalin justified later 
by claiming it was vital to pro- 
tect Soviet frontiers and border 
defences - disillusioned him. 


Forrest covered the retreat 
from Dunkirk, then the Eighth 
Amy's Desert campaign (where 
he was wounded at Tbbrtik), the 
Allied landings in Sicily and 


the Rhine crossing and the 
of Berlin. He was already a 
prodigious linguist - self-taught 
in the main - speaking Russian, 
Arabic. Greek, Hebrew, French 
and German, and his grasp of 
military strategy, indeed the 
whole cunning of warfare, was 
the equal of any general In 1946 
Forrest was appointed an OBE. 

Not that this wee lad from the 
outskirts of Glasgow was ever 
concerned with the baubles. 
Forrest was authentic Scottish 
working-class. His father had 
been in the drinks trade until his 
mother, a formidable woman of 
early Communist conviction, 
persuaded him that this was im- 
moral and certainly improper for 
a socialist. So Willie's father be- 
came a labourer on a wage 
barely enough to keep the Fbr- 
rcst family of five in basic food. 
Young Willie delivered bread 
and newspapers before going to 
school each morning and 
brought home five shillings. He 
left school at 15 with a choice 
of three jobs: working for a coal 
merchant at 10 shillings a week, 
a job at a floor mill at seven 
s hillings or employment as a 
copy boy at the Glasgow Herald 
at five shillings and ninepence. 

Forrest’s mother advised him 
to take the copy boy job. But 
when Forrest was taken to see 
the editor of the Herald the 
great man looked at the boy and 
said: “Start on Monday as a sub- 
editor" (there was a great short- 
age of journalists in Glasgow 
because of war recruitment in 
1917). So Forrest was literally 
press-ganged into journalism. 

In the post-war years from 
1946 onwards Forrest continued 
as a foreign correspondent, 
first as the News Chronicle’s res- 
ident man in Paris, but also rov- 
ing about Europe, and then as 
the papers Chief Diplomatic 
Correspondent. For many years 
his record as a former Com- 
munist meant that he was 
barred entry into the US and 
when that was finally relaxed 
Forrest's sardonic comment 
was that he appreciated Amer- 



Forrest pecBgree of toughness 

iea for three things: apple pie, 
iced water and soft toilet paper. 

Willie Forrest never official- 
ly retired from journalism. In his 
late eighties be still contributed 
to the international periodical 
Gemini and regularly broad- 
cast for the BBC World Service. 
When the James Cameron 
Memorial Trust awarded him 
the first Emeritus presentation, 
without a note Willie, then just 
turned 90, held us all enthzalled 
with an account of his coverage 
of the Spanish Civil TOir. 

Geoffrey Goodman 

William Downie Forrest, jour- 
nalist: bom 21 March 1902 ; 
married (one son); died 28 Oc- 
tober 1996. 



An exdtfrig artist’s medium: Richard Hamilton’s Adonis In Y-tronts (1962-63), acreenprint and 


printed by Prater 


Chris Prater 


In 1957, Chris Prater and his 
wife Rose, with a working cap- 
ital of £30, went into business 
as commercial screeoprinters. 
Rose's maiden name was Kel- 
ly, so they combined it with 
Prater, and called the workshop 
Kelpra Studio. Inside a decade, 
the brilliantly inventive images 
that Prater printed for marry of 
Britain's most famous artists had 
won his workshop an interna- 
tional reputation. 

Prater grew up in Battersea 

wanting to be an artist, and could 

not remember a time when he 
did not draw or paint. As his fa- 
ther was a cripple however, he 
went out to work as soon as he 
was 15, and it was as teaboy to 
a signwriter that he first saw 
screenprints being made. 

During the Second World 
\%r. he served in the infantry, 
then as a troop-carrying glider 
pilot, until his legs were ngured 
in a crash. After the war, he won 
a scholarship to ait school, but 
when his first wife complained 
that she would not be able to 
manage on the grant, he took 
a job as a telephone engineer. 
But he also studied drawing and 
etching five nights a week at the 
Working Men’s College. 

In 1951 he went on a three- 
month government training 
scheme and became a screen- 
printer. During the next six 


years -a period of tremendous 
growth in the industry- Prater 
worked for nearly every firm in 
London. Wonderfully adept at 
stencil cutting, he was soon en- 
thralled by the effects that could 
be achieved with relatively sim- 
ple equipment. Indeed, when he 
first set up Kelpra Studio in a 
single room in Kentish Town, he 
worked on a kitchen table, cov- 
ered his screens with silk scraps 
Rose had stitched together, and 
dried the prims on racks they 
had made of plaster lath. 

Although he made “2d Off" 
signs whenever finances re- 
quired it, mudi of Prater’s com- 
mercial work involved posters 
for arts organisations. In 1959 
this brought him into contact 
with Gordon House, a painter 
and graphic designer, who 
made Kelpra’s first artist’s print 

House enthused so much 
about Prater’s skill, that Rich- 
ard Hamilto n, Frinarrin Pao- 
lozzi, Joe TDson and Richard 
Smith were quick to beat apath 
to Kelpra’s door. By 1963, 
Hamilton, who had already 
made the seminal adonis in Y- 
fronis with Prater’s help, sug- 
gested to the Institute of 
Contemporary Ans that it spon- 
sor an inexpensive portfolio. 

Published in 1964, the 24 
artists who were introduced to 
screenpiinting as a result in- 


cluded Gillian Ayres, Peter 
Blake, Patrick Caulfield, Ber- 
nard Cohen, Robyn Denny, 
David Hockney, Howard Hodg- 
kin, ADen Jones, RJB. Kitaj, Vic- 
tor Pasmore, Peter Phillips, 
Bridget Riley and William Tnm- 
bulL Many went on to make ma- 
jor graphic portfolios every bit 
as important as pafntingc — 
TDson s Five Senses, Paotozzfs 
As is When , Kitaj’s Mahler Be- 
comes Poiitics-Bcisbol, Riley’s 
Nineteen Greys. 

The rich deposit of colour left 
by screenprinting suited the 
precise requirements of Con- 
structivist tendencies, while its 
capacity to recycle image* from 
the mass media by means of 
photo-technology was relished 
by Fop artists. In 1965, an out- 
raged official ax the Paris Bi- 
ennale des. Jeunes tried to 
segregate Kelpra’s work from 
traditional “hand-made’' prints 
- But it was like Canute trying 
to turn back the tide. In 1967, 
Prater employed in-house the 
resourceful cameraman, Den- 
nis Francis. He showed artists 
how the grain of a film or a ma- 
nipulated half-tone dot could . 
turn the camera into a creative 
fool, and pioneered techniques 
not seen m printed art before. 

In June 1970, the Aits Coun- 
cil exhibition “Kelpra Prints” at 
the Hayward Gallery revealed 


the enormous vitality of British 
priutnaking. In the early 1970s, 
through the initiative of Alas- 
tair (now Lord) McAlpine, 
Prater donated 1,500 prints to 
the Tkte, to help found its oon- 


gallery celebrated the gift with 
a major exhibition in 1980, and 
Prater was appointed OBE. 

By this time, however, Rose, 
who had long been 31, was dy- 
ing — agonisingly slowly. Al- 
in thissad period Prater 
some beautiful artists’ 
iks and diversified. his pro- 
duction by introducing intaglio 

as the 1980s proceeded^ dow^ 
fywound down his operation. He 
called this .activity, after his 
most peiseyerant collaborators, 
“Pasmore-ing and Piper-mg”. 
Patient at his craft/.self- 

efiac mg and mnuMBiming — hnt 

above all dedicated - Chris 
Prater t ransform ed a comer- 
trial process into an exciting 
artist's medium. He will be re- 
membered as a nonpareil of his 
profession, even & a period that 



Prat&. scrienprintr 
er. txmf London 10Aprill924 r 
OBE 1&80; married 1956 Bose 
Kelly (died 1982) : tied London 
2 November 2996. - . 


Kurt Freund 


Kurt Freund was a pioneer in 
the field of human sexual 
arousal- His ground-breaking 
research in the 1950s led to the 
development of phallometric 
testing and he was one of the 
first to argue that homosexual- 
ity was not a pathological con- 
dition that should be treated. 

Freund’s theories contrib- 
uted to the decrim inalisatkm of 
homosexuality in his native 
Czechoslovakia and to its re- 
moval in 1973 from the Amer- 
ican Psychiatric Association's 
ings of psychiatric disorders. 
‘In the 1960s, for example, 
when virtually all psychologists 
and psychiatrists agreed that ho- 
mosexuality was caused by ear- 
ly childhood experiences, he was 
already arguing that the data 
more strongly suggested pre- 
natal biological influences," 
says Ray Blanchard, head of the 


Sexology Program at the Clarke 
Institute of Psychiatry in Toron- 
to, where Freund worked from 
1969 to his retirement in 1995. 

However, it was his work on 
deviant sexuality for which he 
was best known. As a researcher 
from 1945 to 1968 at the Psy- 
chiatric Research Institute of 
Prague he developed a device 
that, like a lie detector, could re- 
veal more about a man’s sexual 
proclivities than he might will- 
ingly reveal In the test, which is 
often used to assess paedophiles 
and other mate sex offenders, the 
penis would be put into a sealed 
gtess tube and the subject shown 
pictures of children as well as 
adults. The displacement of air 
indicated an increase in penile 
volume which researchers could 
then match a gainst the images 
to see which had elicited the 
greatest response. 


Freund became convinced 
that sexual orientation is set at 
some point in development and 
that attempts to alter sexual ori- 
entation by means ofbehaviour 
therapy or psychotherapy were 
futile. Instead, he advocated 
that the treatment of child mo- 
lesters focus on teaching how to 
control their impulses despite 
their preferences. 

Freund was not simply a re- 
searcher who coldly relied on 
empirical data. “He was always 
mindful of the victimisation of 
children,” said Dr Stephen 
Levine, of the Case Western 
Medical School in Cleveland. 
“He was highly mindful that 
there was some sort of abnor- 
mality in a man who victimised 
children, and he wanted to 
study this in the hope of defin- 
ing the sub-types of child mo- 
lesters to help devise a means 


of prevention, as well as he^) the 
men, who often lead tortured 
lives.” 

A graduate of Charles Uni- 
versity in Prague, Freund lost 
most of his family in the Holo- 
caust Much of his pioneering 
work was oonducted while he 
was based m Prague from 1945 
to 1968, when he fled the coun- 
try after the failed revolt against 
Communist rule. He continued 
his research into bomosexuah- . 
ty in Germany and later in 
Canada, where he remained un- 
til he committed suicide whilst 
suffering from advanced lung 
cancer. 

EdmidHdaore 

Kurt Freund, sexologist: bom 
Chrudim, Bohemia 17 January 
1914; married ( one son, one 
daughter); died Toronto 23 
October 1996. 


Mustafa 

Jamaluddin 


Mustafa Jamaluddin was an 
eminent Iraqi poet and schol- 
ar, his career all the more un- 
usual in that he was horn and 
brought up in a small village m 
the depths of the Iraqi marsh- 
es. His life enc apsulates the 
tragedy of modem Iraq's his- 
tory, and its lost potential. 

He was bom in 1927 near Suk 
eshSftuyuk, “between the town 
and the Hor” fLake HammarJ, 
in the’ little village of Mumr- 
noori. "AH the houses were 
reed huts, 1 * he recalled later, 
“e x c e pt for one or two of mud. 

roofed with palm fronds. Not 
one was brick!" Life there was 
the traditional one of fishing and 
raising' water buffalo which WB- 
frid Thesiger witnessed in the 

Fi fties I wmnhiddf n*c family had 

some status in (he village; his 
father was prayer leader and 
owned a large mudhif, a guest 
hut; his grandfather had opened 
a snail religi ous school m the 
village to teach boys grammar 
and logic; and other basics of the 
Stria curriculum. 

When he was lO years oki, Ja- 
maluddin followed the path of 
bright boys in the south and 
went to the city of Najaf, then 
the centre of £hia scholarship, 
and also of a strong poetic tra- 
dition. He found it a stifling 
atmosphere: “There were no 
theatres, .dubs or cinemas,” he 
wrote later. "The only social fife 
outside the schools was in the 
tea and coffee houses from 
which we religious students 
were banned." Even radios 
were frowned on, but in the For- 
ties he and his fellow students 
were able to follow the events 
of the Second World War on a 
radio given to one of their 
number by Kioe Ghazi. It was 
in these years that poetry be- 
came Jamaluddin’s vocation. 
“Our only breathing space was 
in the groups which met to 
read poetry, religious and non- 
religious (I wrote love poems 
too). No wonder the town had 
so many poets: it was the only 
thing for young people to do." 

Though a sternly conservative 
place^Najaf was also an inter- 
national centre, home to stu- 
dents from all over the Muslim 
world. Through them Jama- 
hidcfin was able to get books and 
papers from Lebanon,: Syria 
and Egypt; it was through In- 
dian students there that he en- 
countered Gandhis philosophy 
of non-violence, which deeply 
/impressed hnTv _“Onr society 
was closed but our dunking was 
open;" he said Of that time. 

This badqgjEOund . in Najaf 
shaped Jainafuddfrt’s intellec- 
tual life. Iraqi Shiism, Arab: 

and Tragi natio nalism, democ- 
racy, and a deep love of the Ara- 
bic language and its literature, 
these were the causes he es- 
poused in his political life and 
poetry. He saw no conflict be- 
tween Islam and democracy - 
indeed from the late Fifties on- 
ward his poems often contained 
a pleafor modernisation: “I'm 
sorry if my poems sound harsh. 
But you are living in a period 
in which you must wake up, and 
open your eyes. Otherwise 
ignorance will imprison you." 

, After higher degrees and a 
doctorate in Arabic literature at 
B a gh da d in 1979, he taught in 
Najaf for a while (in the college 


Hugh Bullock, investment 
banker, died New York 5 No- 
vember, aged 98. President and 
Director, Calvin Bullock Ltd 
1944 -66. First US citizen to 
receive the GBE, in 1976, for 
work in strengthening Anglo- 
American ties during his tenure, 
from 1955, as President of the 
US branch of the Pilgrims so- 
ciety, wfakfr promotes transat- 
lantic co-operation. 


of jurisprudence, which has 
since been dosed down by Sad- 
dam Hussein). By then the Shia 
hierarchy had become subject 
to oven persecution by Saddam 
this induded the murder of 
many cteriairoraN^ Any at- 
tempt to appease or persuade 
Saddam was dearly doomed, 
and in the eariy Eighties Ja- 
maiuddin went into exile in 
Syria after refrying to become 
a mouthpiece for Saddam’s 


he became a public spokesper- 
son against Saddam, lobbying 

for the Marsh Arabs,’ the Shia 
hofy sites, and the numerous d& 
appeared, including over 100 
clerics who were arrested then • 
and have not been seen since. 

Jamahxfafia newer tost thede- 
meanour of a Marsh Arab 
sheikh; austere and dignified. 
He loved the old Arab values, 
the code of honour, generosity 
and friendship. He wifi be re- 
membered chiefly for his five 
books of poeuy, including^ 
nak Walahn Kadeen (“Your 
Eyes and the Old Hme", 1972) 
endal-Qivas (also 1972), and a 
. great deal of unpublished work, 
which are esteemed tty Iraqis 
and a still wider audience of 
readers in Arabic. His roots 
were always in the Marshes, to 



J amwtu dd ln : inrtwra and efl gnlfl ad 

which be fervently hoped that 
one day he would return. In the 
dedication to his last volume, 
published in Beirut in 1995, al- 
Diwan (“Collected Poems”), 
Jamaluddin spoke of the trag- 
ic fate of his homeland, which 
bad been drained by Saddam to 
rave the way for exploitation by 
European oil companies, once 

Saririjim rphahnitai«i by thf 

international community: 

Soil of the South, it was your fertil- 
ity which made us grow. We were 
seeds nourished by the Tigris, we 
were young shoots nursed by the Eu- 
phrates. wie put dawn roots and 
breathed the air along with the date 
forests. But our scent was our feel- 
ing^ our fruits were our poems, and 
anr intoxicating wine was our ideas. 

But Iraq fell cheaply to a batcher. 
His one skill the big knife. He was 
angry to nee the two riven giving life 
to people who despised him, so be 
poured their water away into the 
desert, to leave the hums thirsty, and 
the soS, trees and birds all dying. 

So: to evoy tree which did not bow 
the bead to nim, and was burnt up 
by his fire; to every plant and every 
trying thing which be kilted with thirst, 
I dedicate this book. Your lovely fra- 
grance the tyrants have mixed with 
the smell of blood. 

Michael Woods 

Mustafa Jamaluddin, poet and 
scholar bom Muminoon. Iraq 5 
November 1927; twice mamed 
( ezgfa sons, four daughters); died 
Damascus 24 October 1996. 


Eddie Lyons, football trainer, 
died 6 November, aged 76. 
Trainer, physiotherapist and 
assistant manager for Brentford 
football dub until 1985. 

Mario Savio, civil rights cam- 
paigner, died Sebastopol, Cal- 
ifornia 6 November, aged 53. 
Became 3 symbol of the US free 
speech movement during a 
protest at the University of 
California at Berkeley in 1964. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 

Bl'CII: Naomi. Middenli. on 3 No- 
vember. Deeply lined mother of 
Tilil.i. beloved daughter of Anncnc 
and dc.in.-tl lister ul Neville. The fu- 
neral service will take place ai St 
Paul'*, the Actors' Church. Cosem 
Garden on Tuesday 12 November at 
I Inm No flowers. Donations if de- 
sire d 10 c bun tv. please ask family for 
details 

IN MEMORIAM 

J EPSON: Philip. Died in a tmpC acci- 
dent un 2H December 1992. Re- 
membered today bv his family and 
friends on this, tis iSih birthday. 

Announcement* for BIRTHS, MAR- 
RIAGES & DEATHS should be sent hi 
writing to the Gazette Edltm; The Inde- 
pcmlcat, I Canada Sqpmr, Canary Wharf 
London EM SDL, telephoned to 0171-293 
rail or Cued id 0171-293 2010. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

IV<*K9 andTb* IMeaTEdtabuiftliniri 
MAdarc aoJ Sujtlind^qsjovtvua Mutea 
Manpnt. Pwskiem. the Goble Aw-dalion, 
inert, atsnhcn of the NuMrde won line, 
NufttnujiherLwJ and Ninth TVaewtlc CnikJc 
Ctodiks at rtx One |{aU. ftjfiscnd. TVtc aoi 
near and opens RatUnjiv House, the Umi Air 
Fines Astrustm's in I pitta lorem . Acinic 
Cue I line Jt Kutfchur, Nonhomhataad The 
Mur afkiot, Pitsafcpi, Mcmbxa Aejhw Japan 
C'unnuitiK mnMBf ml Hindi, at the Berfceto 
I Intel. L"tvHu 5W I 

Chanjsinn of the Guard 

The Hmnchukl Grain Mutinied Rceunrm 
SMinc- the Queen'.' Life CHuid jl Ifonr Cunt*. 
I lam; 1st Banalirtn Welsh Guard* mount* the 
Queen's CitutJ. at BuridnfAan Man, [ t .aim. 
hind pfKtokd hi the CuMilieam Guard* 


Birthdays 

The Marquess of Abergavenny, for- 
mer Lord-Lieutenant of East Sussex, 
32: Lord Allanbridge. a Senator of 
the College of Justice in Scotland, 71; 
Mr Rupert Allason MI* 43; Profes- 
sor Christiaan Barnard, heart trans- 
plant pioneer. 74; Mr Geoffrey Bed, 
former chairman, Guinness Mahon 
Holdings, 57; M Alain Delon, actor, 
61; Mr Ken Dodd, comedian, 65; Mr 
Paul Foot, journalist. 59; Miss Eliz- 
abeth Gale, opera singer, 48; Mr Ed- 
uard Goldsmith, ecologist. 6S; Mr 
Frederick Gore, painter, S3: Miss 
June Havoc, actress, SO: Mr Dennis 
Head, former chairman, Rolls- 
Royce, 71; Dr Gordon Higginson. 
former Vice-Chancellor. Southamp- 
ton University, 67; Miss Nerys Hugh- 
es. actress, 55; Mr Kazuo fshiguro, 
author. 42: Mr David JesscI, televi- 
sion journalist. 51; Sir Andrew Leg- 
gatu a Lord Justice of Appeal, 66; Sir 
Denis Mahon, art historian. 86; Miss 
Patti Page, singer, 69: Mr Martin 
Peters, footballer, 53; Sir James 
Redmond, former Director of 
Engineering, BBC. 78; Mr Will Jam 

Rrid. former director of the National 

Anny Museum. 70; Mr Mottey Safer, 
writer and journalist, 65; Sir Robert 
Shields, Professor of Surgery, 
Liverpool University, 66; Mr Ian 
sproat MP. Minister of State. Na- 
tional Heritage, 58; Mi$s Mary Tra- 
vel*. singer, 59; Mr lamas Visaiy, 
conductor and piariSL 63: Sir Alexan- 
der Waddell, former colonial ad- 
ministrator, S3. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Edmond Halley, ast ronome r 
and mathematician. 1656: (Abraham) 
Brum Stoker, author or Dmaila, 
1847; Herbert, first Baron Austin, 


motor-car manufacturer, 1866; Mar- 
garet Mitchell, author of Gone with 
die Wind, 1900. Deaths: John Milton, 
poet, 1674; Cesar-Auguste Franck, 
composer. 1890; Norman Rockwell, 
artist and Illustrator. 1978; Vyacheslav 
Mikhailovich Molotov (Skriabin), 
Soviet statesman and diplomat. 1986. 
Oo ibis day: Cicero revealed Cati- 
line's conspiracy in the Senate, 68 BC 
the Louvre, Rnjs. was opened to the 
public for the first time, 1793; WD- 
faelm Rontgen discovered X-rays, 
1895: John Fitzgerald Kennedy was 
elected as the 37th US president, the 
first Roman Catholic and the 
youngest president to date. I960; the 
first local radio station in Britain, Ra- 
dio Leicester, opened, 1967; Covent 
Garden market in London closed, 
1974. Ibday is the Feast Day of Sc 
CuK- or Qbi, St Dcusdedn, The Fbor 
Crowned Martyrs, St Godfrey of 
Amiens, St Tvsflio or Suliau and St 
Wffiebad. 

Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Alex 

Buck, The Axis and Crafts Legacy: 
design since 1860**, 2Jflpm. 

Thte GaDery: Nicholas Penny in dis- 
cusaon with Alex Pots, “Antiquity 
and Ideal Beauty”, 1pm. 

Gresham College, Barnard’s Inn 
Hail, London ECb Professor Susan 
Greenfield, “Exploring the Brain: 
seeing and bearing”, 1pm. 

Lady Mayoress 
of London 

The Lady Mayoress of London, 
Lady Chaistrey, was at home yes- 
terday at the Mansion House, Lon- 
don EC4, to members of the Conn 
of Aldermen, Court of Common 


Council, representatives of the 
Church, City and Gvic Organisations, 
the Jndkaaty and City livery Com- 
panies. and their Ladies. 

United Oxford 
and Cambridge 
University Club 

Sir Bryan Nicholson, Chairman, 
United Oxford and Cambridge Uni- 
versity Qub, presided at a concert by 
the Oxford and Cambridge Musical 
Club given yesterday evening at the 
Chib House, London SW1, to mark 
the end of Purcell's tercentenary year. 

Appointments 

Mr John Durham, to be Ambassador 
to Mongolia. 

Mr Philip Ely to be a member of the 
Legal Aid Board. 

Mr Stephen Batetet to be a Bank- 
ruptcy Registrar in the High Court 
Diana, Princess oTWales, to contin- 
ue as a Master of the Bench of Mid- 
dle Tferaple. 

Lord Armstrong of Dminsta; to be 
Chairman of the Police Convales- 
cence arid Rehabilitation Trust. 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services 10 be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 4.07pm. 

United Synagogues: 0171-387 4300. 
Mention or S yn ig o pi fs : A181-202 
2263. Union ofLiberal and Progressive 
S ynagog ues: 0171-580 166. Reform 
Synagogues orGreal Brihds 0181-349 
473L Spanish and PbrtngneH Jens 
Congestion: 0171-289 2573. New 
London $ynaosie (Masort): 0171-328 
1026. 


Agreement over arrears was not new tenancy 


Borrows v Brent London Borough 
Cornell: House of Lords (Lord 
Browne-Willtinsoo, Lord Keith of 
Kinkd, Lord Griffiths, Lord 
Jauncey ofHUficbenle, Lord 
Steyn) 31 October 1996 

Where a landlord, having ob- 
tained a final order for pos- 
session for non-payment of 
rent, then agreed to allow the 
former tenant to remain In the 
premises on condition the ten- 
ant paid a «nw equivalent to 
rent and towards arrears, the ef- 
fect was not to grant the ten- 
ant a new tenancy or 'licence 
enjoying the same protection as 
under the terminated tenancy,, 
but rather to treat the tenant as 
a “tolerated trespasser” until ei- 
ther the old tenancy was revived 
or the agreed conaitioas were 
breached. 

The House of Lords allowed 
an' appeal by Brent London 
Borough Council against the 
decision of the Court of Appeal 
(Law Report, 22 August 1995; 
(1995) 94 LGR 525) affirming 
that of Judgp Fmestein QQ at- 
tingat WHksden Comity Court 
on 19 Augnst.1994, who declared 
the plaintiff, Diane Sarah Eliz- 
abeth Burrows, robe a secure 
tenant of a flat owned by the 
council and ordered the coun- 
cil to re-admit her to dial flat. 


LAW REPORT 


8 November 1996 


• On 29 January 1992, the 
council obtained a 14 days' fi- 
nal order against Miss Burrows 
for possession of her flat for 
non-payment of rent and an or- 
der for payment of arrears. She 
was unable to pay the arrears 
within 14 days but .on 5 Feb- 
ruary - the council' ipade an 
agreement under winch she 
could stay in the flat so long as 
she.paid a sum equivalent to 
rent and regular payments to- 
wards arrears. Had she com- 
plied with this agreement, it 
would have taken her over 14 
years to pay off the arrears. But 
she foiled to comply and two 
years later the council issued a 
possession Warrant which was 
executed on ‘8 June 1994. 

The Court of Appeal held 
that the effect of obtaining a fi- 
nal order followed by such an 
agreemeufwas that a former 
tenant acquired a new tenancy 
or a licence enjoying the same 
protection under Part IV of the 
Housing Act 1985 as under the 
terminated tenancy, requiring a 
fiuther order of possession be- 
fore they could be evicted for 
non-payment of rent 

The council argued that she 


was merely a tolerated tres- 
passer. Although under section 
82(2) of the Act the original 
tenancy ended on 12 February 
1992, the court had power un . 
der section 85(2) to postpone 
the date of possession. Section 
85(3)(a) envisaged a situation 
where, although the old tenancy 

had ended and the tenant 
remained, the court could, un- 
til the original order was 
executed, vary the possession 
date thereby reviving the 
previously defunct tenancy. 

Ashley Undenvood QCanl Bryan Me- 
Outre (Ptzul Barber) for Brent; Da\id 
Neuberger QC and William Geldart 
(Daniel & Harris) for Miss Burrows. 

Lord Browne-Wflkmson said 
that, where a former t ena nt was 
by agreement allowed to remain 
in possession after the termi- 
nation of the tenancy, the ques- 
tion in each case was quoanimo 
theparties had so acted. 

■The present parties plainly 
aid not intend to create a new 
tenancy or licence, but only to 

defer the execution of the or- vivai of ih* — 

Sss*««‘= 

conditions. M ^ „ , 

r»ol Magrath, Barrister 


A secure tenancy under Parr 
IV of the Housing Act could 
only be terminated by a court 
order, but even that was not fi- 
nal. During the period be- 
tween the date specifiedby the 
order for the giving of posses- 
sion and the date on which the 
order was executed there was 
a period of limbo; the old 
tenancy had gone but might yet 
be revived by a further court 
order varying the date for 
possession. 

If the parties reached an 
agreement for the tenant’s con- 
tinued occupation during that 
limbo period, their agreement 
could and should take effect as 
intended, i.e. that upon the 
tenant complying with the con- 
ditions the landlord would for- 
bear from executing the order. 

There was no need to impute 
to the parties an intention to 
create a new tenancy or licence. 
The retention of possession and 
payment of rent related to oc- 
cupation under the old tenan- 
qr whkh was in limbo but which 1 ^ 
might be revived. In such dr- Ul 
cumstances it was fair to char- ^ 
acterisc the tenant os a tolerated 
trespasser, pending either re- 
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the leader page 


There’s no Svengali, just devalued democracy 


I n Joe Klein’s racy novel Primary 
Colors the presidential candidate 
figure is returned thanks to the 
efforts of a young aide - whose duties 
include serving a nightcap to the First 
Lajiy. (After she drinks it, she doesn’t 
behave like one.) The character is said 
to be modelled on George Stephan- 
opoious. President Clinton's assistant 
The novel’s assessment of him is less 
hyperbolic than in real life, where he 
is variously described as electoral whiz- 
kid, election winner and polling guru. 
And now - Cherie, beware - Mr 
Stephanopolous is over here, or at least 
he is tellmg correspondents in Little 
Rock that his plans could include a 
stint advising Tony Blair and Labour. 
The news seems to have inspired 
something dose to panic. The manip- 
ulators are at hand. Our politics is 
about to succumb to Svengali. Vance 
Packard (The Hidden Persuaders) is 
about to be vindicated. 

All of which is exaggeration and dear 
evidence that watching The X- Files 
does soften the brain. Mr Stephan- 
opolous is a dever operator, no dispute, 
but it wasn’t him that won it for the 
President, lb explain Bill Clinton’s 
victoty satisfactory involves the US 
economic cycle. Newt Gingrich's mis- 
calculation and Boh Dole's age - for a 
country with an age structure as com- 
paratively young as America’s to elect 
another Ronald Reagan would have 
indicated an extraordinary deference to 


age. Bill Clinton also won because he 
proved amazingly resilient, because 
he was able to cohabit successfully with 
a Republican Congress and because he 
made astute choices among campaign 
tactics and staff. American voters did 
not select some phantasm created by 
psephologist boffins; they voted for an 
all-too-human candidate with the 
resources of incumbency plus a great 
gift for empathy, and the ability to com- 
municate on the box almost as con- 
vincingly as he does in the flesh. 

Bill Clinton pursued political office 
since he was a student: he is a profes- 
sional politician. Tony Blair is a lawyer 
only as a courtesy title - politics is his 
vocation. Ditto John Major and the 
rest. W? can and ought, in a democracy, 
to say we expect those who seek office 
to hold to certain values, to see clearly 
that good ends do not justify bad 
means. But that does not amount to 
same endorsement of amateurism in 
the pursuit of office. We have seen 
enough of Westminster's failures to dis- 
miss the Eighties' assertion that some- 
how the public interest would be bet- 
ter served by people lacking the skills 
of leadership and persuasion which 
make for success in democratic politics. 
And professional politicians have every 
right to reach for professional advice - 
on the workings of the mass media, on 
polling, on measuring and moving pub- 
lic opinion, on what we call, for want 
of a better term, “image" - the layered 
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perceptions of personality and party. 

Too often, still, people conceive 
democracy in simplistic terms, as if we 
were Athenians standing on a hill stick- 
ing up our hands. New techniques of 
projection have to be mastered. Politics, 
in short, is an accomplished business. 
What is surprising is not that there has 
grown up in recent times a body of peo- 
ple practised in it, but that we should 
be so sniffy about their contribution. 

So Mr Stephanopolous, if he comes 
to Walworth Road, is welcome. But the 
idea that even this former Rhodes 
scholar can master, in months, the 
British politico-media system is unlikely: 


“smarmy" does not even exist as a word 
in American English. Besides, the 
home-spun spinners are, some of them, 
pretty good at the game, too. It suits 
Peter Man de Ison, to pick a name more 
or less at random, to be called 
Mephistophelean - but we should not 
be persuaded that he is in truth an evil 
spirit A tittle wicked at times, maybe, 
but not a force of darkness. All leaders 
need eyes and ears and hit men. Mr 
Mandelson attracts controversy not so 
much through his effectiveness, but 
because he symbolises the changed 
constitution of the Labour Party. 

No - the real problem is not spin- 


doctors, strategists and their like: it is 
what Lord Nolan identified yesterday 
as the declining value of politics that 
should realty alarm us. Look at this 
paper's story yesterday morning, show- 
ing that 2 millio n eligible people, for 
one reason or another, will not even be 
on the voting register. Some of that is 
circumstance, but a lot of it is dismis- 
sive despair. No one can be entirely 
comfortable with the state of British 
democracy, and that is before worrying 
about the functioning of the House of 
Commons. But the public’s antennae 
seem nowadays no less finely attuned 
to exhibitions of insincerity or incred- 
ibility by politicians. An army of spin 
doctors are not going to be able to 
obscure basic issues from the public 
view. It may suit both parties to try to 
hide the looming question of European 
Monetazy Union but no amount of 
smoke will obscure the daily evidence 
of (favourable to the Tories) economic 
revival or (unfavourable) social dislo- 
cation and wasted human potential. 
Perhaps, to cite this week’s trivial 
example, some people some of the time 
might be put off voting Labour because 
of Tbny Blair’s hair, or his stage man- 
ner. An image-maker might make 
some difference to that But most of the 
people cannot really be fooled most of 
the time: they assess trivial and pro- 
found factors all the time, but they 
make their own proper sense of what 
politicians, including their image-mak- 


ers, are up to. We should not wony 
unduty about the effect of Mr Stephan- 
opolous, nor our home-grown ver- 
sions. We should wony, instead, about 
electors’ increasing disaffection on one 
side, and the questionable behaviour of 
MFs accompanied by their declining 
political influence on the other, and 
ponder how far these two develop- 
ments may be connected. PR folk can 
spin their webs, but they cannot 
obscure the shadier comers of our 
shabby constitution. 

Is this an 
opinion? 

W ell, that’s it then. No need to look 
any further. Scientists at Cam- 
bridge have found the answer. And it 
is, as The Hitchhiker's Guide to the 
Galaxy said all along, 42. 

But hold on one nit-picking minute. 
Doesn't this call to mind that infamous 
philosophy finals paper question, which 
went: “Is this a question?" The best 
essay in response read simply: “Yes; if 
this is an answer.” Now we’re told that 
the answer to life, the universe and 
everything is 42. But “life, the universe 
and eveiything" isn’t a question, is it? 
And even if it were, would 42 be an 
answer? We, at least, are determined 
to remain unresolved on this matter. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Oxford will 
not shun 
Said’s gift 

Sin The Congregation of Oxford 
University did indeed vote against 
allocating a particular site to the 
new business school which hopes lo 
receive the massive benefaction of 
Wafic Said but did not vote against 
the business school as such, nor 
against Mr Said, nor against the 
benefaction (“Oxford dons vote 
against business school project". 6 
November) . 

Most of the 260 who voted against 
the proposal to let this particularly 
sensitive site be used were moved by 
concern about the undertaking 
made by Congregation over 30years 
ago to leave the site green “in 
perpetuity”. Some objected to the 
secrecy which had shrouded the 
project for a year or two and/or 
tailed to understand the reason for 
this ( that Mr Said wanted lo avoid 
embarrassment to his son. who had 
been a student here). Some were 
worried that the foundation which 
would govern the business school 
might become aloof from the 
general democracy of dons b>- which 
all of (he affairs of Oxford are run: 
some that the university staff would 
lose a cherished set of sports 
facilities. Only one individual, 
reported by you. delivered a tirade 
against the’ real or imagined business 
dealings of the benefactor. Most 
speakers, on both sides, expressed 
gratitude for the money on offer. 

Most of those present were 
satisfied that these qualms were 
either misplaced nr were being 
answered. Ji seems at least to me 
that the vote w ill not result in any 
long-term set-back to the 
development of Business Studies, 
which has been established for 
many years now at this university. 
And it the views of the wider 
university community were tested 
in o pnstal vnic it is likely that the 
decision would go a different way. 

The problem w as that a decision 
in a great matter was being pivoted 
upon the change of use of a cricket 
pitch, and a coalition developed of 
disparate objectors. U would he 
unfortunate if Mr Said tir the 
members of his foundation 
abreacted as a result of the set-buck 
after devoting so much time and 

-I energy to this project . Oxford 

, values its democracy more highly 

* ¥ than its short-term reputation and 
the result, very frequently, is that 
people, inside this place as well as 
outside, receive slaps in (he face 
when a warm embrace would be 
more immediately welcome. But in 
due course, great projects are 
brought off and objections subside 
and the debate is seen to have 
enriched rather than impoverished 
the ultimate result. 

ANTHONY SMITH 
President 

Magdalen College. Oxford 

Pakistan crippled 
by feudalism 

Sir: I left Pakistan one day ahead of 
■ the dismissal of Benazir Bhutto. 
The news came as no surprise. 

I have been visiting Pakistan for 
‘ 15 years and have never known the 
. people so dispirited about the 

A, ‘ political, economic and moral stale 

a' of the countrv. Life is increasingly 

V- difficult for those on salaries and 

pensions and the rise m the price of 
frpiig necessities is disastrous for 
the poor. Law and order has 
. collapsed in Karachi and corruption 
is rampant everywhere, Educated 
young people are angry and 
frustrated and talk of emigrating. 

A simple change of government 



will solve nothing. While the main 
parties are dominated by feudal 
lords who deliver the \ oics of the 
peasants who work on their vast 
estates, elections cannot represent 
the will of the people. It is the 
feudal system that lies at the root or 
the glaring social inequities. The 
most urgent need is for land reform. 

There will have lobe a French 
Revolution before democracy 
means anything in Pakistan. 
Meanwhile, it is tragic to watch ibe 
breakdown of that beautiful countiy. 
potentially so rich in material 
resources and human talent. 

ZOE HERSOV 
Litndon .VII 3 


Planning to beat 
nurse shortage 

Sir: A commitment to more funds 
for the NHS is always welcome 
l “Dorrell wins i Ibn more for 
NHS”, 5 November). However, in 
addition to funding there are twn 
basic issues which need to he 
addressed. 

Firstly, bed shortages. This really 
means there is a shortage of 
registered nurses to care for 
patients. There are not enough 
nurses being recruited, and those 
that are (here are set to retire in 
increasing numbers as the century 
ends. The solution is to plan ahead; 
establish a workforce planning 
system that recognises the value of 
registered nurses and ensures there 
are enough in the system lo meet 
demand. 

Second, we are likely to see even 
more patients waiting in accident 
ami emergency departments this 
winter before being given a bed. 
The Government has gone so far os 
to establish a system to monitor the 


availability of specialist beds. The 
RCN has published a six-point plan 
which, if implemented, would avoid 
the problems arising in all sectors. 

For example, hospitals should 
appoint bed managers - usually 
nurses with the authority to cut 
across departmental boundaries 
and manage admissions to the 
wards. Those that have already 
adopted this system have reported 
reduced waiting times. We wait lo 
see if this and our other suggestions 
will be taken up. 

CHRISTINE HANCOCK 
General Secretary 
Royal College nf Nursing 
London B7 

Sin Jonathon Fenier is right (“Who 
wants kibe a family doctor?”, 1 
November). The quality of GP care 
is one of the outstanding 
achievements of the NHS. However, 
GPs declined to be salaried 
employees like their colleagues in 
hospitals and public health. 

Standards initially rose, and the 
ablest doctors were ’attracted to 
general practice. There were often 
bitterly disappointed candidates in 
the 1 980s who could not gain access 
to the official vocational training 
schemes, which were heavily 
oversubscribed. 

The invention of fund-holding 
may have been perceived as an 
advantage at first, but has become 
bogged down m bureaucracy. 

However, this deterioration in 
conditions was not necessary. GPS 
could (and many did) decline to 
join what was dearly intended to be 
on inequitable system, forming 
instead non-fund-holding consortia 


to organise resources and access to 
secondary health care. 

It is in all our interest to see the 
attractiveness of primary health 
care careers restored, hut this must 
mean undoing the damage of the 
“internal market" and its hefty 
administration costs. 

Britain has never produced 
enough of its own doctors, and 
general practice must suffer if 
hospital medicine or some other 
job altogether are seen as infinitely 
more appealing. 

Dr MALCOLM C BATESON 
Bishop Auckland Co Durham 


Forgiveness 
from death row 

Sin There arc a number of issues in 
your story headed “Ex-Labour 
candidate drops threat" (25 
October) which I would like to 
clarify. 

No" message of warning was 
smuggled in to me in my solitary 
confinement cell. Only my mother 
communicated with me in that way. 
which she did by wrapping 
messages in greaseproof paper and 
inserting them into a thermos flask. 

I was not released from 90 days' 
detention for giving evidence for 
the prosecution against John 
Harris. At that stage. I saw him 
through the eyes of my captors and 
torturers as a murderer. 

I did not threaten in Britain in 
March 1965 to tell the South 
African police that I was being 
asked to perjure myself by 
retracting my evidence. When 


threats were made against me, I 
said l would tell someone in the 
Foreign Office whom I knew. 

I did refuse to sign the prepared 
statement which retracted my 
evidence. I consulted the only person 
dose tome in Britain at that lime- 
my mother- and she advised against 
signing. I mistrusted the people 
asking me to retract, firstly because I 
thought it wholly futile arid secondly 
because I feared entrapment. 
However, I did sign a statement 
saying my evidence was unreliable 
because it was obtained under duress. 

John Harris sent a message 
through Amnesty to me from death 
row in Pretoria saying that he 
understood and forgave me. His wife 
Ann repeated that message when 
she spoke to me a few months later 
in London. The depth of that 
undeserved forgiveness moved me 
profoundly. I saw John in a different 
light and l came to regret bitterly 
(hat I had not been stronger or wiser. 
JOHN LLOYD 
London WC2 


Richard at home 

Sin We now know that Richard Iwas 
not a good leader of his country at 
all (Letters, 4, 5 November). Rather, 
he bankrupted the population in 
order to fight jingoistic campaigns 
against foreigners, and sought to 
identify himself with trumped-up 
religious causes, all purely for his 
own glorification. I think 
Vtefanmstcr is exactly the right 
place to put his statue. 

MARK BASSETT 
New Malden, Sumy 


Post letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime teleplume number. 
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Leaded fuel still 
poisons children 

Sir After oil we now know about 
the toxic hazards from lead, I felt 
almost disbelief on reading 
Anthony Bevins' report (5 
November) that the transport 
minister John Bowis is opposing 
an EU proposal to ban lead- 
adulterated petrol from the end 
of 1999. 

This comes despite a UK 
government statement in 1995 
that children's blood lead levels 
“remain at or not far below the 
level at which effects on the 
central nervous system have been 
demonstrated'’. 

Numerous scientific and 
medical studies have shown that 
present levels of this 
environmental toxin are 
associated with learning 
disabilities and impairment of 
behavioural control. Lead is not 
the only factor, but common 
sense tells us that if you poison 
children's brains you must expect 
their behaviour and intelligence 
to suffer. 

Four-star petrol is not the only 
source of lead - tap water is also a 
major problem in some areas. But 
although lead levels in petrol and 
children have fallen, the great 
scandal is that no car on the roads 
requires any lead whatsoever in 
its fuel if tins is property 
formulated. This statement goes 
against current belief carefully 
fostered by the oil and lead 
industries, but l stake my 
professional reputation on its 
accuracy. 

DEKEK BKVCE-SMTTH 
Emeritus Professor 
Department of Chemistry 
University of Reading 


How De Valera 
outwitted Collins 




Sin Brendan O'Neill (letlere, 2 
November) misses the point about 
Collins and De Valera, it as not a 

uestion of either being a hero or 
ic other a traitor. There was, in 
fact, no difference of principle at all 
between them. It was simply a case 
of De Valera being the wilier 
politician of the two. 

Both Collins and De Valera were 
Irish nationalists, seeking as far as 
possible to eliminate the British 
presence from Ireland. Both 
recognised that the 1921 treaty 
represented the best that they could 
get in that direction. However, both 
also realised that it fell far short of 
what their more romantic 
colleagues expected. Who would 
have to break the news to them? 

De Valera won. It was Collins 
who got the poisoned chalice. Once 
tiie treaty had been signed, De 
Vklera was left free to wash his 
hands of Itand denounce Collins 
for a “betrayal” of the cause - 
despite the fact that, in Collins's 
place, he would have done no 
differently. 

It made not the slightest 
difference which actor got cast as 
the Saviour in the nationalist 
passion play, and which as Judas. 
The play would have ended the 
same way. 

MICHAEL W STONE 
Peterborough 

Sir. Brendan O’Neill says Nefl 
Jordan, director of the film Michael 
Collins, has “rewritten Irish history". 
Such a reappraisal is long overdue. 

If de Vii era was the hero who 
stuck to his guns, how was it that he 
was able, only four years after 
Collins's death, to “ditch his 
principles” and take the oath of 
allegiance to the British Crown 
which enabled him lo enter the Da fl? 

Towards the end of his long life, 
after many years as Thoiseach and 
later President he said in private: 
“In the fullness of time history will 
record the greatness of Colliris, and 
it will be recorded at my expense." 
But he never had the generosity of 
spirit to acknowledge publicly his 
debt to Cbllins, and the latter's role 
as a founding father of the 
Republic of Ireland. 

CAROL PLACKETT 
Newcastle Upon Tyne 


Lottery U-turn? 

Sin Yon quote Virginia Bottomley 
(report, 6 November) as saying that 
Lottery money had to be taken into 
account when assessing the 
Government's record of 
expenditure on the arts. Two years 
ago, the Prime Minister stated at an 
English Heritage conference that 
“the money raised by the Lottery 
will not replace existing 
government spending*. Has there 
been a U-turn, or will he ensure 
that the Budget restores grants to 
their levels of two years ago? 
STEVE ADAMS 
London NW3 


Nae chance 

Sir A few weeks ago. hoardings 
around Scotland proclaimed. “Nae 
Tartan Tax with the Tories.” Now 
we are being blessed with “You’ll 
pay mair with Mr Blair". 

I assume the Conservatives and 
their advertising agency have some 
idea that they can appeal to Scots 
as tight-fisted versions of Rab C 
Nesbit. Until they start 
communicating to us in a civilised 
manner, they are not likely to gain 
many new supporters. 

BRIAN MATHfESON 
Hamilton. South Lanarkshire 


»’ ~ * T f 

I\£jQ j 



18 


ft?tday fl NOVEMBER 3396 * THE. INDEPENDENT 


analysis 




Can you be 
sure of Ken 
Saro-Wiwa? 

When the Nigerian dissident and eight others 
were hanged a year ago, the West cast him as a 
hero and Shell as the villain. Richard D North, 
in Port Harcourt, tells a different story 


A year ago this week- 
end, Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and eight 
mher Ogoni activ- 
ists were hanged by 
the Nigerian authorities. This 
African, fighting for the rights 
of the indigenous poor of his 
minority tribe as. so he claimed, 
they were raped by the Anglo- 
Dutch corporation Shell, was 
the epitome of the Anglicised 
product of Empire. 

Thanks to the interest taken 
in Saro-Wiwa by organisations 
such as Greenpeace. The Body 
Shop and Channel Four Televi- 
sion, his story' is well known. He 
became a founding member of 
the Movement for the Survival 
of the Ogpni People (Mosop) in 
1990; in 1995, Amnesty Inter- 
national denounced the deten- 
tions and trials of Saro-Wiwa 
and eight other Ogpni detainees 
as politically motivated. 
Amnesty deplored the Ill-treat- 
ment of all the detainees and 
many of the witnesses at the 
mOitanKontroUed tribunal and 
the governments inaction 
about a spate of security-force 
killings in Ogoniland in 1993 
and 1994, in which hundreds of 
people died. 

Eventually, the campaign 
forced the oil company ShelL 
whom Saro-Wiwa accused of 
implication in the rape of Ogo- 
nilandL to undertake the first 
environmental study of the 
Niger Delta. 

the affair may have made 
little impression on the Niger- 
ian government, but Shell was 


shaken to the core. The com- 
pany's self-esteem, always dan- 
gerously inflated, was shattered. 

The affable and savvy sitcom 
writer and campaigner was 
pipe-smoking and poshly- 
spoken; he owned a large house 
in Surrey and sent a son to 
Eton. He was either a naive 
hero indifferent to risk, or a 
flawed maverick who made 
fatal misjudgements. "Ken was 
no saint," says Dorm Kogbara, 
a London-based Ogoni jour- 
nalist friend of his. "He was 
tremendously charismatic and 
sometimes very nice,’' she 
remembers. But she believes 
that be lost touch with reality as 
he was wooed by stany’ names 
in Europe and the US. 

Ken Saro-Wiwa became a 
darling of the greener sections 
of London liberal society, but 
had been on the federal side 
during the Biafran civil war. 
and would thus have been 
reviled by liberals then. It has 
been argued that he W3S a fed- 
eralist because be thought only 
a strong stale would defend 
minorities like the Ogoni 

Whatever the case, within 
Nigeria he is widely believed to 
have feathered bis nest when 
managing the Niger delta oil 
port of Bonny during the civil 
war. It would certainly explain 
his sudden affluence at . that 
time. If he was a crook, it is no 
more than Nigerians expect of 
each other. 

Saro-Wiwa finally and fatally 
enraged his country's military 
regime by demanding greater 


autonomy for the people living 
in a patch of the swampy Niger 
delta. Given the politics of the 
country, the more strident of 
these voices were bound to be 
silenced. He seems to have 
been caught out by the mili- 
tary’s haphazard alternations 
between permissiveness and 
oppression. And be did not 
help his cause by unleashing 
undisciplined and deeply dis- 
affected young men on moder- 
ate former colleagues in the 
struggle, four of whom were 
murdered at a political rally in 
Ogoniland. Donu Kogbaru 
believes her own father, one of 
the moderate leaders, was lucky 
to escape with his life. “I'm 
accusing Ken of incitement to 
murder," Donu Kogbaru 
insists, when pressed. 

Saro-Wiwa certainly believed 
that the campaign was a useful 
route to fame and wealth, and 
told friends that because it had 
an environmental dimension it 
pushed all the right buttons in 
the West The mystery is how 
anything that started out as 
something with at least an ele- 
ment of a scam about it could 
have turned so darkly tragic. . 

His campaign was success-: 
ful because it was directed 
almost as much at the Shell oil- 
giant, as it was at Nigeria’s' 
regime. Shell wastbe obvious 
target, for an ironic reason, as 
most of its Nigerian critics 
freely admitthe oil company is 
perhaps the most respectable 
institution in Nigeria. 

“We’ve been here a long 


SEND A BABY BOX 
TO BOSNIA THIS 
CHRISTMAS FORA W®" 
ONLY £30 Mi 


D isinfectant, nappies, washing materials - 
not what you'd think of giving someone for 
Christmas. But tor an impoverished mother in 
Bosnia trying to keep her child safe from infection, 
these basic essentials would mean the world. 

It would also mean that someone somewhere is 
thinking of her. and her efforts to protect her child. 

Childrens Aid Direct has delivered baby boxes foil 
of essential items directly into the hands of 33.000 
mothers in Bosnia - many of 
whom will be living in 
war-damaged housing and in 
very basic conditions 
this winter. 

Please, il" you 
possibly can. send a 
baby box to Bosnia this 
Christmas - and help 
a mother keep her 
babv sale. 
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With love from a friend... 
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and w nil put it h your baby box. Please send to: CUdrert HA Kred; Dept 477, 
mm FREEPOST, Heating, RG1 TBR. 


Childrens Aid 


l,VtC k I 

(wwrtrlwnn f 

nCKIl'niK 43IIIJ1KK' (Kurapr). 



country ’s average TSpcaxni 

share of the barreFs worth. If 
the arrangement had worked, 
the delta ought have become a 
- fine area in ifine country- - ’ 

“The money was nor folly 
spent, it wasn’t wisely 
spent? Andetsofr insists, speak- 
ing ia i codc wfodt roughly 

translates as: the money which 
isn't stolen is wasted. 

A meeting with local chiefs 
at Sapefe township in the norths 
west of the delta has the erudite . 
" community spokesman Via 
iTKariks Ekariko raiding off a fist 
: of health and environmental 
‘ effects, many of which probably 
. aren’t real or could not be 
caused by die oil industry. After 
the meeting, and in private, a 
local chief thanks the Shell 
people for the scholarships, die 
education schemes, the com- 
munity hospitals and ail the rest 
that the company has done 
locally - and much of it long 
before the dist ur faa h cesof the 
early Nineties. Hcifonts more, 
and knows that in a better soci- 
_ would 

sort things out. He does not say 
- but it's true -that community 
leaders are usually as keen to 
cream oil their share of the 
booty as anyone else. 

Shell spends about 520m a 
year on community projects 
(and eight times more on envi- 
ronmentally-orientated equip- 
ment renewal). “Things arc 


time, and we expect to be here 
a longtime," says Brian Ander- 
son, the Nigerian4x)m white 
who nlns Shell's operations 
there. 

Shell started producing ofl 
from the Niger della 40 years 
ago. It was in Nigeria when the 
place was one of the bright stars 
of the continent, and expects to 
be there whepand if hope 
returns Meanwhile, like any 
laiEe firm there, ]! funds aimed 
police seconded from the state 
for the defence b! its people, 
and necessarily deals with 
authorities of whom it strongly 
disapproves. Shell - remains 
adamant that rts onlypitrebase 
of anus has been stnclly within 
government-agreed codes. . 

Saro-Wiwa realised that 
Shell was amenable to pressure. 
It operates as a 30 per cent 
shareholder, and the largest 
priva te shareholder, in a Niger- 
ian joint venture company. 
Shell Petroleum Development 
Company (SPDC), alongside 
Elf and Agip, with the Nigerian 
state oil company owning 
55 per cent You see the Shell 
sign everywhere in the delta, 
but it stands over facilities sub- 
stantially owned by the Niger- 
ian state, which must put in 
55 per cent of the capital expen- 
diture required to keep pro- 


duction flowing - and clean. 
Shell’s biggest problem is in 
wringing that share from the 
state. 

SPDC produces about a mil- 
lion barrels of ofl a day, half the 
country's total which in a good 
year contributes around 59bn 
dollars to the national exche- 
quer. or three-quartos of the 
total government ' ■ 

about a third of the i v> _ , 
GNP): Some of the mono/ is 
salted away by the country's 
leadership and . their -friends. 
Little of it reaches the delta 
where it is produced, and where 
six million people. Eve in a 
soggy region of farms, forests 
and swamp about the size of the 
Republic of Ireland- Even less 
than its fair share reaches 
Ogjniland. where half a million 
of Saro-Wiwa’s compatriots live 
in an area of about LOOOsq km. 

The lively Nigerian econo- 
mist Patrick Utomi once pro- 
posed that the oQ ought to be 
given to the ruling £ute once 
and for all: in return, they 
might give Nigeria back to the 
people. The Economist Intelli- 
gence Unit’s regional report 
notes that the country's econ- 
omy collapsed during the oil 
boom: too many important 
players gave up conventional 
work and concentrated on try- 


ing to cream off a share of the 
bonanza. .i 

Arguably, none of this is 
Shell's fault as Brian Anderson 
never tires of stressing, 3 per 
cent of the revenue that SPDC 
pays the government was sup- 
posed to come back to the pro- 
ducing areas. It’s a sum dose to 
Shell’s 3.2 percent sbareof the 
oil doDar, and is a sliver of the 


bade to front here,” says Ander- 
son. “The government’s in the 
ofl business and we’re in local 
government” He believes that 
privatisation is inevitable in the 
end. and looks forward to it 
Flying over the delta in a 
Shell helicopter for hundreds of 
miles, and insiting several noted 
pollution hotspots as well as 
observing a dozen or so oil pro- 


duction facilities and, crucially, 

- the water and ground around 
jfeem - it fa hard to see what the 
Environmental fuss has been 
a&ent In the delta there arc ' 
ple nty of rivers and crocks 
wttoft’ there is an oil sheen. 
They remain a tiny minority, 
and tbeSpfcUs may as well have 

. been caused by careless local 
boatmen a^bythe oil giam. For 
tee most part tee delta is a vast, 
watery, deeply verdant region, 

: under SJoesthat arc ordi* 
'tropical Shell occupies a . 
j of 1 per cent of the delta; 
evea.ff k bad devastated that 
area and 10 times more besides, 
and it hastft, fhc damage would 
be a fraction of what Is rou- 
tinely dakned by campaigners. 

What, then, of the famous 
. flares? Firsk there are none at 
all m Ogoniland, where there 

- has been no oil .production 

- since 1993, following commu- 
nity disturbances^. Elsewhere 
nr the delta, about a hundred 
flares waste a resource equiva- 
lent to a quarter of France's gas 
demand. 

The flares do very little use- 
ful work, and they have been 
castigated by green commen- 
tators. Because oil production 
facilities bring people with 
money, locals congregate wher- 
ever SPDC haskat Some come 
to live near flares, which eon- 4 
stitutefree light and a means of * 
drying root crops such as 
cassava. 

SPDC is committed, and 
'rightly so, to patting out all the 
. flares^if possiWe.by 2008. and 
about a quarter of them within 
three years. The latest project 
to harness around a quarter of 
the wasted gas involves deals 
with customers in southern 
lEurope and $5.5bn worth of 
new plant whose financing was 
’■ highly problematic, not least 
because the Nigerian govern- 
ment, already heavily in 
arrears in its* payments to 
SPDC, had difficulty raising its 
share. 

The scheme has been an on- 
and-off affair for 20 years, but 
' is now under construction. The 
: deal was agreed in the weeks 
following Saro-Wiwa's execu- 
tion, and seemed to some a 
symbol of Shell’s venality. 

For Anderson, the position 
is simple: if Shell pulled out of 
Nigeria, someone less com- 
mitted would go in. The gas 
scheme was a sign of progress, 

- not -failure. On the revenue- , 
addicted economy, he com- 
ments, “The ‘curse of oil' is a • 
real issue - but it has brought I 
a lot of good things. I believe 
veiy strongly that by being 
here we oner something for 
them to choose from.” 
Besides, he adds: “No country 

in the world has ever left oil in 
the ground." This is not the 
observation of an angel, but 
then there seem to be few 
angels in this story. 

It is hard to imagine any 
country extracting ofl from the 
delta with less damage. What is 
harder to sense is whether Shell 
has been canny - still less, 
whether it has been at all noble 

- in its arm-twistings in the 
Nigerian corridors of power. 
Certainly Shell could have done 
better. But would any com- 

have done better than 
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A guy called Shirley and a girl called Sam 



Miles 

Kington 


I once knew a BBC 
presenter who was a bit 
of a name-dropper. 
Actually, be was a lot of a 
name-dropper. He was such 
a name- dropper that he 
hated to admit there was 
anyone he did not know or 
had not met Once he was in 
a conversation in which the 
name of Francis Wheen 
came up, and he was asked if 
he knew Frauds. 

“Oh yes,” he said. “She 
and I have often worked 
together." 

As Frauds Wheen is a 
man, this was generally 
considered to be an own goal 


How we all laughed. But I 
know bow that mao felt now, 
because the same sort of 
thing has happened to me. 
Last week I referred to the 
obscure American poet Joyce 
Kihner, now chiefly 
remembered for the poem 
starting "I think that I shall 
never see/A poem lovely as a 
tree", and said that I knew 
nothing about her life. 
Immediately letters started 
flooding in saying (in tones 
not unlike William Brown's) 
that I obviously knew nothing 
about life at all if I thought 
that Joyce Kilmer was a 
woman because Joyce Kilmer 
was a man. gosh, we thought 
everyone knew that Joyce 
Kilmer was a man, what 
about Joyce Cary, he was a 
man and he was called Joyce, 
fancy not knowing that Joyce 
Kilmer was a man, we 
thought everyone knew that 
Joyce Kflmer was a man ... 

I printed a retraction and 
a semi-grovelling apology 
but still the letters came, so I 
think I must stand up for 
myself and say that if men 
insist on having women’s 
names and rice versa, they 
can't be surprised if mistakes 
do occasionally occur. I 
myself was misled from 'an ' 
early age when it comes to 


the name Joyce, as the only 
Joyce I ever knew was my 
great-aunt Joyce, and she 
was definitely a woman. She 
was also the only woman I 
knew who always smoked 
when she did the washing 
up, but in the 1950s that 
didn’t seem too bad, 
somehow. The thing is that 
she was called Joyce and she 
was a woman, and she was 
the only Joyce in my world, 
so I assumed naturally that 
people called Joyce were 
women. 

What made me even more 
confused, though I didn't 
realise it at the time, was 
that Auntie Joyce was 
married to a man with a 
girTs name. My great-uncle 
was called Evelyn. He was 
the only Evelyn I ever met, 
and the only other one I ever 
heard of was Evelyn Waugh, 
so it seemed natural to 
assume that people called 
Evelyn were men. Later on 
in life I started to come 
across other people called 
Evelyn who displayed 
distinctly female 
characteristics, but early on 
in life I thought that Evelyn 
was a boy’s name and Joyce 
was a girl s, so that when 
people were introducing my 
great-unde and great-aunt 


to people, there was no need 
fora conversation like this:- 

THave you met Evelyn 
and Joyce?" 

“No. Delighted. Which of 
yon is which?’' 

(Now I do realise that 
Evelyn Glennie is not a man. 
Ia fact, she does not even 
pronounce her name the 
same as my great-uncle. He 
was Eave-fynn and rile is 
Ew-Iyn. I know this because 
l once heard her correct Ned 
Sberrin over the pro- 
nunciation of her name on 
Loose Ends, and it is one of 
the great mysteries of the 
modern age that a sup- 
posedly profoundly deaf 
dr umm er can hear a single 
syllable being 
mispronounced ...) 

Personally, I blame the 
women. They have been 
ta king over men’s names as 
quietly and insidiously as 
they have been taking over 
trousers and jeans. 

Samantha Fox can call her 
herself Sam Fox and get 
away with it, even if she 
sounds like a missing brother 
for Edward and James Fox. 
You can be a female poet 
called Stevie Smith and you 
can be a female actress 
called Billie Whitelaw but a 
man has to stick to a man's 


name, so that when I first 
came across a song that 
started “Frankie and Johnny 
were lovers", I had to wait 
for a while to find out which 
was the man and which was 
the woman. 

(That was in the innocent 
1950s again. Nowadays you 
would have to wait to* find 
out if Frankie and Johnny 
were both men or both 
women.) 

Another name with sexual 
ambiguity is Shirley, which 
can belong to a woman, as in 
Shirley Williams, or to a 
man, as in ... well, Shirley 
Brooks is the only example I 
can readily think of, he being 
a long-forgotten editor of 
Punch. I have also met girls 
who preferred to be called 
Charlie and several women 
who preferred to be called 
Jo and I think 1 once met a 
girl who said she liked to be 
called Andy, though I may 
have misheard her. 

But I have only once in 
my life met a couple who 
had got the problem solved 
for once and for all, for the 
simple reason that they both 
had the same name. 

He was called Robin, 

So was she. 

Nobody could ever get 
them mixed up. 
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the commentators 


Cancel that invite 
to the virtual 
dinnerparty 


T he more wu move into the 
electronic age the more 
people want to meet real 
people. I Happened to be in the 
United States earlier this week 
on the day of the presidential 
election and what struck me as 
most interesting was not the 
themes the commentators were 
banging on about -the ffloiy low 
turnout, or the support for Clin- 
ton among women - but rather 
the way the final days of the 
campaign were fought. 

Thus Bob Dole, aged 73. was 
widclv applauded for spending 
the fast 96 hours whizzing 
round America without even 
slopping for a couple of hours' 
sleep, making scores of five- 
minute speeches to supporters, 
before getting back on to the 
plane. The President's schedule 
was only slightly less frantic. It 
was not relevant that the vast 
bulk of the nation's voters 
could never be reached in this 
way, and that they merely saw 
a series of clips on the TV that 
happened to come from dif- 
ferent hits of America. Nor was 
h relevant that a whole array of 
new interactive technology 
enables ordinary people to 
communicate with politicians. 

In the land of the Internet, per- 
sonal contact remains king. 

By chance. I came across 
two "other examples of the wav 
in which the more advanced the 
technology, the greater the evi- 
dent need for personal contact. 

I was trying never having done 
it before, to travel back by Con- 
corde - trying because 45 min- 
utes out from New York an 
engine failed and the poor thing 
had to dump fuel and struggle 
hack to Kennedy with, so to 
speak, its tail between its legs. 

The experience encouraged a certain cama- 
raderie among the passengers and it transpired 
that the .American executive next to me had a 
schedule of Dolc-iie rigour. He had already had 
two other meetings in different US cities that 
morning using a company jet which delivered 
him to die Concorde ram’p. He was then going 
to pick up another company jet at Heathrow 
to take him to Berlin by 2am. ready for an Sam 
presentation. The previous week he had been 
in Australia. Hong Kong Taiwan and mainland 
China. He looked perfectly fit on it, but con- 
fessed that it was a dreadful way of living Ytet 
his company, one of the great hi-tech multi- 
nationals. was in such tierce competition that 
this was what he had to do. Telecommunications 
were mu enough: he had to he there in person. 

The other example concerns the BT-MTI 
takeover. News of this leaked towards the end 
of last week. Sirring the companies to bring for- 
ward the announcement. How? Well, it seems 
that about six weeks ago a group of more than 
a dozen BT executives went to New York. They 
were spotted in the BA first-class lounge a"t 
Kennedy by a London analyst, who thought it 
odd that they should be breaking normal com- 
mercial practice by having all the senior man- 
agement on one plane. He reckoned that there 
must he a very big deal brewing. This suspicion 



Hamish 

McRae 

In the land 
of the 
Internet, 

people have 
to meet 
each other 
mare, not 
less. 

Personal 

contact 

remains 

king 


was confirmed a couple or weeks 
later when they were spotted 
again It could only be one of 
about four possible deals, and 
the investment bank concerned 
correctly guessed which one it 
was - and told its clients, who 
filled their boots with the stock. 

You see the point: a giant 
takeover between these two 
communications companies 
required the physical presence 
of a large number of its senior 
people in the same place. They 
would have had available the 
most sophisticated electronic 
communications technology in 
the world, but that would not 
have done the job. The people 
had to meet. 

So it is almost as though the 
electronic age, far from reduc- 
ing the need for percon-to- 
person contact, may actually 
increase iL In a way, this is 
comforting It is good to know 
that we are not heading into a 
world of virtual dinner parties, 
sitting thousands of miles apart 
and toasting each other on 
video screens. In the business 
world, the process of interna- 
tionalisation. made possible by 
better communications, means 
that people have to meet each 
other more, not less. 

Or rather, some people need 
to meet more. Ana this is also 
disturbing because this grow- 
ing need for personal contact is 
associated with the growing 
disparities in our society: what 
one might call the performance 
culture, or the star society. It is 
now widely recognised that 
there has been an enormous 
surge in demand for the ser- 
vices of a few people - the top 
doctors, lawyers, film stars, 
financial analysts, politicians, 
and so on - while the demand for the rest, even 
the good average performer, has fallen away. 
For someone with be low-average skills, the 
outlook is bleaker stilL 
So people who come into this star category 
find themselves having to race around, trying 
to satisfy all these demands on their time. The 
fact that Bob Dole could appear on millions 
of TV screens increased the demand for him 
to appear in person, not the reverse. 

At our own forthcoming election, the party 
leaders will have to race around in their hired 
planes, followed by aides, boosters and critics. 
No one will be interested in some third-rate MP 
in a boring constituency. Our top business 
people will continue to race around, busier and 
busier, while their companies "downsize'' the 
middle management. The fees of our top enter- 
tainers will soar as they sell to the global mar- 
ket. while the ranks of resting actors will swell 
Solution? I have none, because the pressures 
that have created the star society will grow for 
the foreseeable future. But we can perhaps 
lean against it, by making up our own minds 
us. to what constitutes merit - which people are 
“real”. Amateur actors can give enjoyable per- 
formances: middle management matters, and 
I know at least one “foot-soldier” MP who has 
wonderful, thoughtful ideas. 


Blair can keep his 
romance and flowers 


N ot since Rod 
Stewart wriggled 
his bottom and 
asked his rhet- 
orical question. 
”D’ ya think I'm sexy?*’ have I 
been so exdted. Tony Blair is 
coming down to our level girls. 

The great man hims elf is to 
walk among us in “fe minin e set- 
tings", according to Labour 
Party sources. Hair becalmed, he 
will also talk to us in words of not 
more than four letters. None of 
this endogenous growth rub- 
bish. No -he will calk to us about 
bills and housekeeping while 
dressed like Lily Savage. Let us 
not trouble our pretty heads 
about Europe and other such 
boys’ talk when Blair can whis- 
per sweet nothings in our ears 
about all the sweet nothings he 
is going to do for us when he gets 
into power. I had taken “femi- 
nine settings” to mean Ladies' 
lavatories and Ann Summers 
parties, but judging from this 
week's performance it means 
more pictures of Blair kissing the 
cheeks of babies instead of the 
backsides of businessmen. 

They are all at iL Major is 
supposed to have had his voice 
lowered, and is boasting about 
his full head of hair. Ever since 
he took his jacket off, he has 
unleashed an almost Colin 
Firth-like power. The “arousal 
factor” that Clinton possesses 
for women has delivered him 
another term. Suddenly 
women are being talking about 
as a fluffy kind of block vote 
that can be persuaded one way 
or another by a bit of male 
grooming. 

Asto nishingl y, astute com- 
mentators have pointed out 
that Blair is a man's idea of 
what appeals to women. Oh 
well, that's unusual for a politi- 
cian. The mysterious F-factor 
rem ains as mysterious to them 
as ever. How could American 
women still go for Clinton, an 
adulterous draft-dodger, when 
they could have gonefor an old 
war veteran who has been loyal 
to his wife? The idea that 
women respond to Clinton 
because of his politics, his 
empathy and the fact that what- 
ever his mistakes he has chosen 
to be with a tough, clever and 
independent woman, is beyond 
them. Yet the advisers who 
have turned Cberie Blair into a 
silent but dutiful limpet under- 
estimate our intelligence. Many 
women I have spoken to per- 
ceive Norma Major to be more 
independent and strong- 
minded than Cherie because of 
her resistance to playing the 
part that some may have wished 
her to play. 

If image-making and media 
manipulation took place as it 


by Suzanne Moore 



In the real world, women are 
pushing forward. We vote not 
on the basis of shagability, 
but on the basis of credibility 



once did - behind dosed doors 
- it would be a different mat- 
ter, yet the fact that all this tatt- 
ing up is done in public simply 
increases female suspicion. 1ms 
is hardly surprising, since 
women are the experts in mas- 
querade. Femininity itself is a 
game that women learn to play 
from early on. It is not that 
women judge by appearances 
alone. Rather, we understand 
the work and motivation that 
has gone into changing appear- 
ances, and are therefore not 
entirely fooled by them. 

More importantly, however, 
Blair may not be appealing to 
many women voters because of 
bis desperation to appeal to a 


small section of them. A cam- 
paign to woo the conservative 
women of Middle England is 
backfiring. The emphasis on 
family values, the presentation 
of Blair and his happy brood in 
their smart but casual clothing, 
his views on abortion, his pon- 
tifications about morality, leave 
as many of us cold. The words 
smug, smarmy, self-satisfied, 
are used again and again. What 
Blair’s adviseis (all male apart 
from a couple of "safe women", 
such as Harriet Hannan and 
Tessa Jowell) fail to realise is 
that if anything unites women 
it is that they know what it is 
like to be patronised, and they 
don't respond well to iL 


To be told, then, that we are 
to be further targeted because 
a couple of focus groups have 
become dissatisfied is not good 
news. The gap between politics 
as it is played out and the rest 
of life grows ever wider. Even 
die modernisers of the Labour 
Party appear to live in the 1950s, 
seemingly unable to distinguish 
between sex appeal and the 
appeal of men who are at ease 
with women. This homogenous 
group of female votes that 
decides elections on the basis of 
fandability does not exisL When 
polled, women actually are 
interested in competence and 
the ability to manage the econ- 
omy, just as they are concerned 


with health, education and social 
issues. (Gosh, I'm almost mak- 
ing them sound like men. That 
can't be right, can it?) 

What many modern women 
respond to, though - and I 
think they have responded to it 
in Clinton as they did with John 
Smith - is the appeal of a man 
who -is comfortable with 
women, powerful women, 
whether they be colleagues, 
wives, advisers. Blair has fallen 
down here. His inner circle is 
male, the press machinery is run 
by men, and the cracks arc 
beginning to show. Stroppy 
women are relegated in favour 
of Harman-like clones, as 
un threatening as they are unex- 
citing. Clare Short is immensely 
popular, and if any of them 
cared to look outside the nar- 
row world of Westminster they 
could quite easily see the kind 
of women that other women 
like are people like Patty in Ab 
Fob - a drunken slut. The Hand- 
ing of the Blair agenda unfor- 
tunately means that someone 
like Patsy will never be Minis- 
ter for Htealth. A Shadow Cab- 
inet that can manage to patro- 
nise Barbara Castle - isn't she 
amazingly bolshie for a little old 
lady - doesn’t bode well for any 
of us. 

Once in power, Blair, we arc 
promised, will loosen up a little. 
Another makeover beckons. 
Mtybc he will even stop grinning. 
Yet for all the packaging, some 
of us remain interested in the 
contents of his package. We 
don't care about hrs flyaway hair 
as much as we do about child 
care, about public transport, 
about pensions, about the mini- 
mum wage. These are not 
“women's issues", whatever that 
means. They are merely issues 
that affect more than half the 
population. There is nothing 
more off-putting than being 
deliberately wooed by an admin- 
istration offering "female- 
friendly" policies. V& don't want 
government to be friendly to us, 
we want to be part of iL which is 
a different thing altogether. All 
this talk appears incredibly old- 
fashioned, as though women 
were passively waiting to be given 
a few little treats to keep us 
happy. Why doesn't the Labour 
Party just send us all flowers, 
chocolate and perfume while 
they retire to the smoking room 
to talk about what is important? 

In the real world, women are 
pushing forward and, shocking 
as it seems, we vote not on the 
basis of “shagability” but on the 
basis of credibility. What is unat- 
tractive about Blair, whether it's 
his hair or his teeth, can be cos- 
metically corrected His conde- 
scension. I fear, requires deep 
and painful surgery. 


Sexpot for sale 


“A 


l-o delicious, as a 
-prcaJ or on ice 
cream.” says the label, 
coyly. The primary use of Choco- 
late Bod\ Paint 1 L.V5W Isn't men- 
tioned *>n the packaging. The 
manufacturers a>-ume that «i- .uv 
all fashionably familiar with the 
foodie phenomenon: slapping 
chocolate over your body in or- 
der to nuke yourself more at- 
tractive lo the opposite sex. as 
popularis'd hy Jane Horroeks in 
Lift- is .S-.uv:. ’ 

, Just .is starchy, unappetising 
f^.iuddings can notional!} be ren- 

t red more appetising by a dollop 
Birds custard, so you too will he 
turned into a delicious little tart hy 
garnishing yourself liberally with 
cocoa solids. It's been oil the rage 
for stime time. .And we're not talk- 
ing Haney Nichols Food Hall 
here: the latest sex aid confec- 
tionery is hack lining the shelve* 
of neigh hourhiiod stores such as 
British Home Stores. Toco and 
Safeway*, ready for the Christmas 
rush. 

It is on sale in BHS ■■Christmas 
Store" departments, where it was 

introduced Inst year and became 
their hcsT-sclling line. Ntnv it is 
hack, part of a bigger range includ- 
ing Chocolate and Passion Fruit 
body paint and Hoi Fudge Fumasy paint. 
A variation on the theme Ls Kissing 
Chocolate. sold with a small brush so that 
it can be applied to the lips. 

You may. in a reckless, mischievous 
moment, have tried to imagine the 
woman in front of you with the trolley full 
»*jf faggots and Ribcna ever having vex. 
1 ow*you will find yourself sickly lanta- 
1 «ing about what she plans to do with her 
7|{)0e of love chocolate. 

Not that anyone objects to a little 
harmless sexual experimentation. The 
peculiar thing about these sex aid gro- 
ceries is the element of premeditation 
involved. Many u happy loving couple 
bos no doubt splashed the double choco- 
late fudse about m a mad moment, but 
buying a special jar. warming it up and 
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Louise Levene 
tastes ajar 
of chocolate 
body paint 


painting it on with the special brush pro- 
vided? Where's the spontaneity in that? 
Besides, healing it up sounds dodgy - as 
anyone who has ever been scalded by a 

soupcon nf ganachc will testify. 

Chocolate -coated sex is definitely a 
high-risk activity. Do the deed near an 
open window and wasp bites become a 


nasty possibility. Allergic reac- 
tions can't be ruled out. ftoplc 
may not get as embarrassed as 
they used to about going to the 
doctors with personal matters, 
but “intra preputial erythema due 
to atopic chocolate allergy” is 
going to look pretty silly on your 
notes. 

The allergy might manifest 
itself in other ways. Chocolate is 
a major cause of migraine, 
remember: “Not tonight darling, 
last night gave me a headache.” 

Sex and sweeties have enjoyed 
a longstanding association , from 
the traditional heart-shaped box 
of chocolates through to dieny lip 
gloss and Savoured condoms. 
Condom flavouring is a surpris- 
ingly unsophisticated area. 
Scrupulous market research by 
Durex into the flavour preferences 
of the average condom user have 
led them to setlle on strawberry, 
banana, ice mint and tangerine. 
Not exactly the peak of aduli 
sophistication, indeed, this infan- 
tile menu might easily be the 
flavour range for Punch and Judy 
toothpaste. 

Of course, just because people 
buy a product doesn't mean they 
do any more than stick it on a 
shelf- people bought 77 w Satanic 
Verses but they didn’t necessarily take it 
to bed. The mere fact that silly women 
with more money than sense treat their 
friends to a jar of smearing chocolate 
rather than a set of novelty fridge mag- 
nets/Garfield knickers should not lead us 
to draw conclusions about the nation’s 
sexual preferences. 

People who arc genuinely addicted to 
the practice or licking foodstuffs off their 
near-and-dear (rather than those who 
are simply addicted to buying useless 
presents) probably use ordinary house- 
hold ingredients anyway. Nutella makes 
a very acceptable substitute (they tell 
me) but die most interesting alternative 
must surely be Ice Magic. Inc chocolate 
ice-cream topping that hardens on con- 
tact ... Anyone for seconds? 


Smarm: the 
complete gu ide 


I ngratiating, crawling, fawn- 
ing. servile, obsequious, syco- 
phantic, suave, smooth, oily, 
unctuous. What a change a new 
haircut can make. Those are the 
words listed in Chambers Com- 
bined Dictionary Thesaurus os syn- 
onyms for “smarmy”, the cur- 
rently fashionable epithet for Tony 
Blair, who only recently was being 
described as “dictatorial". 

Occurrences of the word 
“smarmy” in our database of 
national newspapers include 21 
sightings in the 
vicinity of “Blair”. 

Smarmy scores for 
other ’ politicians 
include eight for 
John Major, six for 
Hescltine, Tour for 
Howard, three each 
for Thatcher and 
Kenneth Clarke, 
two for POrtillo, and 
one each for Bot- 
tomley and Prescott. 

Even “Monkhouse” 
only scores nine on 
Lhe smarmy scale. 
Furthermore, while 
those scores have been accumu- 
lated over three years. Blair's 
smarminess has mainly happened 
in the past few weeks. Until the 
end of September, his total was 
only seven, with 14 additional 
sightings since 1 October. 

The rise in smarmy Blair has 
coincided with a sudden decline 
in dictatorial Blair. In July alone, 
the database shows 14 instances 
of “dictatorial” in the same para- 
graph as “Blair”, with another 
five in August and eight in Sep- 
tember. Yet since 1 October 
there has been only one more 
sighting. April may’ be the cru- 
ellest month, but October and 
November arc the smarmiest. 

“Smarmy” is not among the 3S 
words or pHrases in Erikine May's 
list of unparliamentary expres- 
sions. You cannot call an Honor- 


55 m arm 
Bril informal. 

1. to flatten (itac 
hair, etc) with 
cream or grease. 

2. la ingratiate 
oneself (with). 
[C19: of unknown 
origin I 

smarmy 
obsequiously 
flattering or 
unpleasantly suave 

- Collins English 
Dictionary 


able Member a “cad”, “coward” 
or “criminal”, nor even a “cheeky 
young pup” in the House of Com- 
mons without expecting the Chair 
to intereene. but you might get 
away with “smarmy” - unless, of 
course, the Speaker considered it 
no better than “pecksniffian cant” 
which was deemed lo be unpar- 
liamentary in 192S. 

“Smarmy”, according to the 
Oxford English Dictionary, dates 
bade to 1909 as an adjectival form 
of the word “smarm” or “smalm" 
which had been 
around for 100 years. 
Originally just a verb 
for smoothing, espe- 
cially of hair, its 
meaning gradually 
moved to include the 
implication of a real 
smoothie. Its collo- 
quial nature seems to 
have prevented it 
entering the more 
respectable dictio- 
naries of quotations. 
\Vc found no refer- 
ence in Antony Jay's 
Oxford 

Political Quotations . or J< 

Green's Dictionary of Insulting 
Quotations, though a trawl through 
the latter suggests that the allegedly 
smarmy Mr Blair is only carrying 
on a long and noble British tradi- 
tion. Nietzsche, in 1SS9. said: “The 
English arc the people of con- 
summate cam," while in 1953 the 
East German Communist Party 
included “paralytic sycophants’ 
and “carrion -eating servile imita- 
tors” among the approved termsof 
abuse for the British. For an accu- 
sation of pure smarm, however, 
surety no one can outdo Disraeli's 
condemnation of Sir Robert Peel: 
“The Right Hotwrable Gentle- 
man's smile is like the silver fittings 
on a coffin.” There's one for the 
Blair -bashers. 

William Hartston 
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Dominion Resources to decide today on 




Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The board of Dominion Re- 
sources, the US utiliiy group 
considering launching a take- 
over bid for East Midlands 
Electricity, is expected to decide 
today whether to press ahead 
with a formal offer. 

Senior Do mini on executives 
were returning to the US last 


night after evaluating a poten- 
tial bid with their UK advisers, 
SBC Warburg. An announce- 
ment is likely by Monday. 

A bout of profit- taking and 
mounting fears that the bid 
would be referred to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission drove East Midland's 
share price down ISp to 5915p. 
The US power supplier re- 
vealed on Wjdnesday that it was 


considering making an offer at 
not much above 608p. 

Sources close to Dominion 
would only say that the board 
meeting, to be held at the 
group's Virginia headquarters, 
would take place “in the next 
few working days”. 

However City analysis said 
the US company would have to 
pay around 670p a share for an 
East Midlands bid to be suc- 


cessful, valuing the Notting- 
ham-based group at £13bn. 

Electricity analysts at invest- 
ment bankers Kteinwort Benson 
advised investors to hang on to 
their shares and suggested the 
Other three remaining Rees 
which did not face takeover 
bids, London, Yorkshire and 
Southern, could be undervalued 
by as much as a third. 

This assessment was at odds 


with the increasingly pessimistic 
views of some fund managers 
who doubted whether the Gov- 
ernment would allow two more 
Rees to fall into US hands so 
dose to a general election. If 
Northern Electric was taken 
over by CE Electric and East 
Midlands falls to Dominion it 
would mean five of the 12 re- 
gional power suppliers were 
under foreign controL 


a manag er from one leading 
pension fund commented: “ My 
major concern is on the regu- 
latory front. You just don’t 
know what the DTI is going to 
do with these bids after it 
blocked the takeover of South 
West Water.” 

However the suggestion that 
Do minio n would pay only 608p 
for East Midlands gave a mas- 
sive boost to CE Electric’s bid 


campaign for Northern, he! 
the USfridders to double 
stake in the company. 

By last night C& Electric 


had'bouzht a further 133 rail 
lion Northern 


shares, raising Us 

stake from 13.4 per cent to26.76 
per cent; Northern shares 
drifted tower all day, dosing 7p 
down at 623Jp. well below 
CE*s 630p offer price. It brings 
OH'S slake dose to the 30 per 


cent limit under takeover rules. 

' pending the bid's approval by 
the DTI. 

David Sokol, the chainnsm bf *• 
Nebraska-based CalEnergy, 
CE’s main shareholder, said: "if 
you look at Dominion’s 
proposed offer it would- appear 
- that our bid is too high, Ftople , 

generally regard East Midlands i 
as a better REG than 
Northern. M 


r . 


Ailing Kwik Save 


to close 107 stores 


Nigel Cope 


THE RISE AND FALL OF KWIK SAVE 


Kwik Save became tbe latest 
casually in the cut-throat super- 


market battle yesterday when it 
jfans to close 107 


announced pi 
stores, threatening 1,900 jobs. 
The closures are part of a 
wholesale shake-up of the be- 
leaguered group which is caught 
between the superstores such as 
Tesco and Samsbury and the 
cheaper continental discounters 
such as Aldi. 

The restructuring accompa- 
nied a plunge in pre-tax prof- 
its from f 125m to £2.Sm. hit by 
an £87 .5 m provision to cover the 
cost of the closures. The shops 
will close between January and 
September though the com- 
pany hopes either to redeploy 
staff or to achieve the cuts 
through natural wastage. 

Chief executive Graeme 
Bowler insisted that in spite of 
its problems Kwik Save still had 
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a place on Britain’s high streets. 
“This ] 


lis is a company that is gen- 
erating £33bn of sales, has 
nine million customer transac- 
tions every week and is making 
£90m profit.” 

His finance director Derek 
Pretty stressed the company’s 
strong cash flow and balance 
sheet: “This is not a company 
which is on Us knees.” 

The eight-month review was 
undertaken by Andersen Con- 
sulting, which was paid £4m in 
fees for the project The result 
is that Kwik Save intends to re- 
tain its marketing proposition 


as a discount supermarket while 
moving slightly up-market 

Store layouts and lighting 
will be improved. Trading hours 
will become more flexible to suit 
each location though it has 
ruled out a “7-11" convenience 
store approach. A new Kwik 
Save own label will be intro- 
duced, with the first ranges 
available from next spring. 
More emphasis will be placed 
on fresh foods, convenience 
foods, health and beauty prod- 
ucts and over-the-counter 
medicines. 

The stores mil be made less 
cluttered with lower shelving. 
Fresh fruit and vegetable con- 
cessions will be moved inside 
the main store so customers 
only have .to. queue: .a( one 
check-out 

Investment in staff training 
will be increased. There will be 
more investment in new tech- 
nology with better point-of- 
sale systems and re-ordering 


processes. The management 
team has also been strength- 
ened. with Phil Smith joining as 
marketing director and new 
buying and personal directors 
appointed 

The total cost of the changes 
will be around £3 00m and will 
take three to five years to com- 
plete. Mr Bowler said Kwik 
Save would establish a position 
as a popular location for week- 
end and “top-up” shopping. 
He hopes to increase the aver- 
age customer spend per trans- 
action from the current £9.20 to 
over £10. 

Kwik Save shares rose I7_5p 
to 321 .5p, partly because the 
company maintained the divi- 
dend. However, City analysts 
were sceptical over the pew 
strategy. Paul Smiddy of Credit 
Lyonnais Laing said it was open 
to question whether it would in- 
crease sales. 

Frank Davidson of James * 
Cape! called it "deeply unim- ■ 


pressure". He added: “Old, 
marginal stores lose volume. 
But what can they do? Perhaps 
they will eventually be taken 
over by Aldi. It would be a 
kindness.” 

Mr Bowler said tbe board had 
considered selling the business 
but denied that it bad received 
any approaches from Aldi No 
other approaches were re- 
ceived. 

He said that Dairy Farm, 
which owns a 29 percent stake 
in the business, was "support- 
ive of Kwik Save and of its man- 
agement.” 

Following the closure pro- 
gramme Kwik Save will have 
872 stores. It currently has 
23,000 staff - 

In the 53 weeks, to August 
Kwik SaveVpre’-exeeptional 
profits fell 28 percent to £90m. 
the final . dividend was un- 
changed A 20p. like for like 
sales were flat over the year. 

Comment, page 21 



Costain 
falls into 
stormy 
waters 
again ; 


Nigel Cope 


Costain, the troubled con- 
struction group, was .at the 
centre of controversy again 
yesterday after its shares were 
suspended pending clarifica- 
tion of its financial position 
and farther details about as- 
set disposals. 

The company is expected to 
make ah announcement re- 


garding its disposal protect 
Inane 


and subsequent financi 
arrangements shortly. 

The shares were suspended 
at 46p and the board called an 
emergency meeting yesterday 
afternoon. ■"» 

The news caught the market 
off-guard as Costain whs 



thought to be headin|4or 


Battling: Graeme Bowler insisted Kwik Save still bad a place on Britain's high streets 


RA may have to give up 
a third of Heathrow slots 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The European Commission is 
understood to be demanding 


that British Airways give up as 
urd of its ' 


many as a third of its lucrative 
slots on US routes from 
Heathrow airport as a condition 
for approving its proposed al- 
liance with American Airlines. 

It also emerged that UK reg- 
ulatory approval for the merg- 
er could be delayed until the 
middle of December. 

Commission officials sire ex- 
amining the monopoly impli- 
cations of the tie-up, which 
would give the two carriers 
control of 60 per cent of flights 
between the UK and the US, 
and are unlikely to make rec- 
ommendations before April 


British Airways and Ameri- 
can vehemently oppose the 
conditions, which may turn out 
to be tougher than those pri- 
vately recommended by the 
UK regulatory watchdog, the 
Office of Fair Hading. 

Last month the OFT passed 
its report to Ian Lang, the Pres- 
ident of tbe Board of Trade, who 
has to deride whether to refer 
the alliance to the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. The 
OFT is also believed to have ap- 
proved the arrangement on 
condition that foe two carriers 
divest themselves of a substan- 
tial number of Heathrow slots. 

Mr Lang was thought to be 
about to reveal his derision, 
though sources yesterday sug- 
gested the announcement could 
be delayed until mid-December. 


One reason would be that sig- 
nificant progress in the revived 
open skies negotiations be- 
tween the UK and foe US is un- 
likely until President Clinton 
forms a new cabinet Frederico 
Pena, foe US Transport Secre- 
tary, is not expected to keep a 
seat in foe new Clinton admin- 
istration. The US Government 
will only agree to foe BA-Amer- 
ican alliance if foe UK signs an 
open skies agreement 
The latest proposals by foe 
EG which were presented to the 
two carriers last week, are be- 
lieved to apply to UK-US routes 
where they would enjoy close to 
a monopoly. In services be- 
tween Heathrow and Boston, 
Miami and Seattle, the alliance 
would give BA and American 
100 per cent of the market. 


Boots 



move 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Boots moved yesterday to 
defuse worries that foe OFTs 
recent challenge to retail price 
maintenance in non-prescrip- 
tion drugs might lead to a dam- 


Boois foe Chemists sales would 
be affected and past experience 
suggests that the business would 
emerge with increased market 
share.” 

John Bridgeman, the OFTs 
director groeraL said three weeks 


aging pnee war. 
Vfic 


Sir Michael An^us, chair- 
man, said foe decision to refer 
Britain's last legal price-fixing 
arrangement to the Restrictive 
Practices Court was disap- 
pointing but he said Boots foe 
Chemists was well placed what- 
ever its conclusion. 

He added: “The company 
believes that retail price main- 
tenance on over-the-counter 
medicines should remain in 
force because consumer inter- 
ests are best served by retaining 
the service to local communities 
currently provided by pharma- 
cists. Only a small proportion of 



Sir James Blyth, Boots 
chief executive - 


ago that a 26-year-old agreement 
which allows manufacturers to set 
prices cm over-the-counter treat- 
ments such aspamkfllers and vi- 
tamins had cost consumers 
JEISOma year on average through 
artificially hig h prices. . 

The move, which some ana- 
lysts believe couid lead to price 
reductions of up to 15 per cent 
and cut Boots’ overall profits by 
as much as 6 per cent, was a vic- 
tory for Asda, the supermarket 
chain, which has led a campaign 
to scrap the arrangement. 

Sir Michael Angus was speak- 
ing as Boots reported a 9 per 
cent rise in profits before ex- 
ceptional items in the six months 
to September. He described 
foe half year as extremely busy 
for foe company. During the six 
months. Boots sold its Chil- 
drens World subsidiary to Store- 
house for £62-5 m, acquiredthe 
50 per cent of DIY chain Do It 


All it did not already own from 
WH Smith, executed a £3 00m 
share buyback and acquired 
Lulsia, a French skiocare group, 
for £1 15m. 

: There were profits improve- 
ments across the board, al- 
though AG Stanley, the Fads 
and Homestyle DIY group, re- 
mained £6.9m in foe red (£7.6m 
loss in 1995). Boots the 
Chemists, foe core pharmacy 
chain, saw profits rise from 
£1643m to £lS4m, Halfords in- 
creased profits from £9-2m to 
£11.9m and Boots Opticians' 
contribution rose from £4.1m to 
£4.5 m. 

Do It All reduced its loss 
sharply thanks to an 8 per cent 
rise in sales from ongoing stores, 
but because Boots assumed full 
responsibility for the company 
in June its share of the loss only 
fell from £4^m to £3.7m. 

Investment Cotmnn, page 22 


calmer times after a £74m 
rescue rights issue in the sum- 
mer. This saw Malaysian 
group Intria take a 40 percent 
stake in tbe business. 

Costain has been looking to 
sell its US coal interests and 
it is likely that this is the as- 
set disposal in question. Lon- 
rho pulled out of talks to buy 
foe coal business in July. How- 
ever, Cbstain said it had been 
approached by several other 
potential.- purchasers since 
then. Die subsidiary made 
operating losses of £2.Sm last 
year. \ 

Only 'two mouths ago. 
Costain’s chief executive, Alan 
Lovell, said the company was 
feeling; good about life”. 

This was in spite of the an- 
nouncement in September of. *■ 
doubled first-half losses of* 
£19m. The company blamed* 
delays on starting contracts, isQ. 
ducting the controversial New- 
bury by-pass. 

Management hoped to 
achieve a turnaround in the 
second half on the back of an 
order book said to be 15 per 
cent up aL £636m. 

The rights issue in July res- 
cued Costain from receiver- 
ship. It had been battered by 
poor investment in property 
and US mining in the laite 
1980s and by thin margins on 
contracting work. 

Its shares were suspended; in 
the summer ahead of an emer- 
gency meeting to pass the 
rights issue. The chairman.'Sir 
Christopher Benson, then told 
shareholders: “If you vote 
against it there will not W a 
Costain and you will not be 
shareholders.” 

The shares resumed trading 
in July. _ . : i_ 
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Clarke calls on Labour to clarify windfall tax 


Michael Harrison 


The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, yesterday sough t to ex- 
ploit Labour disarray over the 
windfall utilities tux by calling 
on foe party's leadership to 
spell out dearly which industries 
and companies would pay the 
levy. 

Mr Clarke also urged the 
Commons Trade and Industry 
Select Committee to call the 


shadow chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, to answer questions 
about bow the tax would be 
structured and levied. 

His challenge follows reports 
that Mr Brown and the Labour 
leader Tony Blair are split over 
haw widely the tax should be ap- 
plied. 

Earlier this week, Mr Blair’s 

E ress secretary, Alastair Camp- 
ell, said the tax would be 
levied on “privatised monopoly 


utilities”. Ed Wallis, chairman 
of the electricity generator, 
PowerGen, subsequently told 
MFS on foe committee that on 
this basis it would escape foe tax 
since it was not a monopoly, 
holding less than 20 per cent of 
foe generation market. 

A spokeswoman for Mr Blair 
then raid that foe party had not 
changed its position, suggesting 
that it ooula also take into ac- 
count market power, how foe 


companies had been initially 
priced and whether they had 
been lightly regulated. 

Labour has also been ap- 
proached by tbe re-elected din- 
ton administration and' told 
that the tax should not unfair- ' 
ly discriminate against the XJS . 
utilities that have bought up 
British regional electricity com- 
panies in foe last 18 months. 
Three Rees have so far been 
taken over by US companies at 


a cost of £4.4bn and two more 
are in the firing line. 

MrQarke described foe levy 
as “a tax on jobs, bill and pen- 
sions”, saying it would put 


saying 
which < 


prices up, put people out of a 
d hit sha 


job and hit shareholders. 

“The Labour Party are get- 

mire of their so-cafie^windfall 
tax on foe privatised utilities. 
Tony -Blair or Gordon Brown 
should put out a dear statement 


which industries and 
companies win pay this 
tax. They invented the tax and 
they should how describe it 
honestly and dearly.” 

Estimates of how. much the 
tax might raise vary from £5bn 
to £10bn. Much will hinge ou 
how widely it is applied and 
whether foe two biggest utilities 
- BT and British Gas-- escape 
the net or are left with' only 
modest windfall tax bills. 
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Germany’s short-lived eco- 
nomic recovery appears to be 
faltering. A.fluny of unexpect- 
edly depressing data was com- 
pounded yesterday by the latest 
jobless figures, which showed 
that seasonally adjusted unem- 
ployment in October had 
crashed through the 4 million 
barrier for the first time since 
foe war. 

. The jobless rate across the na- 
tion now stands at 10.6 per cent 
- a 0^ per cent rise on foe pre- 
vious month. As in foe bleak 
winter months last year, un- 
employment is rising steadily in 
both east and west Germany. 

The figures are particularly 
disappointing because they cor- 
respond to a period of relatively 
strong economic activity. Ger- 
many emerged from its mini-re- 
cession in the second quarter, 
and until recently most econo- 
mists had forecast a sustained 
recovery well into 1997. 

Last week, the six leading 
economics institutes said they 
agreed with the government’s 
of a growth rate of 
around 1 percent this year, and 


2-5 per cent in 1997. Howewt, 
foe latest industrial outpul’fijg- 
ures showed a dip instead of ibe 
forecast rise, and tbe Federal 
of German Chambers of Coin - , 
merce revised its growth forecast 
to between 1.5 and 2 per cegr 

Attaining the government 
target, especially on the budget 
deficit, is crucial in the battle to 
meet foe Maastricht conver- 
gence criteria for European 
monetary union. Even at thepf- 
fidaliy forecast growth rate, 
Germany was on course to mss 
tbe budget deficit re 

The shortfall stems L_ 0 _ 
the growing burden of — 
ployment benefits which, 1 
current trends, will only! 
heavier. 

On Friday, the govei 

expected to reveal a tax l_ 
fall of between DM2bn 
DMSbn. The Finance Mi 
Theo WaigeL threatens 
the gap by cutting welf 
spending. The ruling coal " 
of Christian Democrats . 
Free Democrats is already I 

teriy divided over the issue, * 

the Free Democrats effective- 
ly vetoing any rise in taxes, l W tc 
alternative is to cut government 
department spending. 
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Yet another disaster for the Keswick brothers 


EUAUjjll 


'As recently as 1993 
Kwik Save was flying 
high and Dairy Farm 
(part of Jardine’s), 
which had built up a 
29 per cent stake 
since 1987, had seen 
its investment double' 


T his has not been a happy few years for 
the brothers Keswick and their sprawl- 
ing Jardinc Matheson international trading 
empire. First came their disastrous invest- 
ment in Trafalgar House, which gobbled up 
£300rq of Jardine’s money before the 
Keswicks finally saw the light and bailed oul 
Then came the Jar dine Fleming debacle. If 
it is possible to blame Robert Fleming for 
the neglect and culture erf non compliance 
which allowed this to happen, it must fall dou- 
bly so on Jardinc Matheson. Robert Flem- 
ing, the other partner in this Hong Kong 
based securities operation, at least had the 
excuse of being 10,000 miles away on the 
other side of the world. Jardine's, on the other 
hand, is not only based in the same build- 
ing as Jardinc Fle min g, it occupies the 
floor immediately above. 

And now we have Kwik Save, another of 
Jardine's ill researched and then neglected 
investment strategies. It was not always so. 
As recently as 1993 the supermarket group 
was flying high and Dairy Farm (part of Jar- 
dine's). which bad built up a 29 per cent 
stake since 19S7. had seen its investment 
double. Return on investment was around 
50 per cent. Crucially, Kwik Save had vir- 
tually no competition. 

Bui in the early 1990s Continental dis- 
counters like Aid! and Netto came in, cut- 
ting prices to levels Kwik Save could never 
match. At the same time. Tesco, Sainsbury, 
ct al. were introducing value lines of their 
own. If you wanted to save money you could 


do so in a swanky superstore, not a tired, 
neglected branch of Kwik Save. Fbr reasons 
we can only guess at, Kwik Save manage- 
ment chose to do nothing. Instead of improv- 
ing their existing stores, they spent their time 
opening more and more outlets. Tbo many 
of its stores are now under-invested and in 
the wrong location. The shares have halved 
in the last year and the enviable return on 
capital figures have been squandered. 


p ■ - — — — - — M 

.'or Dairy Farm, the problems are acute. 
Simon Keswick may have been putting a 
brave face on it yesterday, but the UK is not 
his only headache. Dairy Farm's supermar- 
ket businesses in Australia and Spain are also 
struggling Yesterday’s review is a step ni the 
right direction. Brightening up the shops and 
removing their terrible clutter will make 
them seem less like a Polish discounter. 
Introducing an own label will help mar gins 
For the time being however, the Keswicks 
are going to have to resign themselves to the 
fact that their hoped for exit of a bid from 
the Continental discounters is not going to 
materialise. 

Meanwhile what to do about Jardine's 
more generally? Mind your own business, 
might be the Keswicks' answer, for this is a 
company registered in Bermuda, controlled 
by the Keswicks and without any significant 
following in the London based investment 
community. The fact that it is also a com- 
pany seemingly devoid of all corporate pur- 
pose or focus is really neither here nor there, 
apart, that is, to those unfortunate enough 


to be outside shareholders in a Jardine con- 
trolled enterprise such as Kwik Save. 

A worrying policy 
shift from Japan? 

Tnterpreting the Delphic remarks of over- 
JLseas finance officials is always a harzardous 
business, particularly when me gentleman in 
question happens to be Japanese. All the 
same it does appear from comments made 
yesterday by Eisuke Sakakibara, bead of 
Japan's international Finance Bureau, that 
a potentially very dramatic shift has occurred 
in Japan's exchange rate policy. Mr Sakak- 
ibara said that Japan’s economic recovery was 
now sufficient to bring an end to the trend 
of yen depredation. 

This is, of course, only a statement of opin- 
ion but the fact that ir comes from the man 
known as “Mr Yen", the official credited 
with arresting the yen’s devastating appre- 
ciation against the dollar m the mid-199fc, 
lends it a certain weight. If indeed polity has 
shifted, if indeed support for the dollar is 
going to be abandoned, and if Japanese 
interest rates are going to be heading higher 
again, does this fundamentally alter the 
investment landscape? The answer has to be 
an emphatic yes. notwithstanding the rela- 
tively sanguine reaction of markets 
yesterday. 

For the effect will be to remove the prop 
that Japanese money has been providing to 


the US bond market That in turn will mean 
that more American money is going to have 
to flow into funding the US deficit. That's 
going to require higher US interest rates 
which means less money for equities. Every- 
one knows that V&J1 Street is inflated and 
over-valued but nobody seems yet prepared 
to call the party to a halt The Dow’s 
euphoric reaction to President Clinton’s half 
victory may yet prove to have been the last 
ail too frenzied dance. And if that is the case 
the hangover is going to be a mighty one. But 
then again Mr Sakakibara may not have 
meant that at alL 

Waiting for sheriff 
Lang to make a move 

T he Virginians rode into town yesterday 
and did the boys from Nebraska a big 
favour. Dominion Resources’ miserly valu- 
ation of East Midlands Electricity makes 
CalEnergy's offer fbr Northern Electric 
look positively generous. Until sheriff Lang 
puts on his six guns, however, we will not 
know whether it has done either of them any 
good. 

When it comes to sharp Shooting, the 
President of the Board of Trade might as well 
be Jimmy Stewart in The Man Who Shot Lib- 
erty Vailance. But, as he has shown before in 
blocking electricity bids, he is lethal with a 
sawn -off shotgun, for he seems able to make 
almost anything pass for competition policy 


these days. On the face of it, there a re few 
policy issues here Mr Lang could use as an 
excuse for reference to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. He has already 
allowed a number of other American bids 

‘ so he 
two. 

the com- 
pany no favours but since its core gearing is 
typical of the US power sector, this should 
not stop it from being allowed to bid. 

The real question, as ever, is a political 
one. Ian Byatt, the water regulator, per- 
suaded Mr Lang to block both bids fbr South 
West Water on the grounds that it would 
reduce the number of comparators in the 
sector from 28 to 27. Since the number of 
stock market comparators in the electricity 
distribution sector would fall from a dozen 
at privatisation to just three if the two US 
bids are allowed, Mr Tang would have no 
difficulty in using this as a pretext for send- 
ing both the Nebraskans and the Virginians 
packing. 

However, such a move would send all the 
wrong signals Lo the re-elected Clinton 
administration. It would also give the Amer- 
icans ample scope far exacting their revenge 
on BT which needs US regulatory approval 
for its £12bu tilt at MCL But it is nearing 
election time here as well so there is always 
room for the rogue card- Watching the 
Americans ride off with nearly half the elec- 
tricity industry might be too much even for 
Mr Lang. 




Kleinwort slashes 
underwriting 
charges by 30% 


Peter Rodgers 
and Magnus Grimond 

City moves to cut the cost of 
raising capital gathered pace 
yesterday when Kleinwort Ben- 
son raised f 120m for Body cote 
International in a rights issue 
where the underwriting com- 
missions were slashed by almost 
30 per cent, saving more than 
£700.000. 

The announcement followed 
hard on the heels of two rights 
issues managed by Sch aiders 
which achieved commission 
savings of 8 and II per cent. 

All three moves are part of 
a campaign to introduce com- 
petition into charges to per- 
suade the Office of Fair Trading 
not to refer the City to the Mo- 
nopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Until recently, charges 
have been Toed, leading to ac- 
cusations of a cartel. 

Institutions welcomed the 
Kleinwort announcement, 
which involved the auction of 53 
.. per cent of the sub-underwrit- 
I .. ing compared with 36 per cent 


in Schraders' most recent issue, 
for More Group, and 2S per 
cent for the first auction, for 
Stakis last w'eeL 

But there was criticism of 
BZW for not cutting commis- 
sions in a £3Sm capital raising 
for Mayflower Corporation, 
the vehicle body manufacturers, 
also announced yesterday. 
BZW organised a placing and 
open offer which also involves 
underwriting commissions. 

The shares went to an im- 
mediate premium, which one in- 
stitution claimed was an 
indication that the underwriting 
risks were low' enough to justify 
a cut in commissi on. The shares 
closed 8p up al 143p. 

Bodycote also rose 3I.Sp to a 
new high of 7415p, but as a re- 
sult of the auction, sub-under- 
writers were paid just over 1 per 
cent compared with 1.5 per 
cent on a fixed commission 
scale. Kleinwort reduced its 
own commission pro rata, bring- 
ing the total saving to £701.000 
or 29 J per cent of the equiva- 
lent fixed commission cost. 


Mayflower's total underwrit- 
ing commissions were 2 per 
cent. Khalid Rahim, a manag- 
ing director of BZW, said the is- 
sue was smaller than Bodycote 
and very finely priced. He said 
BZW bad been instrumental in 
developing the techniques test- 
ed in the Stakis rights issue, and 
the investment bank had a 
number of ideas that would ben- 
efit companies raising capital in 
the future. 

Mayflower is raising the mon- 
ey as part of the funding for the 
S137m acquisition of SCSM 
Holdings, a supplier of metal 
pressings and body suhassembies 
to the US automotive industry. 

Bodycote International, the 
metal technology to insurance 
group, announced the £57.5m 
acquisition of Brukens Ther- 
motreau a Swedish heal treat- 
ment company, accompanied by 
the £120m rights issue. 

The deal, which is expected 
to be earnings enhancing before 
any savings from cost cuts, will 
give the British group a leading 
position in European markets. 


Booming retail sales 
dampen Budget hopes 


Michael Harrison 

Fresh doubts were cost over the 
prospects fora tax-cutting Bud- 
get yesterday as retailers re- 
ported high street sales at their 
mosr buoyant level for eight 
years. 

The Confederation of British 
Industry's latest distributive 
trades survey shows that the 
number of retailers reporting 
higher sales is the biggest since 
August 1*188. Orders placed 
with suppliers arc also rising at 
their fastest rate since January 
I9SS while the number of re- 
tailers •'tucking up in unticipa- 
ftfcm of increased demand is 
higher than at any time in the 
12 months. 


After a slight dip in Septem- 
ber the boom in sales has re- 
turned. said the CBI. For the 
first time since January 1990 all 
areas of retailing arc experi- 
encing some sales growth. 

But it is most pronounced in 
grocery, confectionery, the off- 
licence trade and clothing and 
fixitncar. Sale of furniture, car- 
pets. hardware china and DIY 
CiHkJs also benefited from the 
strong performance of the houv 
ing market. 

Alasuir Eperon. chairman of 
the CBI's distributive trades 
survey panel, said: “October's 
pick-up in annual retail trade is 
good news for retailers. They 
will also be reassured that the 
three-monthly moving average 


of underlying growth strength- 
ened in October, indicating 
that consumer confidence is 
holding up." 

However, the CBI is cau- 
tioning that the strength of 
consumer demand reinforces 
the need for the Chancellor. 
Kenneth Clarke, to opt for a 
cautious and prudent Budget. 
Adair Turner, the CBI’s direc- 
tor general voiced concern yes- 
terday that a tax giveaway 
Budget might have to be paid 
for with higher interest rates 
which would, in turn, put up- 
ward pressure on the pound and 
hit exporters. 

The CBI survey covets 15,000 
retail outlets employing 40 per 
cent of all high street staff. 






Daily scheduled Slight to Spain 

easyJet 


Amsterdam £35 * Scotland £Z9 * Nice £49 

All excl. tax rulrpect to availability 


There are only so many 
official Rolex jewellers. 

How come so many 
of them are ours? 


GOLDSMITHS: 

Aberdeen ■ Bath 
Brighton - Canterbury 
Chelmsford ■ Cheltenham 
Chester ■ Esher 
Gateshead - Guildford 
Harrogate ■ Leicester 
Llandudno 
London Brshopsgate 
Nottingham - Torquay 
Wakefield 

Weston-super-Mare 
Wigan ■ Wilmslow 
NOKTHERN GOLDSMITHS* 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
WALKER & HALU 
Altrincham • Cardiff 
Dudley ■ Ilford 
Leicester ■ Lincoln 
Middlesbrough 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
Nottingham - Oxford 
Sheffield - Stirling 
Thurrock • Woking 
ALFRED CHILLCOTT S CCh 
Bristol 

GREENWOOD JEWELLERS: 
Leeds 

GEO ATTENBOROUGHS; 
London 

BRACHER a SYDENHAM. 
Reading 

GEO FARRER LIMITED: 
Tunbridge Wells 
FATTDRKT & SONS: 
Bradford ■ Sheffield 
ROBINSON. 

Shrewsbury 
MUNSEY ft CO> 

Cambridge 
STRAD L1NG& 

Cirencester 
JA HASKELL. 

Ipswich 


Rolex are as uncompromising in their selection 
of Official Rolex Jewellers as they are in the 
manufacture of the timepieces themselves. 

With our huge nationwide chain including 
Walker & Hall, the Goldsmiths Group is probably 
the country’s leading chain of quality jewellers. 

It all began in 1919. when Goldsmiths were 
appointed as Britain's first Rolex jewellers. 

Today, every Goldsmiths jeweller still jealously 


t 


ROLEX 

e? Geneva 



guards his reputation for outstanding quality 
and service. Rolex is available at the branches 
listed above. Only so many jewellers will ever 
earn the right to sell — * 
a Rolex. 

And only so many 
people will ever own 


one. 



You perhaps? 


GOLDSMITH'S WALKER& HALL 

The first officially appointed Role* stockists in the UK- 

flyitw ftrgtW aw rh'mmrtf , „ ^ m w.fomnhp mnim, lord <* W 220 7U. 
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Pubmaster sale 
earns £170m for 
Brent Walker 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 


Breni Walker yesterday dis- 
posed of Pubmaster, its chain of 
1,650 mainly tenanted pubs, in 
a deal that leaves the William 
Hill bookmaking operation as 
its only remaining trading divi- 
sion. TTie £171m sale, which was 
backed by NatWest Ventures, 
gives up to 10 per cent of the 
chain to its management, led by 
former chairman John Brack- 
enbury, and paves the way for 
a reOotation of the pubs in two 
or three years. 

The deal also holds out the 
possibility that Brent Walker 
shareholders, who have watched 
their company collapse under a 
mountain of debt, may end up 
with some value for their stakes. 
It emerged yesterday thaL the 
company had put off plans to 
dispose of William PLiil, prefer- 
ring to let the bookmaker trade 
out of its recent difficulties be- 
fore negotiating a debt-for- 
equity swap with its bankers that 
would leave shareholders with 
a heavily diluted stake in a 
company focused exclusively 
on the betting shops. 

John Leach, chief executive, 
said the £171 ra proceeds of 
the sale represented the best 
reasonably achievable terms in 
current and foreseeable market 
conditions. Mr Brackenbury 
and colleagues are expected to 
take their full allotment of 10 
per cent of Pubmaster' s shares 
in exchange for an investment 
described only as a ‘'seven-fig- 
ure sum". The NatWest-led 
syndicate of backers also in- 
cludes Prudential Ventures, 
HSBC and Bank of Scotland. 

Brent Walker built up the 
Pubmaster chain after acquir- 
ing a number of pubs in 1988 
from Grand Metropolitan, from 
whom it was later to buy the 
William Hill chain. A year lat- 
er it added the Ibllemache & 
Cobbold and Cameron brew- 



John Brackenbury: Would make a fortune on stock market 


erics, together with their estates 
of bed pubs, and it has since ex- 
panded through acquisitions 
from Allied Breweries and 
Whitbread to become one of the 
country's largest pub landlords. 

Brent Walker sold the chain 
after deciding Pubmaster risked 
an acceleration of its loss in mar- 
ket postion because of the hold- 
ing company's inability to match 
the rising levels of capital ex- 
penditure across the industry. As 
on-trade beer volumes have de- 
clined over the past five years, 
increasing amounts of money 
have been poured into doing up 
pubs to by and grab a larger 
share of the skwly declining mar- 
ket Pubmaster has been unable 
to compete. 

A spokesman ‘for NatWest 
Ventures said the deal repre- 


sented good value at only 11 
times earnings per share, com- 
pared to price/eamings ratios of 
up to 30 for the more fashion- 
able managed pub estates such 
as Regent funs and JD Wether- 
spoon. He said Pubmastcr’s fi- 
nancial backers intended to 
bring it back to the stock mar- 
ket within three years in a deal 
•which looks certain to mak e 
sizeable fortunes for Mr Brack- 
enbury and his fellow directors. 

Brent Walker's remaining 
trading operation, William [fill, 
remains affected try ihe National 
Lottery, although Mr Leach 
said it was starting to benefit 
from a cut in betting duty, the 
introduction of slot machines 
into betting shops, and betting 
on the Irish lottery. 

Comment, page 21 


Five years on, Barton 

The Investment Column 



Anyone who thinks corporate turn- 
arounds are quick-hit aflaiis should take 
a look at Burton. It is now nearly five 
years since John Hoerner moved up to 
the chief executive's slot and cleared 
out the last vestiges of the nnlamented 
Halpem-era management. Yet it is only 
last year that for the first time “in liv- 
ing; memory” all the businesses moved 
back into profit. Even then the figures 
were still not desperately impressive, 
with only two divisions lifting trading 
margins through 10 per cent 

That said, pre-tax profits raised 54 
per cent to £152m are not to be 
sneezed at and Burton is now well and 
truly out of the recovery ward. Indeed, 
after four years when sales have hov- 
ered around the £13bu to £I.9bn 
mart last year's 7 per rent rise through 
the £2bn barrier for the first time looks 
set to mark the start of an expansion 
phase. 

The group still offers plenty of 
scope for growth. Despite the turn- 
round from loss, the Burton Menswear 
chain is still producing a pitiful £3 3m 
trading profit on £227 m of sales. That 
is some £500,000 less than Principles, 
a format aimed at the same 25 to up- 
per 40s age range, but with sales of only 
a little over half those of Barton. Man- 
agement has done well to move away 
from what at one stage seemed to be 
a chain characterised by permanent 
sales, but the dowdy image ts stiH clear- 
ly dissuading people from going into 
the stores. 

Much reduced discounting and sup- 
ply chain initiatives are starting to bite 
across the group, with trading margins 
advancing smartly from 5.4 per cent to 
8.1 per cent last year. But there is dear- 
ly plenty to go for, as the further 1.1 
percentage point gross margin im- 
provement in the first nine weeks of 
the current year demonstrates. 

Meanwhile, Burton is playing to its 
strengths with stepped-up expansion 
plans concentrating on Debentures. 
The department store chain remains 
the power-house of the group, with 
profits rocketing through £100m for the 
first time after a 21 per rent rise last 
year. Plans to raise space by a fifth in 
the next four years will absorb a chunk 
of a capital programme of around 
£20Om in 1996-97. nearly double the 
level of two years ago. 

Longer-term, marl order and elec- 
tronic retailing bold promise. Burton 
has paid frill prices for the acquisition 
earlier in the year of Innovations and 
Racing Green. But it believes that its 
plans to have all its brands in catalogues 
over the next two years should be large- 
ly self- financing from now on, even if 
it may be three to four years before 
there are significant returns. 

If Burton manages profits of £3 90m 
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Spencer, confirm a real improvement 
onthe high street and Boots is bene- 
fiting from this. The market remains 
suspicious, however, and yesterday 


this year, the shares, op 0^p at 1453p, 
stand on a forward multiple of 15. With 
sales currently nearly 8 per cent ahead 
and a consumer boom in prospect, they 
still look reasonable value. 


Boots looks to 
pastures new 


Boots shares have been under a cloud 
in recent weeks thanks to the OFTs de- 
cision to home in on non-prescription 
drug price maintenance; the UK’s last 
legal price-fixing agreement. With 80 pfir 
cent of the g ro up 's profits coming from 
the rorechemisidiam,thecx)XKdusiQns 
of the Restrictive Practices Court are of 
more than passing interest. Some esti- 
mates suggest a price war could knock 
up u> 6 per cent off group profits. 

Even without that worry, there are 
concerns that the main business has 
gone ex-growth although the company 
has gone to great pains to convince an- 
alysts that is not the case. Whatever it 
says, however, it is hard to escape the 


conclusion that moves to set op pilot 
operations in the Far East and HoUand 
represent a tacit acknowledgement 
that real growth will have to come from 

pastures new. For investors, that trans- 
forms the risk/reward profile of what 
has hitherto been a safe, predictable 
and cash-generative stock. 

Figures for the six; months to Sep- 
tember were impressive, even given the 

buoyant consumer background. Boots 
The Chemists powers on with healthy 
like-for-like growth and an improve- 
ment in the unspecified gross margin. 
Elsewhere, the various components of 
the disastrous 1990 Wud White con- 
tinued their convalescence. 

Underlying profits at Halfords were 
19 per cent higher with own brands 
proving increasingly popular. Do It AIL 
which Boots now owns completely, hav- 
ing bought out former partner WH 
Smith, is on the mend. It may break into 
profit next year. Even Eads owner AG 
Stanley reduced its loss, although at 
£6.9m m the half, from sales of just over 
£50m, it is still pretty unacceptable. 

Recent comments from a range of 
consumer-sensitive companies, in- 
cluding Whitbread and Marks & 


BURTON : AT A GLANCE 


Matte value: £2.13tifl, shgee pika 145.5p 
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■ On foe basfcof profits this yeat of 
about £S40m and maybe £b00m next 
time, the shares trade on a prospective 
price/earnings ratio 12 months out of 
no more than IS. That represents a 
sizeable discount to many of its rctaflmg 

Mayflower finds 

new focus in US 

Yesterday's $165m (£10 lm) deal to buy 
South Charleston Stamping & Manu- 
facturing by Mayflower Corporation 
should more than make up for the 
British body panel maker's being, 
gazumped m June for Pullman, the US 
suspension equipment maker which was 
taken over bylenneco. Shareholders arc 
being asked to stump up £38. 2m in a 
three-fbr-20 placing and offeT at 126p, 
but the 8p nsc in tbc shares to 143p 
shows the enthusiasm for the deal. 

The euphoria looks justified, given 
that SCSM is much more within 
Mayflower's focus than Pullman. The 
deal should propel its existing US 
panels operation from the number 15 
position in the market to number four 
and bring in a string of blue chip cus- 
tomers including General Motors and 
Mercedes, as well as increasing the cur- 
rent business with Ford Already the 
dominant player in the UK market for 
outsourcing panel work, the enhanced 
global reach proved by SCSM, added 
to its existing design and engineering 
expertise, should enhance its credibiL 
ity with the big motor manufacturers. 

Mayflower is paying Si 37m in cash 
and win take on borrowings of S273m 
as a result of the Ami. That wifi send 
gearing to a heady 200 per cent or so, 
after the goodwill write-off, but inter- 
est cover should remain above seven 
times, at worst The company says the 
acquisition will be eamings-enhancing 
from day one, despite the lack of sub- 
stantial rationalisation benefits from in- 
tegrating the two buSinesses.Thc 
long-term prospects for this business 
look good, with less than 10 per cent 
of manufacturers' requirements out- 
sourced in the UK at present, a figure 
that only rises to 30 per cent or so across 
the Atlantic. In the short run though, 
SCSM increases the group's exposure 
to the volatile volume end of the mar- 
ket, accounting for 30 per cent of sales 
in future. Hoare Govett’s forecast of 
profits of £32m next year, when the deal 
kicks in, would still put the shares on 
a forward p/e of 17. High enough. 
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Directors’ pay still three times level of inflation 


Roger Itapp 


Senior company directors are 
still awarding themselves pay ris- 
es three times the level of in- 
flation, according to a survey 
from Monks Partnership pub- 
lished today. 

However, there are signs that 
boardroom largess is begin- 
ning to be tempered. The rise 
in total earnings of chief exec- 
utives and full-time chairmen 
actually fell from S.S per cent 
to 7.7 per cent in the past year, 
while their basic salary increases 


have remained broadly static at 
53 per cent, the survey found. 

The latest edition of the re- 
muneration advisers' annual 
study of boardroom pay in 750 
UK parent companies also 
shows that other directors en- 
joyed total earnings increases of 
5.2 per cent, but that base 
salary rises were higher, at 6.8 
per cent. 

There are no 1995 figures for 
these executives because the 
Stock Exchange only changed 
its listing rules to require 
greater disclosure of remuner- 


ation for all main board direc- 
tors in October of that year. 

Considerable variations in 
pay exist between different sec- 
tors of the economy. The 
biggest pay increases for chief 
executives came in leisure and 
publishing, where salaries 
jumped by 9 per cent. 

The largest increases in total 
earnings were the 11.8 per cent 
awarded to chief executives in 
food, drink and tobacco and the 
8.1 per cent achieved by other 
directors in engineering and 
electronics. The lowest rises in 


total earnings were the 4 per 
cent given to chief executives in 
consumer goods companies and 
zero for other directors in build- 
ing materials and construction. 

The level of international 
involvement undertaken by an 
executive and the functional re- 
sponsibilities incurred can also 
affect salary levels. In larger 
companies, “international in- 
volvement may command a 
premium of up to 25 per cent 
of base salary”, says the study. 

The report. UK Board Earn- 
ings, also finds that companies 


are increasingly taking up an al- 
ternative to tte traditional diare 
option schemes in an effort .to 
provide senior executives with 
incentives. More than 60 per 
cent of listed industrial and 
commercial companies with a 
turnover of more than £5bn re- 
ported long-term incentive 
plans (LTLPs) in which main 
board directors might be invit- 
ed to participate. 

The maximum award varies 
greatly, but the overall median 
is 60 per cent of base salary, ris- 
ing to 75 per cent for companies 


with a turnover of more than 
£5bn. 

Three-quarters of the L-Ups 
are awarded in shares, while 
earnings per share, share price 
and total shareholder return are 
the most popular measures of 
performance. 

Alison Smith, the report's ed- 
itor, said Monks was able to take 
advantage of the vast amounts 
of information about main 
board directors’ pay in annual 
reports and compare the dif- 
ferentials of a range of directors 
rather than just duef executives. 


Motorsport 
shares are 
racing away 

Shares in Brands Hatch Leisure 
yesterday raced to a sizeable 
premium on their first day of 
trading on the London stock 
market. Floated at 157p, the 
shares closed at 1775p. valuing 
the company at £38. Sm. 

Run by 29-year-old chief ex- 
ecutive Nicola Fbuiston, Branch; 
Hatch came to the market in or- 
der to raise £93m to cut bonk 
debt and provide finance for 
capital expenditure. Brands 
Hatch runs four motorsport 
circuits, including the epony- 
mous track in Kent (right). 

The circuit is used most 
weekends for a wide range of 
national and club, saloon and 
sports car races and for motor- 
cycle events, which can attract 
thousands or spectators. 

During the week it is used for 
practice sessions and for car rac- 
ing courses. and is available for 
activities such as go-carting and 
corporate hospitality. But its in- 
come-earning power is heavily 
concentrated on weekends. 



Daimler motors ahead with turnover of £31bn 


In Brief 


Daimler-Benz, Germany's 
biggest industrial group, yes- 
terday provided further proof it 
was oil the road to recovery from 
record losses in 1995 by indi- 
cating that sales grew strongly 
in the first nine months of 1996 
and predicting higher earnings 
in the second half of the year. 

Daimler said turnover in the 
first nine months expanded to 
DM75.9bn (£30.6bn), up ll 
per cent on an adjusted basis, 
an increase that came largely on 
the back of its car and truck unit, 
Mercedes-Benz. 


Juergen Schrempp, chair- 
man, hailed the sales increase 
as evidence that his p lans for 
streamlining the company and 
targeting shareholder value 
were paying off. “This devel- 
opment confirms the course of 
focusing on a growth strategy 
and stronger earnings,'’ he said. 

Analysts agreed, saying the 
tough measures Daimler had 
undertaken should see profits 
in the second half easily above 
the DM827m achieved at the 
operating level in the first six 
months. 


“These figures are i 
hive.” said Lolhar 
analyst at Enskflda Corporate. 
“They show Daimler is finally 
on the right track.” Shares in 
Daimler, which have climbed 
steadily since the summer, 
edged up to DM9320. 

Sales at Mercedes-Benz, 
which for years has been Daim- 
ler's cash cow, climbed 8 per 
cent to almost DMS7bn in the 
first nine months of the year. 
Demand for Mercedes models 
such as the E-class and the new 
SLK roadster sports car were 


behind stronger car business, 
but Daimler warned that the 
company’s truck division still 
faced an uphill battle in a tough 
market 

The company’s aircraft unit, 
Daimler-Benz Aerospace, re- 
ported lower sales of DM&2Sbn 
than a year ago, but Daimler 
said that on an adjusted basis - 
accounting for restructuring at 
Dasa - turnover climbed IS per 
cent 

Dasa has been Daimler's 
Achilles’ heel, producing most 
of last year's red ink and fight- 


ing a tpngh hattlfl through its in- 
volvement in the Airbus con- 
sortium against market leader, 
Seattle-based Boeing Corp. 

Daimler’s information and fi- 
nancial services unit, Debis, 
saw sales increase to DM9.76bn 
from DM8-57bn. 

The figures mark foe latest 
chapter in Daimler’s recovery 
after reporting a massive 
DM5.7bn loss ra 1995 - foe 
largest loss ever reported by a 
German company. 

But slashing 

businesses and other stream- 


lining measures helped Daim- 
ler return to profit m foe first 
half of this year. 

Although the company has 
already dosed several unprof- 
itable units, it is considering a 
massive restructuring aimed at 
further increasing profitability 
and hopes to finalise such plane 
at a supervisory, board meeting 
on 23 January. 

Although investors have wel- 
comed foe restructuring plans, 
foe company overhaul nas re- 
tedly led . to strife within 


ler. 


• Hambro Insurance Services raised profits by half to £433m 
before tax in the six months to September on turnover up 22 per 
cent to £50m. Christopher Sproborg, the chairman, said there had 
been substantial management and organisational improvements. 

• The stores group Barton confirmed that it expected to have 

all its divisions, which range from Tbp Man to Debenhams, in- 
volved in mail-order trading over foe next two to three years. The 
move follows foe acquisition earlier this year of Innovations and 
Racing Green, two catalogue retailers. Burton announced a 54 , 
per cent rise in profits to £152m for last year as it curbed d&f/ 
counting in its chains and higher charge card transactions boost- 
ed sales by 7 per cent Investment column, this page 

• UniChem, vying with Gehe of Germany in a £650m bid bat- 
tle for Lloyds Chemists, discounted a report that it would move 
10 per cent of Lloyds' 924 outlets to supermarkets if it won. “If 
you ask me, are we going to have another 100 [pharmacy] licences 
in superstores, then that is not my intention. Most of them arc 
not dose enough to wanant it anyway,” said Jeffery Harris, chief 
executive. However, he admitted that part of the benefit of a merg- 
er would come from relocating some pharmacies. UniChcra's of- 
fer document is expected to be published early next week. 

■ The number of Americans applying for state unemployment 
benefits unexpectedly fell last week. First-time jobless c laims 
dropped by 11,000 to a seasonally adjusted 331,000. 

• Swiss Bank, Switzerland’s third- largest bank, saw nine-month 
net profits rise 27 per cent from a year earlier, though do fi gur es 
were given. It said full-year net profit growth would be “a few 
percentage points” below its original forecast of 33 per cent be- 
fore extraardinaiy charges of SFrl.4bn (Sl.lbn) as earnings growth 
slowed in foe thud quarter. 

• Intel, the world's largest semiconductor maker, expects rev- 

enues and gross profit margins to be sharply higher in the fourth 
quarter due to stroag demand for personal computer chips. The 
maker of the popular Pentium and Pentium Pro microprocessors 
said fourth-quarter sales were expected to be “signrficantiy higheri - 
than foe $5.14bn generated in foe third quarter. Gross margins, 
a key indicator of profitability, should exceed the third quarter’s 
suprisingly strong rate of 57 per cent ■ ' ■ 

ifi. ■ 

• Sony's group profits tripled in foe six months ended September 
as a weaker Japanese yen boosted overseas sales of camcorde24 
video recorders, televisions and its game player, PlayStation. An- 
alysts said earnings growth was more modest if currency swings 
were ignored. Net profits for foe Sony group, which includes do- 
mestic and overseas subsidiaries such as movie maker Sony Pic- 
tures Entertainment Inc, tripled to 51.74bn yen ($461 .9m). Sates 
rose 23 per cent to 233tn yen. 

• The fedgood factor is returning, according to foe Britannia 
Budding Society’s quarterly survey, but the 18-34 age group" is 

™ 1 ^ < ^ dent « than older Pf°P le - 44 per cent ofyoung 

people feel better off, compared to just 19 per cent a year a-" 
and against a third of middle-aged and just IS per cent of 
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market report / shares 


DATA BANK 


FTSE 


^00.4-36.3 
FTSE 250 7 T 

4394.3 - 19,6 
^ FTSE 350 

3^49.2 - 15.7. ' 

; sEA?ywiiME 

. 893 - 3 m shares, - ; 
39431 bargains , 

Gilts Index * 

93J36 - 0.44 


Talk of gilt market difficulties send stocks tumbling 



nose-dived as rumours swirjed 
of difficulties in the' j g»N« waar- 
ksL The Bezik of EogJancFson- 
relenting stance oo interest 


Rcntwi. 
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formance were rehw»r influ- 
ences which helped push 
Footsie down 353 paints to 
3,900.4 and lowered govern- 
ment stocks by aroosd£I. 

Goldman Sadis confirmed 
a senior gifts trader,, Andrew 
puthie, had resigned but de- 
niedhis departure was related 
to any particular event. 

The market, however, bad 
got hold of a stony that the US 
investment house had suffered 
big losses foBowing the recent 

Bank of Fngfanri fl uy -fifU l of 
£L5bn of 8 per cent 2,015 
stock. 

. Anen^jcs by Goldknan toon- 
wind its gilts position had 
made the market aware of a 
large ov erhang wiotii, hwas 

clumwt Mjwj ^rp li wn rtw jg. 

cent imdeiperfonnanoe of gov- 


annaut stocks compared with 

other brad markets. 

Chad b f f n that 

.last week's interest rate in- 
crease would help the stock 
market, removing some of the 
fra gility from In the 

meat the advance has been 
pootfy received. With the Bank 
mf Fngfarid piling on tfw* nw. 
sure with arils for even nigh . 
_er rates Footsie is more than 
90 points below the level rul- 
ing before the new era of dear- 

er money was ushered in. 

Sterling is adding to the 
agony; so are higher aS prices, 
lucre are already signs the 
market is trimming some of its 
more exuberant profit fcrecass 
and if the pound/ofl pincer 
movement ccmtinnes down- 
grades are likely to become 
much more widespread - and 
more pronounced. 

There was also signs of the 
tail wagging the dog as futures 
activity became increasingly 
bearim and volatile with Mon- 


MARKET RBPOttT 

DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


day's large trade, which 
seemed to be banking on a 
share slump, unsettling traders. 

Cbrporaie activity, real and 
rumoured, which has helped 
shares hit new peaks is now 
seai as a two-edged sword with 
Whitehall seemingly much 
more inclined to interfere m 
bids than it used to be. 

With this month's Budget 
adding ui the uncertainly Lon- 
don’s decoupling from New 
York looks even more startling. 
New York is the world’s dom- 
inant market and London will 
never be free of its influence. 
But in recent times it has ap- 
peared dial only transatlantic 
falls make a deep impression; 
gains do noL 


New York's overnight 
record following the Ointon 
victory tfid provide a short-fried 
knee-jerk respouse but the 
market was soon deep in 
gloom, ignoring a strong US 
npening . Footsie dosed at a 
two-month low. 

Waters moved against die 
tide, largely on hopes of more 
mer ger deals with electricity 
distributors. Thames surged 
lip to 553-5p and Angpan 
14Jp to 564^p. Enthusiasm on 
the electricity pitch was 
dimmed by what is surely a US 


Electricity, off 15p at 592Sp. 
Northern (ell 7p to 623 Jp as 
US bidder CE Electric raised 
its slake to 19.9 per cent 


through ABN Amro Hoarc 
GovetL It acquired 6.5 million 
shares at 630p. 

The generators managed to 
move ahead again with Na- 
tional Power up lpai434p \ af- 
ter 4393p) and PowerGeu 3p 
higher at 544 Jp. 

Allied Domecq fell 1 Up to 
476p ahead of next week's fig- 
ures and Compass, the cater- 
ing contractor, eased 20p to 
5%p as SBC Warburg placed 
12 million shares at 593 p. 

Kingfisher rose 6_sp to 626p 
as talk of a cheerful circular 
went the rounds and Standard 
C harte re d rare 9Jp to 6faUp on 
Nat West Securities support. 

Holiday shares relapsed af- 
ter the referral to the MMC. 
Airtoun dived 61J»p to 65 Up 
and Inspirations lhp io&Z5p. 

Another round of prom 
warnings helped erode senti- 
ment. Applied DfstrAvtian 
feH 25 .5p to 37p; engineer 
Mackie International 3lp to 
l5hJp and CoDens. the con- 


venience stores ch ai n , 2-75p to 
lg .yp Acwtkms statement 
lmwred¥rty3L25pU>3i25p. 

C hris es VHIegg. owning the 
football dub, dropped 1 lp to 
96 3p after the resguation of 
Peter Middleton. 

Booker, the food groupcel- 
ebrated dotattce of its Nur- 
din & Peacock takeover with 
a 5.5p gam to 4fl23p. Panmure 

GorAm is keen on the shares, 
puttiM a 600p target on them. 
KwrlkSarvc. helped by its un- 
changed dividend, puiun 17^p 
to 321 5p. 

Brandi Hatch avoided the 
market skid, motoring to 
177Jp from hs 157p placing. 
L'no. a fumiiuie retailer, held 
at I67^n. Societi Generate 
Strauss TUrnbull is enthusias- 
tic looking forprofiLs of £23m 
this year and OJim next. 

Builder Brihray placed 
through Charterhouse Tilney 
nearly S million shares at 
323 ^p. raising £lhm. The 
shares gained 5p to 342^p. 


TAKING STOCK 


O Shww of Wavwkj Mining 
Finance, down Croat il6p to 
59p this yean are ■’rebstaa- 
tirnUy uttdmahttd". suggests 
Martin Potts, analyst at 
stockbroker Williams de 
Broe. He beHevrs asset bark- 
ing is H4p a share with listed 
investments worth £23m and 
the group's Scottish coal as- 
sets £33 m. 

□ Jarvis, the construct km 
group which has surged 
ahead since acquiring one of 
the rail maintenance compa- 
nies. rose <L5p tu a 126p 
peak; the shares were 17p at 
the started oT the yrar. There 
is talk the group ronld be on 
the verge of another signifi- 
cant acquisition. 

n Bed and breakfast lax 
deals are alive and well. 
Around 1 10 million British 
Gas shares went through at 
180p as the market closed. 
BGas held at IKOp. 
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business 


Funded pensions may feed bears 
when baby-boomer bubble bursts 


* grit ft 


be a Chelsea own-goal 

People & Business. 


T he City and most politi- 
cians believe that coun- 
tries that fund their 
pension schemes are much 
better off than those that don't. 
But could this basic assumption 
about the future of pensions ac- 
tually be wrong? 

Worse s till- could funding be 
storing up trouble, leading to 
a long bear market early in the 
next century that will drastically 

undermine the value of funds? 

A belief in the great advan- 
tages of funding lay behind the 
report of the Commons Social 
Security Committee last week, 
which said the rest of the Eu- 
ropean Union was at a serious 
disadvantage. 

Continental countries con- 
tinue to rely more heavily than 
Britain on pay-as-you-go 
schemes, in which pensions 
are paid from taxes and no 
money is put aside in advance 
to help finance them. 

Those countries would soon 
come to regret their short- 
sightedness, "as they struggled 
to find the money to pay a 
swollen population of pen- 
sioners from the taxes of a di- 
minishing number of workers. 

This belief that funded pen- 
sions are superior to state pro- 
vision has been the driving 
force behind government re- 
forms over the last 10 years. 
and especially the promotion of 
personal pensions. 

Yesterday, Benjamin Meuli, 
managing director of the top 
ranking investment bank JP 
Morgan, rocked the boat by 
Suggesting in a letter to the Fi- 
nancial Times that far from be- 
ing an unqualified benefit, 
funded schemes in the UK 
and the US “ have simply laid 
the foundations of the longest 
and deepest bear market in his- 
tory in the early quarter of the 
next century, as the retiring 
baby-boomers start to liquidate 
their savings". For those af- 
fected. it would be just as cruel 
a deception as default by gov- 
ernments on unfunded pension 
promises, he believed. 

It is a frightening thought 
'Pension funds are pouring 
money into the stock market. 


one of the main factors driving 
share prices upwards. But 
when ageing baby-boomers 


start to retire, the huge equity 
investments they have built up 
in their pension funds wfl] be- 
gin to run down, and the share 
price bubble mil burst. The an- 


nuities bought with personal 
pensions will be much smaller 
than expected. 

Mr Meuli backtracked a lit- 
tle ffom this devastating warn- 
ing. He said there were other 
good reasons to prefer funded 
pension systems to unfunded 
ones. But they would not make 
the problem disappear. 

There certainly are ways in 
which a mature economy such 
as Britain could avoid the bub- 
ble, even while relying heavily 
on funded pension schemes. A 
larger proportion of equity in- 
vestment could go to emerging 
markets where there is poten- 
tial for more sustained stock 
market growth than in the 
UK during the 21st century. 

People working themselves 
to death for low wages on the 
other side of the world would 
find themselves financing the 
retirement of British pension- 
ers -just as in the days when 
we bad an empire. 

A simpler way would be to 
invest pension fund money 
only in businesses with a great 
potential for productivity 
growth, although that begs the 
question of whether you can 
identify the stocks and beat the 



Peter 

Rodgers 

‘Projection of 
average fund 
growth of 8-12 
per cent a year 
will be proved 
over-optimistic. 

Annuities 
bought will be 
much smaller 
than expected’ 


market. 

Scepticism about funded 
pensions is unusual in the City. 
But economists have more var- 
ied opinions. An attack on 
funding is to be published next 
spring by the centre-left Insti- 


tute for Public Policy Research. 
The author, Malcolm Craw- 
ford, sees funding as one more 
of the fashionable theories 
that have come to dominate 
macro-economic policy, just 
like monetarism in the 1970s. 
He. too. expects a market bub- 
ble that will burst, causing 
great daxnageto the value of re- 
tirement pensions. 

Mr Crawford argues for a 
reformed state earnings relat- 
ed pension scheme as the best 
solution for the economy and 
for pensioners, and he believes 
the tax required to pay for it in 
the next century has been much 
exaggerated. 

From the point of view of the 
economy as a whole, there is lit- 
tle difference between funding 
and pay-as-you-go pension 
schemes. Pensioners have a 
claim on part of the output of 
the country, and whether this 
is paid through taxes or inter- 
est and dividends makes little 
difference. 

The only way pension fund- 
ing can make it easier for a 
country to finance an ageing 
population is if it generates a 
higher level of savings and 
output than a pay-as-you-go 
system. 

As Mr Crawford says, there 
is a vast literature,' mainly 
American, on whether funding 
of pensions enhances economic 
growth. His view is that while 
funding may generate a small 
amount of additional saving, it 


is far less than the growth in 
size of the funds. Moreover, the 
gain for the economy is pretty 
well wiped out by the tax con- 
cessions that governments give 
to pension schemes. 

If the age profile of the 
population were constant, 
there would nevertheless be no 
problem with funding (or with 
pay-as-you-go schemes, for 
that matter}- When invest- 
ments are sold to pay pensions 
they are replaced by new con- 
tributions and investment in- 
come. 

But with an ageing popula- 
tion, pension funds as a whole 
will eventually become net sell- 


ers of shares, once pensions in 
payment exceed the value of 
new contributions plus invest- 
ment income. 

In 10 or 15 years, the sale of 
investments by final salary 
company schemes could be 
haying a severe effect on share 
prices, producing that long 
bear market 

Companies running occu- 
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find themselves under heavy 
strain, because they will be 
legally obliged to pour money 
into their schemes to top them 
up, in order to keep their 
promises to link pension pay- 
ments to final salaries. 

There will be another very 
large group of pensioners re- 
lying on the new personal pen- 
sions and company money 
purchase schemes, which are 
growing phenomenally fast In 
these cases the cost of a fall m 
share pricesjs borne by the 
pensonere. They will simply re- 
ceive much smaller pensions 
because their retirement funds 
will be lower. 

This shift of financial risk to 
pensioners and away from tax- 
payers and companies is the 
most important single effect of 
the Government 1 s enthusiastic 
encouragement of private 
funded pensions. If the sceptics 
about the benefits of funding 
are right, the government cam- 
paign for personal pensions 
could turn out to be a case of 
pension mis-sefling, on a very 
grand scale indeed. 


Peter Middleton's resignation 
from the Chelsea Village 
property development, leav- 
ing football dub boss Ken 
Bates unchallenged in the 
boardroom, is unlikely to en- 
courage City investors to 
stump up for Chelsea's ambi- 
tious £ 8 um rebuilding plans. 

The former monk and 
Lloyd's of London chief, now 
at Salomons, was the last in- 
dependent voice on the 
board, and his surprise depar- 
ture may dent people’s per- 
ception of Mr Bates. 

Mr Middleton stormed out 
of a board meeting called this 
week to discuss Chelsea’s fu- 
ture, following the untimely 
death of Mathew Harding - 
the former Lloyd’s figure who 
brought Mr Middleton into 
the dub. 

The City was awash with 
rumours that Mr Middleton is. 
now; preparing a bid for 
Chelsea from the outside, 
with the backing of some 
chunky City investors. Mr 
Middleton was unavailable 
for comment yesterday. 

Chelsea fans on dealing 
floors and in corporate fi- 
nance parlours alike may now 
fear that Ruud Gullit's 
pipeline of cash for new play- 
ers may dry up. Perhaps it is 
time for Chelsea fanatic 
David Mellor to declare 
Chelsea a national monument 
and take it over. 

There was one other devel- 
opment yesterday, the impli- 
cations of which escape me: 

Mr Middleton finally sold his 
house in North Yorkshire for 
£160,000, several months after 
putting it on the market, thus 
severing his ties ’oop north. 

Whether Mr Middleton did 
this because bis new bride 
doesn't fancy life in 
Ijasringham village hear the 
North Yorkshire Moors, or 
whether he simply wants to 
spend more time in his house 
in Fulham, a convenient spot 
from which to plot Mr Bates’s 
downfall, remains to be seen. 


Dame Pauline Neville-Jones, 
the former Foreign Office 
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Calls cost 3flo dot mnute (ctoao rate) 48p other times. 


£ Buys 

Austn*8(DoIsro) 20380 

AustrioCSrMngs] 169400 

Bdgtan (Runes) 498100 

CanadalDotarS) 23430 

Cyprus fltamxfe) (17330 

Dflrerark{Kromr) 33000 

Kotend(Gi*Jers) 2.7050 

fintondflteria) 73700 


£ Buys 

FhmcofFrancs) 83200 
GatnanyfUarira) 242X1 
QMcaflkachmei) 3830000 
tog KrmjriOdbnS) 12485 
WmdfPlrts) 09710 

IWyflJu) 24480000 

Japanfrin} 82.7500 

MattatUri) 05706 


EBuys 

New Zesbnd(Dalani) 22675 
Nanroy^Ocna) 10 2 000 
Portugal (Escudos) 2480000 
SpebtFesaBi) 2028000 
SmxfcrtfKronorJ KIOTO 
Switzerland [Runes) 2080 
TisksyQJra) 884440000 
Uretsd Statesman) 1880 


Commodity Indices 



BMdrt 

+ta* 

HckaDaj 

91 Dee 

VdiflYTD 'Iter age 

%cbg Vr 

tod® 

S70— KM 

20308 

+030 

20350 

■021 

9858 

+1082 

Agricduai 

1970—100 

22881 

+062 

28175 

-950 

27832 

-T7U2 


1970-100 

7853 

.'+09 

7131 

+tm 

.5034 ‘ 

+3257 

tatosfl Matte 

WW9 

«L39 

+040 

9332 

-K5Z 


-«7 

Livestock 

1970 31 no 

9455 

+045 

18271 

+848 

17894 

+8.72 

Predous Metals 1970-100 

<7357 

4138 

48088 

-831 

48BJ7 

4269 


mlaamekoiatftei Steal On ICtae restate 9* 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


Japan SuvlM 
Korea Tiuat 


Higher he me 
L«*vr«ri ru Act 
OmTaJ mt toe 
Nth America 


Uccum Unto) 
FPEuroG* 


tnj 

sm 

1839 

M 

14 

7172 

9 B 7 

039 

099 



Ctabsiaowm 
Japan ttowth 


am 523 

373 


daw I American 
|*j I American tee 

022 

032 I Co* ham 
277 | Dbrtusr 




9-S7 rm 
am w* 

B 0 B 0 002 
7043 d 02 





Middleton: Stormed out 


high ffyer who defected to . 
BZW when the glass ceflinj 


BZW when the glass ce fling 
in Whitehall proved impene- 
trable, is reaching ever dustier 
heights now she’s in the City. 

Dame Pauline has had less 
Chan a year to get the hang of 
investment banking, and is al- 
ready global head of business 
strategy for Nat West Markets. 

Now she has been appoint- 
ed chairman of NatWest Mar- 
kets France, which opened its 
new Paris office last night 
with a client bash. 

Dame Pauline says: “Dur- 
ing my diplomatic career, 1 
was fortunate to work closely 
’ with a number of French gov- 
ernment representatives and 
bad the opportunity to be a 
visiting fellow with the 
Institut Francais des Rela- 
tions Internationales.'" 

Tres bien. At this rate, I tip 
Dame Pauline to be the first 
female head of an investment 
bank. 


line when irwas privatised v 
last April. .,~.l ... -I : J 

James Sherwood, the . 3 

swashbuckling chairman of 
Sea Containers, and fife &b||. 
executive Chris GarnctV karat 
just renamed the linetfa 
Great North Eastern Ragwttff: 
<GNER), and repainted the*; 
trains in snazzy scarier and 
blue lively, ... T _ •_ 

So will there hc estm fraiqf 
from Kings Cross-toraCcom- 4f~ 
raodate the CBI crowds? Notf 
Only two trains wt&readt 
Harrogate from Loadon In- - 3 
time for xhe Civic Reception - 
on Sunday, one dcpaitfog at 
nine and one at eleven, with 
both changing at York; 

This conjures up delightful 
visions of masses of business- 
men clinging desperately to 
the overcrowded train, in 
scenes reminiscent of - 
Calcutta. But I'm sure that ’ 4 ; 
won't happen. This is post'-pri* ' 
vatisatkm rail travel, after all. 


Susan KiLsby has just been', 
appointed as a managing cfc - 
rector in BZW 5 corporate fi- 
nance division, where she will - 
head the newly established 
consum er products sector.— - ; - 
Shc joins fromBankers Trust 7 
where where sfic had been"_ /. . ■„ 
managing director forfour | 
years, both in London and- : 
New York. = \ - - 

Susan's household must be. : 
a pretty hectic pled: - her ~ * 
husband Richard Kilsby has 
been working on new tedmol- ’ 
ogy systems to combat rnsufei* 
trading at the Stock Exchange - 


.V r: 


jtfCtStf# 


The CBI conference in Har- 
rogate promises to attract its 
usual hordes of top business- 
men and City journalists 
when it locks off this Sunday. 
One company which will be in 
the spotlight is Sea Contain- 
ers. the American firm that . 
bought the East Coast railway 


The BBC’s in-house tnaga- - 
zine Ariel informs me that the 
Radio 4 programme Money 
Bax has won the Bradford 
and Bingley annual award for, 
best personal finance show on 
the airwaves. 

Money Box has had this sig- 
nal honour many times be- 
fore. But it is just about the' •' 
only radio programme on 
personal finance around, isn’t 
it? Any other suggestions on . 
a postcard please. . ; 


John Willcock 


liKlustrial Metals 



London Metal Exchange 

Vtoma Cash 

Sntfa 

item 

U£ Stocks 

dbg 

AlartemHG 

.1442-3 . 

MQ940, . 

9906 

966000 

3425 

MuttaunAloy 

958-73 

1300-2 

1728 

77200 

90 

CopprA 

2063-6 20055-85 

65230 

1Z1T75 

2523 

Lead 

7485-45- 

7KM5 

.8392 

118275 

400 

NCM 

708000 

79065 

TCB1 

43134 + 

720 

Tto 

587585 

5935-40 

38Z7 

9820 

M5 

Zinc 

9415-25 

962-3 

20885 

54925 . 

850 

1 Sotfloment Conversion VS 

I/Dm 

s/v 

Stock wotenea 8 etenga ki nwin 

| wrfwiQO rates: 

16420 

15070 

rtire 

asstlUasNov -B6 



Precious Metals 


SptakSSor 


polite 1 E Calm S 


Ptafcun 38125 2317D Britannia 395 

Patefcm UB50 7080 BritanrtaSoz 302 

Star spot 48730 29575 Ekitarvfe25az KJ7 

Gold BuTn 37790 23002 ftitw*fa.«as 54 


C IE 


240 Kaflland* 370082225032 
123 Sows 87195 53®) 

65 Nobias 37713932291239 
33 Maple Leaf 37B/39523QB40 



Agricultural ■ax am ro n«nn<M 


Cocoa Coffee Barity 

Ufft £tem UFFE Stem UFTt EHome 


Dec 907 Now 88 Nov 9150 

Mv 940 Jan VriO Jan 8225 

Mqr 997 Mar 1355 Mar 9350 

W: 4553 VOL 3482 Vot 52 


CMS 

Folauea Potatoes 

LFFE tftrw Aft GktKttg- 
Now 5500 

MOT 8900 Feb 23 

Apr 7780 Apr » . 

VtoU 82 V* 189 


ftNMSepK* FMptt WtoH 

IFFE Stem LFFE SQtapf LFFE Stem 

Dec 30570 Oct 1484 Now 9475 

Mar 30520 Now 1435 Jan 9540 

May 30580 VU: 541 Mar 9740 

MS n to IndR 1383 VU: 334 


CaOT ContttetoiBl 

Hko San 

Dec 28800-25950 26Q50 

tar 27000-28475 26925 

May 27525-27075 Z742S 


Other Softs 


Nw Meta (Na3)“ Sltome 8700 Nov Soya OH Ft/VOkg 6700 

OcUNav Coprart) Store 14000 DadJen Coconut 01 ft) Stems 7S500 

Oec Cotton (NY) USoentfb 7140 Now Suntomr Ole SAonna 5OD0 

D*c Wool Acaillhg 70500 FWVApr Rapsseed OHR/DOhs B5B 

Now Rubber* McartAg 32150 NavfDec GraudutOI Stem 8725Q 

Ortlto KkraCC - Mf argh 


S— ss* 8788 27 ^ 

■ 8801 ooo 

"•O* 0080 0827 ana 


d KdMdend 

• «lt efwge when unto tad " 

toy tomerty War' 

*•1 farmerty W 

x Non S8 recogrtad lundt 

Ccpiea of to matt recent imraamf 

ports and actamc partajfcn are 
t«m find mamoara Iras on recpait 
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E 1996 



-a. 


■* a.jxi^urifi- is « 


25 


sport 


behind Hunnam’s fresh face 


While. Emma QYi rarnan and 
Alex Greases disappear into fte 
sunset of the Flat season to bai- 
tleout thef emafe jockeys’ title, 
quieter ambitioEB are being re- 
alised by the next generation 
farther down the scoreboard. Jo 
Hmmam, a 21 -year-old ap- 
prentice based at Chris Dwyer’s 

Newmarket stables, cannot 
match CTGorman’s and 
Greaves’s tallies of 22 and 19 
winneis reflectively, bat she has 
emerged late from the pack to 
chase home the year’s top fe- 
male apprentice, Aimee Cook. 

H unoam 's ninth victory, ai 
lingfield last week, propelled 
the Newcastle-horn jockey into 
dose second place to Cook, 
ahead of fellow newbloods, 
Iona Winds and Angela Gal- 
Hmore. 

Rainey, Himnam recorded 
h er l at e s t success on JeimdBe; 



to usher her i 

thei 

Hmmam and Jennefle mbv^ed 
into a friffier league, talaag 


third in a Listed event at 
Deauville, before she booted 
the juvenile home to fourth 
place in a Group Three contest 
at Evxy, only four lengths achtit 
of Pas De Reponse, subsequent 
winner of the Chevetey itarfc 
Stakes. 

But 1996 did not b eg* 0 ans- 
pkaously for Hutmain. Eixfahmtg 
her fifth year of apprenticeship 
to Luca Cumani. die w de- 
spairing of leaving the starting 
block. Having waited nearly 
two years for her fast ride, her 
career wins totalled only five. 

Having shaped thccareefs of 
Frankie Dettori and Jason 
Weaver, the Bedford House 
stable is not a skin to be shed 
lightly. Nonetheless. Himnam 
began to examine her options. 

“I was getting only five rides 
a season and, although Mr 
ComAni supported *tae afl the 
way, I knew I was never going 
■to get any more with the own- 
ers ne bad and the pressure put 

OOfijHL 

- XhrisDwyerhad'bees lodk- 


Lydia Hislop on the young jockey who 
is now among the leaders of the 
upcoming generation of female riders 


ing to lake on an apprentice, but 
when I told him I wanted to 
move, he had advised me to stay 
at Cumanfs. But this year 1 was 
still feeling the same way so he 
agreed to take me on.” 

Hnnnam's horizons under- 
went hnmnriiatp er panvipn .. Ar- 
riving at Dwyer's yard one 
August day, she partnered the 
stage's leading juvenile in the 
fast of her Game raids just 24 
hours later. 

Having forged a now mem- 
orable partnership with the 
Jenny Cornwall - owned filly, 

H mwmiti lypn gn ia^ that she hay 

been unusually favoured: “Jen- 
nelle's owners are the nicest 
people I’ve mel in raring. Let- 
ting me ride in Pattern races 
where I can’t use my dahn is jus 
unbelievable.” 

But Hmmam is accustomed 
to making her own hick. A 


precocious showjumping tal- 
ent, she qualified tor Hidcstead 
at the age of 12 and although 
administrative error later forced 
her and her pony, Jumbo Jet, to 
forego ihenr moment in the 
Sussex show ring, the world of 


forgotten. 

Td been to Newmarket for 
a family holiday and from then 
on I wanted to be a jockey. It's 
a different world -you can fed 
die atmosphere as you start on 
the long, straight road past the 
stud farms.** 

Jumbo Jet never saw anoth- 
er jump. On her return, Hnn- 
nam’s long-suffering pony 
began training like a thor- 
oughbred. Harmg akrag road- 
side verges, gallop-style, in her 
native SeghiU, Hmmam quick- 
ly developed a jockey’s poise. 

“My dad told me what to do. 


He didn't know anything about 
riding, but he knew from watch- 
ing jockeys on television what 
he wanted me to look like. 

"He always rings roe after a 
race to teB me what he thinks. 
We generally end up arguing, 
but inspect his judgement. 

A fake birth certificate en- 
abling her to participate in 
pony-racing - officially con- 
fined to twer-Ms - and mis- 
spent weekends riding on a 
Wdsfa flapper track galvanised 
Hunnams ambitions. 

At IS, die devoted an ex- 
tended summer vacation to 
wo rking ip several leading sta- 
bles. Susan Figgott issued the 
sole rebuttal, advising Hun- 
nam (hat Newmarket was “not 
the place for a young girl". 

After passing her GCSEs, 
Rm nam Contacted those same 
stables, this time seeking an ap- 
nuccship, Cumani was the 
io reply. 

"1 never dreamed of actual- 


footed coming nut of the stalls 
and bad to push hand all the way 
home. I was absolutely knack- 
ered and thought: ‘If it s this 
hard. I’m never going to go any- 
where'. 

“B ut the next year, I rode my 
first winner, Caladesi. and the 
year after that, rode the yard’s 
first runner of the season io win 
at Nottingham.” 

Having successfully made 
the break from Bedford House, 
Hu no am now has another 
pressing objective: riding 
enough winners to lose her 
right to claim an apprentices’ al- 
lowance before it is forfeited ai 
the age of 25. 

“Emma O’Gomian started at 
15 and only recently lost her 
claim. Obviously 1 warn to do 
as well as her and Alex.” 

A Continental campaign has 
been sketched mil for Jcnncllc 
next year, beginning in Italy nusx 
March. Meanwhile, Huhnam 
continues operations on the 
all-weather tracks this winter 
with a warm future ahead. 


FaBon may appeal against fine 


ly getting a ride from Mr 
Cumani. When I did, I got flat- 

Dunwoody joins forces with Pipe 


Keren FaBon retains to riding 
action a tDoacasttr today after 
r:afbur-daysuspenaonwWehis 
legal advisers consider whether 
toJpdge an appeal against the 
. ^ jockey's latest brush with tui- 


Jo Hunnam: jumped off the equestrian circuit once the 
lure of Newmarket took hold Photograph: David Ashdown 



will start to recoup a 
of the £1,500 he was 
far misleading the Jock- 
ey Club's Disciplinary Com- 
mittee when be partners two 


motiats, far Jus current ep*-. 
ptoyn-, Lrada'Rahjsdcn, and 
one for Henry Cecfawfcomihe, 
joins next season. 

With just two more days of his 

RKHARD.EDNftjKDSON 
NAP: Bburg 
(Untneter4d0) 
NBrJust Gfrand 
(Doncaster LOO) 



John Willed 


LOO Ibi Tol 
L30 Soviet State 
200 Purple Splash 
230 Highland Gift (nb) 


HYPERION 

3d00 MYRMDON (nap) 
330 Bold Demand 
4u00 Lady Sheriff 


6 1-26430 WnsaHSHNe(Zn(n(Ba«aMS^DnSuaQr4813_ 

7 202282 MSSIM«HLn0m]BuOCfttBn38B. 

8 200635 NimjUN«mcSUMMmtaMJDiriop38B 
a 1-2030 SnWIBE(Ujiaa«KnHinatUd)BMl3BB 

-MnlMii- 

Bcnwft *4 Hi Stores. 92 HfMred m. 5-1 Prete. 31-2 
S-lCaMt, 1M. IBM IMmmL 0-1 Hair to* IM 
M» MMt 49 8M Ml 34 (3 HS0 7 too 



GOING: Soft. STALLS: Straight comwe- stand* tele; round coarse- inside. 
DBAW ADVANTAGB: None. 

■ Left-hand, pear-shaped course with I milt straight. 

■ Course U E of unm off the A638 (Ml 8 Jda 8 ft 4). Bat Bub from Doncaster Centre] 
suikm. ADMISSION: dab 114; Grandstand S3; ftnnHy EDdoGjme £3 f under-Ifts free 
all endosuRs). CAR PASS: ft*. 


h —. 


■ LKAMNGT2AINE*S WITH lttlNNm«JGoad«n— 36 whams frum 160 nam 

£t»es ■ success ratio of £16% and a pro&.iofl.ai level sake qT 5] 6J>8: B Ditto — 
vinners, ISO runnels, 19-5%, +M&28; H Cedi — *27 admen, 105 nmnSK-fflld 
+S1254; A Hannon —24 -winners, 259 rannad, -*7408. - : 

■ UtADING JOCXJttS: Pat BdBaj-— 37 wfanecii 200 dd&, 17.7& 

tey— 37 wHmecvgCA dries, 180%, +S2S38; LActoarC— 20dririm,i7i) 

+SA 44; M m ils — 38 winters, 170 (flee, 184* +S8647. ; '- ' , >.$• 1 

BUNKERED FIRST T1MB: Nona. ' ■ 

WINNKRS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: N«toD<*I{L3S); CatMre Pfawr 
LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: Jokmfro (4X0) hre been sent 344 nOnfe J 
Uplawmoor, Slnflhdyde; Nartokt. (L90\ PttnC Jan0a (230) « Myna^on pLOtyspnt 
021 miles byJDmdop Gram Arundel, We* Stores. •- 


7-1 


The dny bn flnafly anhMtibr a PARROT JON0U «wfii id rrato up for har unkidy daltaat In 
the Manha Stahn at Kernpoon back In AptL Cot In V» grotsid ta n nam far ter ao than 
undnfea eonUom. axiptetfWth the sanaWn* 10-ftdor« trfe 0vas her di the acas at 
lor« tM^MntJundenwftn tflngta bettartonJ^paa* whan aecood a>Bir«SdnH 
ffltheftocWrt test twchend. and today’s eodia quarter-rule alter hw it^tng on third 
Idyat Ascot (Snt nai tor two morOut) to maW to orttar. Noray OecTstrlo. which Mndns 
Papaha; look twtnble.sndSaaadUnSuroor has iJeridKlto rtnp BUHflaa Room* m dis- 
tax» alter soma dh appotna^dtata.ftMslMSnc?>B at aesthas ha gttrtL but the spa»»a 
has been missing since the mow iron John On. Ftepaha is onamteR twh alter a 15-watfc 
mmL but she be stretched to revere* the knertta fann wtm Penot Jurfle, wnlln her 
eofatamatas Quoatonla and Omm hove smfided to dn «na»ace«. in*la*rf OR b 
Ansharthan mon and codd be anythng. Shehaa to concede 4 *«d Parrot Jurtfa, tut ate 
Ooted hams an tf* Mae n a Nawftwqtrnddeii teat raontti. imffMt ^nrttorherftM 
'paXfcn teid^ also thaUfis l« at homa in thaA*. b MB aoMatupata'maiytew 

J 1 ii gtVtftinrliifri irhmnfiTr I r nirn nftrr n Inrijpttr i^tr Nit andinina w I'^tai (WriiiBananr 
akin thk con or oteas. :■ 



(added 2Y0 5f Penalty Vak»£3A9o 


‘.m SnniBMll0W(WURStana4RM»n07. 
2824 mnnN( " ■ _ 

234306 ROUBtEH 6uat92. 
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EBF DRANSHELD NOVELTY COMPANY 
(CLASS 0) £4?50 added'TOTf PefeaKy Value 
NWiSH PD 

MBV now IF W EMBO w jma 00,' 
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L Batted 2 

J)Mte 



.6 iRMBOPNOI (2Q Ota H wcarjtas JHsndaa 811. 

.7 TB0020.8«te«(aB))(iM 


B31 

CMPMPlBtEMaoQSt ItoteS 

DteWtt823— DHHKMWt (I) S 


Ulrffi (p Uad R HdWnd 8 5^-^. 


JKMmT 

J**W8 


(CStWalisO B Modan® 4_ 

iSmilgg .w :awijC8ootfi a !«■ 


HHDSOacnXEIPbtPhiiattimUOJG^IIO. 


just grub cuj BMoainxiMaaWte Jd«a»»»o; 
tu» rater at p a mcmoho iaadk«,90- 


NMIN CHORD (9a«i MonammS J Oaam 9 0 
Purer {R Baron) MSnx* 9 0 


BOtW-CitSIUtoriWanttat^crSVViBm^ irtiTNMR^ 

SHADES OF LOW din Pirauea- Feu riMim UmiipTliiainTfl''- . ' jflftiloiF 

CO aUHfBtmm(a^IMsaBB8'Du<M»LtaSW90. 

0 OHR SW OtePad BbMw> HCardiftO--.- — — T - 

. WHMOALE(titoMa»iftgra)Cflca>l90,..- ■ , . . , ',.iJ41fclt4 


^Qd^ twti te«0 to pqTOff^l^ » Pwnw a wuwir7 22--PfaMeyl5)iaa 
-,HO^RuqdWVJ«niECMBlTBMtfttj MMMa(7|U 

■jsstoNusicM-p EAo»i ettereaar? » — ^ tens to ■ 
iHtittireiiiHi.(U)(KiiDdpntiriV0ant4 , 7tt " i ~ j rv " 

-WpM .MMco witeiyc nriat. TirnnKO^wt^MaifiMcTaab. mmtmTai*. 
~>rnte JKtHnd BtecttM, M D»I— 0M. M 

~ - ■ rt Bt w .2MSnaH.SawUltea.aM; ~ 

2 a 0 R Codnaa 7-2 (B stramil an 


iSS3:% 
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moa SARDBt {5tH*h lUanradl LCumW 9 0- 


246 BtoBAUDred3)(BF34BatakMSa^ItaaBar80: 
iren sotr MA8K (Hem ftecmtCU a nktaflon 89 - 

5 7Mm(mi>WDOTmlCnnrtDMUtnil89 

4 VMAGMOflE (22) (Ms A D Bourn) B HbB 0 — L_ 

-20dw J — d ' 


LjOISKm 

-UMMitlB 


- ywfuiite * 

^arncu 


BEnW6gMHa dTnn w ni i » ,6-lHtetBtea8aalMreMLSAJtdaM4.t M a»4 »te, MI^ 
Cbord. UH Wtatef Gantea, 12-1 Amfc, Royal CaaHa 244. Iteah Patel, M M, 2M attan 
1895: WlMo Sanb 2 9 0 W team 6-2 U Durfcp) 18 on .' 

FORM owe 

John Red la the man TO rxi« B^her a twang ®wnd and hBrttesWchoer 

Sioute'a PUW8T, wfw couW 6e anwer W wew of the rott"* ftjWuottiar &am h»- 
nt vwn o«er ttw Dtp ai wo. the dsappawmg BtatBdndee has tooted dad& awr since 
ner oanutetton at NawmarhM and tfiecoddnnhiite a^h today on thteattig. John Bos- 
den has a pleasing sort on podgae m Nnth Chord, a ffvy son d Atao whocanbe««- 
pected to oopa vwfl vutth the eondaons. Bany HRs to the man In tern wtth hte yowerien 
and ne iuns three. His onee-mcBd Nly vatagntai* (fttrti m Rojel Qucatto RtteMrartM) 

canaaol»6e«3nstdereda®nsttihecofts,lhoudilwn«momBS*mrt(ftnmBStBHt*BT>- 

«y> and done Wesft son HIB M^oriwiAim be suprice Mnnea. tan Batdtntfc itaattPMM 
a Bred fbr this eoven-turiong uat. and Just Grand has the eportanca alter a decora tint ■ 
aOorrotUXCfSW. ■ Selection: PORtSJ- 

EBF GBSON BOOTH MAlDQi STAKES (CLASS 0) £4J50 
added 2YD 6f Penalty Value £3,979 

004 watoPwapqatrtcw«ODMciiey9 0.... . ... — - — J< te*g»- 


R. tevno autpdee to UntUDoninant Air a ooTHwotcrtuf here txcaun HOWL 
hasten a ShorMwed ty thdrtwi at Yarmouth tet neck, wduW ha« m««m on «b 
tertBm.AsmcMhBriddmJRdicatenarfllterilhovArMprarntoKWlndnr.noiiaiBtock- 
btal a Off a 2& low nwk hare with a •wdaBceondar usdul 7*j cfaRnarfBchaat lAdan. 
Mdri EquBy dU better aflh tho Mdceo Btewwpdtti flnto dow behind Rqyal BtackhU at 
Yannoi^h. But he's 2Jb wm» or hew. white *«64 f«a«h) ts aimtatyi luxss in and has 
ate ItftfhB to mate up. SaraU bad prestduit' non at Cattenck «mh Expnm OH (41b bat- 
oarttMdtan a length tnthU and nwianf mis miter eound, and tRlMBM'a WaRbetBnfin 
'Isngihs h aawnOL VAffianls WM appads Mdecert Dddb fadqy nMhMartin Owner teldnR 
off 6th. Ha has imtawatf tor tho Wng or tftntam and thte coidd be hte etwnd. Mao. the 
COR who bed Nte nenowtr at.Redcar, KBOden Lad, want don attest Ben’s Lad in a 
Newmeda nuaery a week a#> with Sow la Nu m «th. Satty teMw ts a quMy char- 
, wter who an about when the bora » win aiSaMuiy. In a strong race at U^isiM 

. after a thwwnqmh msx. ha could Bka this 0«avl beings son ol Salt Dome. MynaMon 
has dsappotnted on tesdeh eound. but hte best run was afeurth to Raffs Bat In a Sandown 
nurawy and he's now Stelower. MHge Paik has shown empla promise, but lor a son of 
SaMk ha’i BMy to find this tnp too ttwv. Whhpar Im has been showing ptarty of pace 
■■ and ta. rtoaly weighted, but tho wony tor har IslhB softer Round. 

' “ * RWAtBIACMM® 


lw30 


06 HHCHT GOLD a 4 W H GaW A 3nffl> 9 0 
00 O»S8Vtl[»|fa)(»sPUWe»n»SEVte)^9 0 
00 flTWGTHGCH (35) (Conal Kaensm) RHafnjn90, 

0 0AOROOH p2) bod ScasdaW P HBtem90 
i«LOWE-nW w M WWBtei R Wtfnier 9 0 
33 N*lwrattoSutenNltebesdJD»^00 
0 

0 SHUEDOIBffl'CMS) (ALR Itottn) BWtBO, 

2 S0VtETSlRiE(U8AlCl5)(W fftESarpaTjPQwpie4twn90 

2 SOUP Cm (M6SNJrfl«S B Smart VO 
VAN e»IO earauhs SUd M B MdMqi! 9 0 


HCTHXW m) [TTw Mi«0oie>* PatneraW J b«»»9 
SEA » MUtflE (to IS R Bo«d S R BlMta|9 l_0. 



oonl CO^PffiAnVE BANK PLCSWKES ((LASS C) £5^200 added 

2=!li TtO lm (Stral^it) Prenlty Vatae £4£93 

>1-.' rai ltererisXBA](2^(S^ManmmBeki9aUB91 _XOsris>fl 

2 .144 9MBEAM EMNCE (ISA) {Mf{GocfoW*ii Sasad b«i Sstea 9 1 1 Add 2 

3 21O0Cl»reHl^C»«OL3>{FmBWT^ht*A*s8n OBSdaae 

4' - taDEeteOfBsto^ftnlS^tfhhamraBi 1MM2 

S .. 0 taCMM(bUE|US4] p.T)(GUdMnxMMJaiKffnS6 

a cwreswara(M8(UMa ^JAHi mui3 ioiMr*B 

BgtWB 74BnM0B— d.9-4 ( teU > 1 ,7-z '5l l ll >ia«l P—C I. 8M tg fit 
■ 26-1 ddMsr Howar 

2996: a»oans2 9 1 WRyan fr4 ^ Cec« 6 on 


USD SKT ITha GM MmW M Hsae»ai 9 0. 


o mALAisretxsteaw&BniRwsowuuaonBO. 
02 

00 SAL17GRffll(BmKV3Wtt®CWa89 

43 SAVONA « (S*4ne W WP 89 


KymHfc 04 CpriM TRstn. 1 1 Haift**\ pwwm.ii .1 

2^9 til* 0-7 G watf 20 on 


-SummaO 


J) R HcCite 17 

I Mew 28 

S Dullall 2D 

KDartqrS 


20-lShav, 


pirn the Bany HasH mwnia nn^apjvtf Jhw wg {“retain ' 

1 Tojwn soviet Stilt* and ttantaldii. Share DeMgte strem me fenwy at sura Blade, ana 
S»wn^th«H» rente the Newbuormaidanw*terOoB»R|drein June. Share 

rviirtir n-n '-rwo iwanyi wnrf mva tfia cEaBnct rn{iiM8lon that Loilkii was to eonw 

ESS “ 'ESSISmw*. tome ^centsreteware ht'that w 

BiaaSTand Ian BaMttfs Papua. and normal teywere aw wB n wha him haw 

mb^wmBRBrthelgyoftSwtttStett, aftfitonharttdK^^rtiwrton^iDW- 

M^nninore type Of Sfflted at Newtwy a fcnrttfR a#> afte betegwi mdre^ la nw frori 

Amended start on oat coufseM June LSSSSifS 

dm htns's Za-tm, so the Lamboum man knows what Snare MWIMn 

STstate can W espscad to WlpiDw and this * rw^ a iartodatyrtr^w» The^rin 
XT t a bit wonyiftE where NanteRJn s concaned. He has taded to art homa on 

2f iSS at teSuS Newwtle. but the (rate »*^4r^BW«;«hat 
jKoSRtinte highly of MIL strap and 
rwrihermaybetoK> ,h * 8L 


9-1 


' BOtoDBimD ban interesting feMDOfm'mthtaeadBCHitklering to could hawam- 
tasted the opening maiden, ftanbo Denort ddea him instead of SustMaaa Dane*, and the 
7B> he sets Horn CaUema wM -prow more man handy In the poind. Bold Demand, who 
Is more than one months oldei than CaUenus, should km the eound being a son of Rain- 
bow Quest retd Ns dam won owr this trip. Cauenus never looked Be sapping In the tent- 
bla ground (meeting abandoned oRorwantel at Haytiock and he footed promaing on his 
dtfut at Kampton In a sbong race. Ha B a Hg tfnet »en wnh the wight concession. Sun- 
beam Danes was diswspoirong t»ar this trip behind Ernies aLFtettafract and Kanal cotn- 
prthefwvwy reversed Leicester tom wth mm » Ascot He took* best Matched today. Ktfear 
Kache doesn’t look to to the task after beating the modest Petite Denseuse by under a 
teigth in a Neaftuty nutsary a term®*; a0N and M0* Magi also neetfc a bnpren* on 

hw Chepstow debut run behind Sausaltm Bay- though she dkl bea a saam tact Item a bad 
dmw in a massive field there. 5 ela ct Ion: BOLD DEMAND 


r4joo 


CtSWO HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5£DO added 5f Penalty V»- 
uo £4,273 

Ct^{CD)(lteJUPijrdatiTJNu0aon3 9 23 JR*ti«a22 



sssssks 

iamnbeBWs prewjP Hare 798 J 

re (PI (BP) nay V 


J Stack 2 
LDstM4 
JtDsHMI22 
_Fl|nckrea 


-114MWEM»»393 BIMflUI 

SM492 


IBW(13)nCttHs*il«MWEMWty393 

L l» (W « VhM Hons Sws RasiereiW tes 


IJW492. 




250 


COAL PRODUCTS GROUP STAKES (CLASS C) £7^5C added 
lm 6f 132ytis Preialty Value £4£40 

ss 

gs SSSiSSCKreSSte 

0 PATIALA CW 0*Vt* W* Sns8 R Armamg 3 81. 


_LDsttoH3 

-ACkricAV 

_:BCarwr2 


10 341342 HDMGH 

11 406430 cmnSTTOm 
22 600636 CMWWaLHttimmtDH 
13 006133 WALK THE BEAT (IS (Bj ^ 

14' 0*0000 HKM DQMMM (W1 W 6 

15 000602 »««3*S(lfllD)MsPAMre} 

16 200002 SHADOW JURY M(DJWsJ*Sire 

17 02005 SWGWTH THE BARD (22J(DJPJJ 

18 260000 TXMEBM m(P) (PDSa«N1M 

19 000000 FMIE AMN (20) (CJ . 

20 022820 PEWBT BRAVE 

21 wwnan JOHAYRO C9(B ID) E BoiHl) J R .ir 3 fi 3. 

% somo CHrewmmnPDMOtedi31i)& 



Hnymu 
-t^teH 

5B13 CttaSB (3)19 8 

UUtedsBSU — DteHMyI7)3 

5812— IWarewO 

E9820 R Break (I) 20V 

DQsposnOSlO LCbanoefc7B 

MBhonSSU S States ID 



IfttiMlf 

-ADteqrl 


-S 


WSftChlBfBMJSlKDeifcvWUIW^^ 

aremFftBMHTwreari0rtofpate , ® n * sa *^ Bn * 1 ® 8 **® n ®' e ^ a, ^?' ll * ,o ^^**^ , 2!^* 

SUlttw sh«4*A trouble hbntdOmuch. 


BODtt 2M 8 om terra, M EpMM. 1ML S*wkr. 12-1 Bu HeHttBsy, 

Ete Stread 5 9 10 D Wntft 20-1 (A BaW 22 tin 

as. ieaun BOV d best I 

EitebdS Cup ii W on unaitabiy test ewnd.' 

^nWrt just wre.bafww some poor snow* on this alMreflgwuna 


ed to sR turtonpso hte stamina can gstWm home tetWs 
i under a'b««tent st Leicester last imie, newre only are 



ns«y here t» sneak wma pla» mw^r 

Rffl MNNG FILUES S»KES(ttASS (?) £^fiSOrekfad ^Im 

-2f60ydf Penalty V!ahje£A976 


250 


SSodand^OTlwiBr^^sShM never won on this sort ofgrouncL and SpRctog. * 
SSSttor# pf her when thte » 

j- juija hamil Doom waa a Bnd tiM to Cretan Gut on that onw Reocar pnr 
mOMWid ftffcvSitedteiwBnansinlngnare mSgasnOervCh Gene Smog, teuuwgl 
i^^hkrfattSwfwhOCOuMt»anyihteg<inthtet)ipftOfsurtec>.Hado«»9Ha94» 




XFHona 

jm 


wKij - {^ARAIDSAl Bffl Wff HhtjW H0KA3812 
345-212 WAraP6P06} (IFI«iSHOal3812-~ 


Atitei* 

— .wnjiM8 


: BEE HEALTH 00V 


mark. 


1996 campaign left - which has 
pekfocT a career-best tally of 135 
winners - Fallon aims to end the 
season on a positive note. But 
a campaign that has also seen 
him serve 20 days suspension 
cmrid be prolonged if he derides 
to challenge the Jockey Chib’s 
decision to find him guilty of 
providing deliberately mis- 
leading information at a previ- 
ous disciplinary hearing. 


Richard Dunwoody is to team 
up again with Martm Pipe in an 
att empt to win tomorrow’s Ibte 
Silver Trophy. Dunwoody, who 
has ridden for the champion 
trainer only once since he left 
Pipe to turn freelance at the 
start of last season, has been 
booked by his former boss to 
partner Silver Shred in the 
valuable Chepstow hurdle. 

Pipe has been without a sta- 


ble jockey since Dunwoody’s 
successor at ftmd House, David 
Bridgwater, resigned this sum- 
mer and the tranter has been 
employing the best available. 

That has often been Tbny Mc- 
Coy, but the reigning champi- 
on jockey is to partner Dr 
Leunt for Philip Hobhs at 
Chepstow. Dr Leunt and Silver 
Shred are now second and third 
favourites for the contest with 


HYPERION 

L20 Buyers Dream L50 Beggars Banquet 
2.20 Royal Suprise 230 Bede Rose L20 Bah 

lylna L50 Apoiote Daughter 


SMALL M MARIO Ms 6 115 KJMWHfl 

OCVPOOO ALLBOOH IAD 02] Mat J 9ote 5 11 3— T PmbmAh CT 
'SditfMfi* 1 

BEITMfc 11-10 DMu ManteH, S-l In Ud, H Boyte SwpHre, 7-t 

i Prtnc*. H Wore Joy, 10-1 CoaModaar, 2S-1 otere 


GOING: Good to Unn. 

■ Left-land, undulating coarse. Ran-tn of 360yd. 

B Oonree b on utinor road 2m 3 of Bestwm. Slgnpomd from 
Uwn. Hexbtm natloa 2m. ADMISSION: Club SB; Paddock SB 
(OAPs £4). CAR PARK: Free. 


1250 


HUNKERED HUT TDIE: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LON&OSTANCS RONNKRS: Tren^rtfl ’0}*C2i4rfGrfB(lJ50) 
hue bren au.219 mies lq J 0’S** ten Bcdd&dv ITItonlAWorer 


BULDMG MAMTENANCE CO SELLING 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^00 2m 
4f UOyds 

3M-0UF MNnaor(2qJHJclrain5UlQ GFRyMlS) 

1UDD00- HBBMlArtlBam VINxnpmr 6 11 8-UrMIfeowwsua 

448355 AMA HUUUM (DBA) (152) G Cfatyl 6 11 A £CaW|3) 

0050 M OT HOHU M (13) D WiNns 4 11 1 BMwdhg 

3PPSP-1 W£ Rose (ram GROWS 6 111 ADoUMn 


ISBlVICEMfELDWG CONDITIONALS HAND- 
ICAP CHASE (CLASS F) £4v000 added 
4f 110yds 

136414- l*DOBCn*{IMCtetar8EO DUtR 

146021 CnAFnrUMRM<ra(D|DWMilOU10 — DIMM 
1F5L44 TtBIW'gr Q4) (C) J ITSIim 7 11 6— Mcfwl Dm— V 
1U4W2 MUESMIlse (27) (CqMBSBatamlDlOOJt autre 
0645-15 RHMHnoLBI(24)mPCheabnai910 O — BImR 

682234 BUYERS DREAM (24) BSfcon 6 100 8CMIV 

>(tate4- 

Atitere weBC IQsl the hnfcflP 6WK CNwn SR 9 Bl 

BETURL: 9-4 Ckafly OwpWn, T-2 Ua Datectac, 4-1 WHa Sparida, 5-1 

TirewL W. hpi Draare, 7-1 Fawart Bha 

KARNHEATH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3/100 added 2m 4f UOyds 
10465 BBB8AIBBM4QaErp2)re|PBreiim610]25teare(I) 

34-423 atoGAl£(23)JOSw41012 UMwHBwwS 

0240-5 DMWMEBUnJWUe61012 XJOM* 

1040- IWBaWB(202}Gnclwnlt41012 ADte 

KKAL NUI4 V Itanvson 4 ID 12 ARM 

QISP- SMUXM{U2)0Kcqr81D12 MrC 

006- IIEmnAMUZ(Z21J LLUEB51012 N 

2 CANOMB»tiaB)(ramLLil«o5107 F 

0- IBGMBItASS0V3|jCMB»51D7 KJ 

F- PKOMSEID TOY (16E) M Bamcs 4 10 7 SUglorre 

-Mf 


W5PP- aMMrrs3Mfcuaqmviwe>6iDi0 HTtecr 

243F45- CaOEBOrmW 5^910 9 RAIoBMbIS) 

QHOOOP- NNB5 MtSIRAL (BIO) 0 toot) 6 10 1 J Borin 

W6BM MX THE BILL (I) JYWdt 5100 K Joans 

ID WTO) KAXtstM (tt) S Cinipon 6 100 5 Brews (7} 

11 OOPOOF- AMAPOmCRtagW IDO B Stony 

12 WM3 CXmM IAIN (MR 0806 6100 GUsp) 

-S2 


IfinbunvmRhc lost RualiaKftapasRns: Nt* Jt» Blast lift, Eraser 
Ar 7b MoadbHkdi 9R 8Rb Ohbo lW)r Sk 
■nMBMaHsteM.SlJteMhtea.einicisBsy.SiaawrNre 
Ires, Freo’s toY. arewyb MM 14-1 Nek Tte Ba, 20-t sOres 


3*^fl JOHN BUSME SMnH NOVICE HANDICAP 
> CHASE (CLASS F) £3JBOO UOydS 


BEITMB: llrM Boflres BiwiaM, 7-2 CMof SMs. 5-1 PM|wW« ID-1 
Ttw Hot VWb. 14-1 LMCMH tere, 18-1 Ore Hon BB, 20-1 sOrei 


F201 BAL1YLBE (12) IP) W Ksnp 5 11 10 

E»m2 SAME DE MAM (Bt) (7q Mss 2 Gwn 5 115 B Stoity 

3M34M CHSKA n C SBADi 7 11 5 ~M 

R60091- AflflEyUUBC{UO)JHJcmonBU5 
OAQOU anHVOURHAW(l2)(MLlJUn0>8ll4 

non HUMMEMH(raGMvds5U4 

24133F IWWAY (UE) M Bwnm G 11 2 K 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 
7 

B _______ 

9 UPU4- MOUNIBBiraK (M4) V thonwon 6 M 1-JAi M TbonwcH 

10 5000-33 KUnU(7)Ms5aiMl6100 RSUnt 

11 065040- reCTUCCUB)U»SBwturaeiDO BHanBoR 

- Hasten! - 

Mtinun wtfn: I On Itus isndesp M(pc ftw Tuns Sst 12 Bl 
KTIMB b 7-2 BMyfliw, MABqAre*. S-l Stow Yoir Ited, SI Slew 
**~ **~.T t Tilmliiigi.lt 1 Its l si riiiH.Tjuii. l*t 1 ullmi 


/R9M2 HAZQ. CHE5T (12) U SoHnqf 9 10 10- 


2,20 


1 0505m- 

2 GU3-524 

3 8204-23 

4 &4 

5 244-P44 

6 

7 592-52 


ROBSON BROWN COAMUNICO MADEN 
CHASE (CLASS F) £3£00 added 3m If 
AYLESBURY IAD 000} D Lsn* 7115- 
(7) MB M NBfen 6 U 5. 


OC/JI MUSE AND COMMNY HANDICAP HUR- 
OLE (CLASS F) £2^50 added 2m 

4426-30 ARORAK (USA) (£Q G U Uooro B U 12 IClhgwnV 

LAW (152) (D) G KefY 9 11 7 


HBSEUMBMUtra (BRJ WMe8U5 

GEMS LAD (13) MG S Snd 9 11 5 

MORE JOY [27) 0*800 8115 6 

PANDWA PRBKE J OmBoh T 11 5- 
nano. smraBE (27) w Rte 9 n 5. 



056124) HARBT5 UM (UBQ M G Keif 9 11 7 MrCMtoaB 

426 PMigBMN(DSA)PateA5««te*4U3 ism* 

ooeas nsw^(«4)(ED)jadwi6i0 7 

0F4O- Ttono (157) C FWtar 6 ID 5 D 


00564- AnUffS DAUCmm {228} J GouUngS IDO JtlMbtoi 

aw- 80IC ASHORE (177) M Bans 5 100 JUMmson 

-7dateto- 

I»ta«re(yicl0tt InjBhent&vwe&t: Gone Ashore SH 9ft. 

BETIBIB: 3-IIWsmI, 7-2 Panins, 4J. Anmk, S3 IMao, S-l Apd- 
kTsDredte, M HsM Ires, SO-1 am Aston 


50040P- 60L0BI DRUM (163) J Edwnll 6 10 0 MAfftqptel 

«41 XARLOVNB PU) R Ik ID 10 D A 


HYPERION 

1-10 Zamoreton 3-40 Oakbury 2JJ0 Bridepark 
Rosie 2L40 tarry 3 Jj 0 Mulffgan 3.40 Phaiara 
<L10 EHwrg 


pop- mjsaAHsnKMdsqMtecMDcknoo-. 

-lbdeclml- 

ASrvrouD lOit lan fwxlkap wogte: fYusaan Swm » eex 
BE7TM6: M Stool, 7-2 Mteterate, 5-1 BrUapwfc Rsss, 6-1 Koilovac 
SI Dotere, lfi-1 CMVs Oho. 11-1 nttws 


GOING: Good. 


JUft-haud coune. Run-In of 170yd. 


Creme Is SB of um near BG017. Uunna motion (Derbj- 
Crewe Hoe) «yoins course. ADMISSION: OiibilG (OAlte £12); 
Tsoecnlfe&IO (CUPs 57); Cuune S3. CAR PARK: Free. 


2A0 


FLMTBBH0P& BARNETT NOVICE HAM>- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS EJ £3JJ00 added 



(l-WXI 

frtsorafjCJ.10). 

WINNEBS IN THE LAST SEVEN JU3& None. 
LONG-DISTANCE KONNEBS: Aputee Flrerer (4.1 Oj has been 
sera ] 70 miles tqrHS Hc« from OsUordbridBe, Devon; Gtscnl 
Mowktwr (1.10). Ardair’s^meU (1.40) AXjqlkat (4J0) sat 178 
miles ty M Pipe from NIAoUtefBU, Denm. 


2m 

6622-31 mussu CHJ)W CWJ5120- 


JtMnrn 


4F2283- BASSMUUY (228) Mrs PS* 61012 RMtoay 

132241 RAGMUni RWED (Q (D) HQteWff 7 IDSIBao 

A P McCoy 

16 TARRY (20) (DI A Seem 3 10 3 TBey 

0824-56 DASH TO THE PHONE pug KMopn 4 101 ASSnUV 

OOF- 1HE tEAOER (UQ R Ochn 4 20 0 B 

F145 5KKA4I (93) R Dchn 3 10 0 

604 CftUSVratAIHUSM (21) R Pm£ 100 IR 

502360 SAUjQPWGaRSa6)BUew4^4 10 a S Canal 


dL10 


HOUGHTON WUGHAN MADEN HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3000 2m Bf UOyds 

51- BAIDDNWRD(SmSBmolarew5U5 RJtema 

530-26 BUTEOFOAKpiSAlPaiJMBWdtoSUS^JJHBIBly 
29f HJ»m»W!ia0t7f|«7aPC»tel5U5™Wl 
0992- SALES OF LAUSOER (252) T Fteer T 11 S. 

CAR A M Pips 6 11 5 

S(1BB)T*I7115 

P93)NTWBnvOare5115J) 


-9dsdared- 

l4Wm*ire®ie-X0tt True htnSap trc &a. live Leader 93 13&. Sram 
Sk UttOuWnfertoniUiSKShi QJopif* Gma 9n S&. 

SEmwa: s-l lttoreutet i l Yire io, 7-2 Prates, 4-1 Bs rei te B f , 5-1 Pte 
folio Pbons, 114 TWiy, S-l Btoan, 14-1 TWis Lmtac, 16-1 otims 






BMW ft 6 11 5 -AS I 

flRffdB0}KBak76115 COTteyer 

IVHhraonTUS. 

ter 7 11 EL. 

!T(imUiaCJEiioBw5110. 

OSM5110. 



11 Iff 

12 P- 

13 ooenfi 

14 D43504 OUR I 

15 M 

IB 5B- MCItMA DRY (233 B McUshon 4 110 RDmnody 


{raUoP9r4llO. 

FJDoan«na 




1 042340 

2 0EW1-P 

3 90F345 

A C3U3-34 
S 231001- 
$ 64600- 

7 0644VO2 

KTTMK Je3 

IMSBOOteb 


UTDBtGEAR TERRA "nRE* NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5J500 added 2m 

'(7)BBau0i&1012 TQtjrV 


- ifi doebred - 

BETtMO: 44. Genoa Horite, M Mm Of lM0Mr,S-l SownUnM 
7-1 Our tbtabm, 84 Store Wrei. PnPs PreSss, ID-1 Bbre 04 Oto, 
Vfctortsttey, 124. Svnm»bZ«Mntaa. M-l Mbps 


340 


fl AMBIT MBMCtE (ra G Banat 6 10 12 RFAfttotB 

tEBALARIBrpqMasCJG<ms«61D12 LHansy 

LORD MDKMfiN (USA) (to B Ufttopi 6 10 12JI P HeCoy 

M0UMM(X9B)D Mt»tell6 10 12 AUpte 

SCOTBSUBAMH (2S4)P Webber S 10 12 I Oteros 

TOTAL ASSET (M) * fOWB 6 10 12 Saj-ljrai 

-7deekrto- 

MriBteL 7-1 tte IBtnire, Ifrl UGH Aillst, TMH Atsto. 
BteH, 20-1 IM< Ul 25-1 Betteteorbstt 

STREBEL BCMLERS & RADIATORS HAND- 
WAP HURDLE (CLASS D) £4000 added 


140 


HOLSTEN PLS NOVICE SEIllNG HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £2,450 added 2m 4fllQyds 

1 0*15 JIUm56RSBt(S5)(D)JMiti«5110 SCtomn 

2 OPS «MRAlSGUar(B39Wav41012 THsy 

3 MSB AWESTRUCK CU) BPmece 610 12 R J te sreB 

4 5P-6 OQiaiAltCHEBOHMtO) WAtew41012-JirPSBBHB 

5 20-5 [£B«aM(27)C&PfcDfi tfil2- 

G G5U6 OmURr(M7)MtoL9(ktel41012. 

7 V3f& SECRET SDU3IA D C (37) R Jutes 5 10 12. 

B POP SMART ACT (8) I Bw 7 10 12 

9 000503 U9B6 BAN (17) A Rum 7 10 12 MrBTWrttai (7) 

10 0M0 AR5HWI3 8PKW. (12) M flpe 8 10 7 A P Betty 

11 QtXr-OB BEIHS WBH H 6 Rte 7 IQ 7 .Eftetei 

12 05- COOL MAH7Y (173) R Pitt 5 ID 7 1RXMB01 

_J»J 


2m 4f UOyds 

032222 OQTMMt (2213 (D) 0 GwndaUa A 11 10. RDumotoy 

12M51- HBttTRST(20AMaHKnun6tt9 IFTBtey 


FQ540& WBH 6 BAD E (254) (D|ite SWUM 6116. 
0110-3 MUn2Z0K«J(22)P : lWRHtol4Ul. 



IP Matty 
Jt Preset 

233250 UtMHBMtiASmitoNUtediy7ia7-^PntaB 

03510-2 PtWtARE(27)ftWoodxunfil02 LWyw 

_ I ilMlwd ■ 

BEnret M Diymis, 7^t Hten, Ptmw, E-l Vg» HR, 7-1 M0 tob, 

railJte9MGti 


13 A&532 DIMONMtsr(raGBnMG107. 

- 13 dectand - 

BETTMG: U Hmafs Ore rer, Ollte. H A wstwefc, 7-1 Ante* 
By te, O ali te y,M. Suet BdlylS^ n w aiH iifie t. 10-1- etero 

wnraxsE* novice hamxcap 

(CLASS EJ £4>200 added 2m 5f 
m M S3 S BaxMmB 11 12 -J» JUmen 

(U) K Bate 61111—— cmmyerB 

E38HBqTrtner7iili St 

J&nMi71ia Wl 





KE(27)GMeGoui'8115. 

(13) JM Bader 7 io 13 TJ Meter v 
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(CLASS FJ £3JXK) added 3m UOyds 

1 2URF3 OBURB (CRICOI TGeovG 1110 MARtetel 

2 23fl35- ASTRAL HVAS0N (471) (C) G !*£am 5 11 3. -.3 CKfort 

3 «8042 f KnrAAT(USA)(B7a)Unpe81l2 B Moore (7) 

4 35-3232 ftUDNDOO (8) pj (W) RAnm7 U1 UrRAmwi 

5 5D0U7- Pf»vraOES73inAttaM910U WUretea 

6 175501 IKSMCSJNBtobteGlDB-.. DototM 

7 241043- APACHB fUMIHI Q14) (Co) H S Hdm 8 10 8 -A P McQoy 

8 UCWM W HllltS (18) J luck 10 108 SIMM 

9 0332 SAUtS ON * fate 410 7 teylfOM 
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the sponsors at 6-1 and 7-1 re- 
spectively, behind the 9-4 
favourite, Castle Sweep. 

■ Mem- Gale has been cased 
to 33-1 from 25-1 by Ladbrokes 
for the Cheltenham Gold Cup 
after finishing down the field in 
a chase at Clonmel yesterday. 
Ferdie Murphy's Edelweiss Du 
Moulin has been backed down 
to 20-1, from 40-1, for the 
Champion Hurdle. 


RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

1230: 1. RAMSEY HOPE (J Re*P 13-2; 
2. AnotlMr BMdMarth 04 t*c 3. Naptsr 
Star 9-1. 10 ran. 1% 1. (C FjetiuroU. Tots: 
£940; £2.70. £3.-10. £240. DF; £940. CSF: 
£15 E2. Trteastr £8L37. Tno; £3&80. 

1.00: 1. IANCASHRE LBZEWMA tWy) 
10-1; a. Woodb u ry Lad 4-6 lav; 3. BaDn- 
•tar 10- 1. 9 ron. 3. 3‘.^ (S Dowl. Tots: £850; 
£1.90, £1.00, (2.60. OF: £63X3. CSF: 
£16.67. Tikk £10.90. 

UO: LPBISIAN CONQUEST (A McCkmel 
12-1; 2, Laid 15-8 for. 3. Proud tmafa 0 
1. 13 ran. 3. V- (R Ingram). Tote £23.80: 
£5.60. £130. £2.70. DF: £23-80. CSF: 
£23 JS. Tie; £90.70. 

24)0: L FRUfEANA IP Roberts) 11-2; 2. 
KBcuMre Lad 94 toe 3. MMboumuPtewre 
101 10 ran. L IV*. <J Benyi. Tote: £6.10: 
£3.60, £1.10. £5.40. DF; £1110. CSF; 
£1722. Tncaac £174.06. TWo; £124.40. 

130: 1. MtSTBI RAIDEP « Daiyl 101; 
2. Step On Date* 100-30 tnr. 3. Ftetb* 
•tsIdm tom 16 -jl 10 ran. HU, V*. (E Wtieei- 
er). IWk £250. £150, £3.90. DF: 

£28.60. CSF; £3953.TMcasC £49050. Trw 
£161.50 

OOCfc 1. SMITHEREENS (TQueinl 7-1: 2. 
Ttw FUetem 02; 3. Daisy Bates 3-L 8 
ran. 2-1 tor Betzao. 9, 'h. (P Wahryn). TotK 
£650; £2.60, £1.90. £150. DF: £11.50. 
CSF: £3651. 

3J30: 1L MR NEVEHMVO (S Whaworoit 
101;2.ianti»Hwwoiiyl01; 3. PcfHoc* 
FIRM 12-1: «. Mon 01. 18 ran. 9-2 tor 
My GoBetf. Nk. IVu fG L Moore). ToIik £850; 
£3-60. £2320 £2.70, £150. DF: £49.10. 
CSF: £158-73, Tncast £158125. Tno: 
£10550. 

4J»c a. ARZAM (Mbs E Johnson Houftmn) 
201; 2. Atom Expraoa 7-t 3. Fsitwr Dm 
■ 01 13 ran. 02 fav Meter O'GraOy. Hd. Z 
(D Cosgrove). TotK £4040; £5.50. £250. 
£2A0, OF-- £89250 CSF: £17757. TncasC 
£94452. Tno: £14650. NRs: Renata’s 
Prince, wWmSay. 

HMWpot: £19.90. Quadpob £24.50. 
Ptaos Be £1020 nam 5: £1350 

MUSSELBURGH 

110; 1 SCAHABEN (J Fortune) 01 Z 
Broughton's Prtda 7-1 3. DasartZooa 8- 
1 14 ran- 11-4 fav Bust Of AIL Stit-nd. 2. 
IS KeWwefl. MTOctanam). TotK £10.50; 
£3.80, £2.10, £3.60. DF: £2080 CSF; 
£6005. Tricase £445.30 Tito: £16060 
140: 1 FEARLESS CAVALER IF Lrechl 
7-4 lav; Z imperial Canton 10-1; Z En- 
chwdtoa 01 11 ran. Nk, hd. (R HoHnstoad, 
Upporlxn^toD. Tote: £3.00 £1.40 £350, 
£2.70 DF: £65.10. CSR £2055. Tricast 
£7150 TrtK £5530. 

Z1D; 1 SPANIARD’S MOUNT (R Miden) 

7- 2; Z Zorin 6-1; 3. rm St* Hara 301. 

8 ran. 04 lav FDnang Bid f5in). Sht-hd. 5. 
IM TamtSore, NewnwHetl. Tote: £4.30; 
£190, £140 OF: £1550. CSF: £2153. 

Z40: 1. PEEP O DAY rUBtans) 20 1 Z 
Rasapto 0 1 Z Mmiaret Calypso 12 1 13 
ran. 01 R-tori Kathryn’s Pet, Mss Prism. 2, 
IV*. u L Eyre, TlwslO. Tota: £4840: £050, 
£190, £2-30. DF: £26850. CSF: £150 72. 
Tricasc £3.76046. Trio: £234.30. 

OJJOt. A. NORTHERN MOTTO U Qumnl 

8- 1 2. Antfaaay Saa view 7-1; Z 
ShaUyr 7-1; 4. Arc Of Tba Dhrar 14-3. 
17 ran, 9-2 fav Arlan Spirit. 2' :. nh. <J 
Gddlo. KAmamockj. Tote: £8.70; £2.10. 
£3. BO. £160. £3.20. DF. £46-30. CSF: 
£6150. Tncasu £390.63. Tno: £176.40. 

3.40: x. wellaki u Carraci 04 fav: Z 
Doe Ryan's 101 3. Great Chid 115. 7 
ran. 1 'A. 3. U Gosder. Ncnmariieu. Tom 
£2.00; £1.00, £7.90 Of : £14.50. CSF. 
£1522. Mt Boor. 

45ft L ABSOLUTE AlAOICtFLyncril U- 
4 toe Z Brotoana GeU 11-2: Z Master H0 
neM 7-1 14 ran. V.. no. (W Haggas. 
Newmatet). Tote: £4.40. £1.80, £250, 
£2.40 DF: £12.40. CSF: £18.89. Incast 
£97.03. Tno: £40.50. 

Jackpot Not won. Pool of £2550.31 ear- 
ned tomato to Donc a ster today. 

Ouadpot: £310.70. Placapot £1,499.50. 
Place 6: £45858. Place & £175.43. 

MARKET RASEN 
120: 1 TIP IT W tN Horracksi 01 Z 
Anateandi 7-2; Z NawtaB Prtoca 04 tar. 

6 ran. 1'/:, 11 lA Smith, Bewiievi. Tote: 
£730; £2.80, £2. DO. DF: £2140. CSF: 
£3651 

ISO: L CHtff MOUSE y F Ttiey) 114 
lav; Z toabbtot Pride 12-1; Z MockTri- 
al 5-1 14 ran. 0 nl (Miss H Knifim. Mun- 
DBBV tote: £3.10; £130. £3.70. £Z2U. DF; 
£4020. CSF: £40.90. Tnu £24^0. 

Z20: 1 SIMPty DASHBCC a wyei) 0 13 
ton Z Mr Ptchpoduit 15-a z Keamre- 
Speed 10-1. Sraa Ddt. 0 (7 EastwDy. Sto- 
ton). Tote: £160: £1.20. £3-10. £2.10. OF: 
£190. CSF: £2.39. 

Z50: 1 LOCHMAMAIN IP NMn) 02: Z 
Sfegtosoto 02; Z Keen To The Last 9-4 
lav. 7 tan. 1Z 0 (tora M Revdev. Saltbisni. 
Tote: £&1Q; £2.70, £2.60. DF: £15.90. CSF: 
£2351 Tntasc £5136. NR: Pns Mutch. 

350: 1 AU8ANG tl Osborne] 04 lav; z 
Shared Risk 12 1Z North Bear 01 U 
ran. 9, IV- IM Camacho, Marion). Tote: 
£2.20; £150. £3.30. £2.10. DF: £14.40, 
CSF; £2196. Trw £54.00. NR; KBnanuKyra 
Got 

350: lORHTtNS BAR (RMarleyl 12-1: 

Z W c a tw eB Boy 01' Z Jtra VatenUna 2- 
1 tor. 10 ran. 3*/», 3. (Mrs P Sly. Peustjor- 
OU0U- Tote: £20.70: £450. £200. 1X30 
DF: £44.10. CSF: £7122. Tntasr £16X47. 
Trim £7750. 

naoepot £11950. Quadpot: £!4.ia 
Place fc £73.90. rtace S: £15.95. 
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Sport 

The cynical managers, now long in the tooth, 
that he is wasting his time and will, inevita 


s tooth, might tell Hoddle 
inevitably, be let down 


The dressing-room at a football dub 
is a very special type of place for 
those granted entry. It can even be- 
come a player's second home. It is 
a club within a dub. with very few 
secrets. 

I was once told of a player who 
beat his wife. In that particular 
dressing-room there was also a 
thief, a university graduate and two 
very heavy drinkers. Otherwise it was 
a typical cross-section of players. In 
company they would generally be 
very good, very generous and very 
funny people to be around. 

Apparently the player who beat 
his wife was not a high-flier. He 
earned fairly ordinary money by the 
standards at the time. His best 
chance of international honours 


came when England played the nest 
in the weekly five-a-side. 

The manager of the club in ques- 
tion was, I know, very aware of the 
dressing-room's in dividual charac- 
ters but showed little or no inclina- 
tion to get involved. His preference 
was to turn two blind eyes. He picked 
the team, hoped they won. and 
moreover hoped he kept his job. His 
involvement and influence over the 
lives of his players began and end- 
ed with their performance and the 
result they produced. 

Unfortunately, some years later 
the player in question finished up in 
jail and subsequently, tragically, 
took his own life. 

Football managers generally 
tread a very precarious tightrope, cry- 


ing to balance their responsibilities 
to the dub and results with their 
wider responsibilities to the indi- 
viduals for whose performances 
they are also responsible. 

Managers vary. Some choose to 
subjugate deep personal disapproval 
in stomaching all manner of personal 
and social inadequacies in their 
players, in the interests of that 
ever-elusive victory. 

Others demand a much stricter 
code in terms of what is and what 
is not acceptable behaviour. This 
wide judgmental policy is pursued, 
in some cases, no matter what the 
cost might be in performances, 
points or personal popularity. 



HOWARD WILKINSON 


on his best days can be right up there 


Paul Gascoigne is a footballer of with the best. His personality has 
very exceptional talent, a player who prevented him producing as many 


of these days as he should have. His 
inclusion in the England squad for 
tomorrow’s match in Georgia may 
wdl have been touch and go anyway, 
even without his Qff-the-fieid di- 
versions. 

In those circumstances Glenn 
Hoddle must have known, that to 
omit Gascoigne from the squad 
would have been the easier, safer 
and definitely more popular option. 
He well knew he had more to lose 
t han he bar! to gain. 

Hoddle’s position is obviously 
slightly different to that of a club 
manager becanse his players are rep- 
re se nting their country. If playing for 
Rangers equates to a consular post 
in Andorra, representing England 
is like being the ambassador to the 


United States. However, this is only 
Hod die's thir d game and at the mo- . 
ment this particular loose cannon 
has, since be took over, remained 
loaded and primed,, but not dis- 
charged. ' 

So why did Hoddle get involved? 
Managers are eternal optimists, all 
of them endowed with a totally D* 

tngiralj everrarrogant belief that they 
pin change- and affect the, player wife 
whom all before have failed. They 
also know they have to win, and that 
requires playing the best players 
available. That never changes. 

Some like, even need, their play- 
ers uj be the sort of people they like, 
even admire. They believe and are 
committed to affecting their players 
in the widest sense. Hoddle, it 


would appear, feds Ibis way abour 
hjsiob.Hc also underalands hfc veiy 


Holyfield still in 
pursuit of grail 

Ken Jones, in Las Vegas, assesses the twice world champion's 
prospects against the formidable Mike Tyson iamonrow night 

T he morning after Evander head on. Then it is how you re- they think a boxer should be and 
Holyfield lost the undis- spond to defeat, if it comes, or whether they think him to have 
nu ted world heawweicht how you respond to fighting real talent I think IwiQ be more 


T he morning after Evander 
Holyfield lost the undis- 
puted world heavyweight 
championship to Riddick Bowe 
on 13 November 1992 bis asso- 
ciates advised retirement from 
boxing. “You’ve got more in the 
bank than you arc ever likely to 
need and there isn't anything left 
to prove," Lou Duva said. 

So what was it that kept 
Holyfield in the ring: fame, the 
warrior instinct a fear of anti- 
climax or, as Mike Tyson who 
is defending the World Boxing 
Association title against him to- 
morrow believes, the effect of 
an acquisitive nature? 

Barely six months on from an 
effort that had left him utterly 
exhausted, Holyfield gained a 
12-round decision over Alex 
Stewart in Atlantic City. No 
longer connected with the Du- 
vas. who had switched then at- 
tention to Lennox Lewis, and 
struggling to overcome the 
moderate resistance of an op- 
ponent Tyson blew away in one 
round, he looked awful 
Remarkable as the story be- 
came when Holyfield took back 
the WBA and International 
Boxing Federation titles from 
Bowe, the tests he underwent for 
cardiac problems following a 
subsequent loss to Michael 
Mooter in April 1994 brings anx- 
iety to this week’s proceedings. 

The ancient creed by which 
Holyfield abides does not allow 
for equivocation. That be hasal- 
ways been prepared to leave the 
ring on a shield makes people 
worry for him. Holyfield asks 
himself. “How many fights have 
I been in to the point where my 
will has been tested?" The an- 
swer encourages Holyfield to 
believe that he can stand up to 
Tyson, one of the most devas- 
tating hitters boxing has ever 
known. 

Holyfield will never be re- 
membered with Muhammad 
Ali and Joe Louis, who were tru- 
ly big men as well as great tal- 
ents. or with Rocky Marciano, 
who was a crude phenomenon, 
but as a two-times heavyweight 
champion he claims a place in 
history. 

“I see greatness in a differ- 
ent way than a lot of people see 
it,” he said this week after com- 
pleting a lively sparring session. 
“You’re only as great as the guy 
you fight. Sometimes you win 
because you’re more talented, 
but there will always be people 
who step up and meet you 


head on. Then it is bow you re- 
spond to defeat, if it comes, or 
how you respond to fighting 
somebody who hits just as hard 
and keeps coming track at you." 

Holyfield has the reputation 
of a conscientious, hard-striving 
fighter, the kind who relies 
mostly on courage and en- 
durance, qualities that are nev- 
ertheless evident in the men he 
a dmire s. “All the fighters who 
have been considered great are 
people you couldn't look at 
and always be sure they would 
win." be said. “Sometimes they 
won because ofwhat they were 
willing to go through. It comes 
down from Louis, Marciano. 
.Ali, who went in with fighters 
who were winners too. You 
don’t get a big name in boxing, 
get all tbe way to a champi- 
onship, by overcoming oppo- 

‘When it is time 
to examine my 
career, the 
names on my 
record will be 
important’ 

nents who choose not to fight. 
When it is time to examine my 
career, to figure out where I 
stand in histoiy, the names on 
my record will be important.” 

The most recent is that of 
Bobby Czyz, no more than a 
passable imitation of a heavy- 
weight who lasted five rounds 
last May when he faced Holy- 
field at Madison Square Gar- 
den. “I know I didn't look very 
good that night," Holyfield said, 
“but I found it veiy difficult to 
get interested. It isn’t the same 
when a fight doesn't appear to 
be very important. You re- 
member those other nights 
when there was everything to go 
for and it affects your concen- 
tration. There isn’t the same 
buzz, that feel of uncertainty 
that helps to get you up for a 
fight." 

Holyfield is not the most 
forthcoming of men and he 
finds articulation a problem. 
“Only time is really going to 
prove the point, but this fight 
here will take me to a different 
level,” he added. “People have 
different perceptions of bow 


they think a boxer should be and 
whether they think him to have 
real talent I think 1 will be more 
appreciated when my career is 
over. Then there will be an un- 
derstanding that I didn’t get hit 
as often as some may imagine. 
That I slipped most of the 
shots." 

Fears about Holyfield's 
health are less relevant to 
tomorrow’s contest than the 
probability that he is a spent 
fighter. However, that conclu- 
sion does not bother him. 

“The same was said before 
the second fight against Bowe, 
but I proved to have more 
than he could handle. I came 
back when most of the writers 
thought I was finished” 

Two days before that contest 
at Caesais Palace in Las Vegas, 
quite late at night, I came 
across Holyfield in an elevator. 
He was with the girlfriend he 
married two months ago and I 
thought it odd behaviour so 
dose to the contest The im- 
pression you got was that it 
would be enough to go out 
against a younger man and 
prove that be was no quitter. In- 
stead he defeated Bowe, taking 
advantage of the champion’s 
slackness in preparation. 

If Holyfield had lost that 
fight it is probable that he 
would have gone into perma- 
nent retirement, which is what 
he should have done anyway. 
“Maybe," he said "but I was 
convinced that I could beat 
Bowe hi the way Tm sure I can 
surprise everyone by beating 
Tyson. I've proved a lot in my 
time, came back after being 
written off even by people who 
had believed in me, ana it is all 
about having a positive attitude 
and putting your trust in God 
I'm not suggesting that God is 
on my side but if 1 felt He was 
against me in this I would be out 
of boxing.” 

By conservative estimate, 
Holyfield has grossed more than 
SlOOm (£62,000) in ring earning; 
and his thrift is legendary. His 
wedding breakfast was held at 
a roadside diner. Holyfield does 
not have the first dollar he ever 
made but be probably remem- 
bers what it was spent on. 

What Holyfield will not ac- 
cept, of course, is that he is 
about to become another of 
Tyson's hapless victims. “I think 
Tyson’s beatable,” he says. 
Which is why people worry 
about him. 






Evander Holyfield: ‘I’ve proved a tot in my time, coming back after being written off Photograph: Bob Donnan/Allsport 


wide' responsibilities to thegameand 
must therefore place a -heavy onus 
oft players ro snare that responsi- 
bility. 

Gascoigne must now, once and 
for aB, accept that responsibility and . 
appreciate the risk taken on his be* 
half by his manager. The cynical 

managers, now long in The tooth U. 
might teB Hoddle he is wasting his. 
time and will, inevitably be let 
down. •' 

If Gascoigne docs not appreciate 
this great risk there can be no sec- 
ond chance: If he does, we could see 
a person and a career saved. Years 
ago, a similar managerial in (erven-- 
tkm might have seen a Hfe saved. 


Leicester 
and Quins 
games off 

Rugby Union 


Bristol and Saracens have called 
off tomorrow’s Courage League 
One games against Leicester 
and the leaders, Harlequins, re- 

release 

their Irish international players. 

Northampton, however, have 
decided riot to seek the post- 
ponement of iheir sell-out game • 
with Bath, even though they 
be without four internationals. 

Bristol's Paul Burke art. 
David Corkety, plus the SaiV 
cens trio Paddy Johns. Paul 
and Richard Wallace, are re- 
quired for an Irish training 
camp leading up to next Tues- 
day's Test against Western 
Samoa at Lansdowne Road in 
which Waiga TUigamala will re- 
sume his international union ca- 
reer after a three-year break. 

London Irish's home game 
against ^Ktosps had alreadybeen 
rearranged for 16 November, 
while Second Division New- 
castle won a postponement of 
Rotherham’s trip to Kingston 
Park due to calls on Nick Pop- 
plewefl and Ross Nesdale. , 

There is nothing quite like a 
barbed comment or two from 
back home to weld a touring 
side together. John Eales and 
his inemerienced band of new 
age Wallabies play Scotland at 
Murrayfield tomorrow in the 
first stage of their quest for: a 
Celtic Triple Crown, and they 
will almost certainly draw col- 
lective strength from the latest 
outburst of high-profile do- 
mestic derision. 

The Queensland coach, Johv^ 
Connolly, went bn televisioo iirT ; 
Australia on Wednesday ta 
voice his concern over a “qp- 
vided squad” who, apparently, 
were “living in an atmosphere 
of fear". Besides embarrassing 
Eales, who captained Queens- 
land and worked closely with 
Connolly throughout last sum- 
mer's Super- 12 tournament, 
the comments also put the na- 
tional coach, Greg Smith, in an 
even more determined state of 
mind. The Scots may yet have 
cause to wish Connolly had 
kept his opinions to himself. - 

“It’s not hard to work otit 
what is happening." Smith 
fumed. “These sorts of com- 
ments come from people who 
fail to get ffieWiflaby coaching 
job. It’s just so irritating. A few 
people with access to the media 
are trying to destabilise the 
camp by spreading lies and un- 
truths. I wish they would support 
the team instead." Characteris- 
tically, Eales was content to 
play down the issue but sad rafr 
nously: “This could work ferns . . . 
as much as against us." 


Seles enjoys another Atherton against family visits on tour 

MQw 2»t tko nffiro Cricket see the trip as vital to the build- of England's 15-man squad are 

wClwY Umj dli VI I dr VJI llvCr up to ne.it summer's Ashes se- married, with seven players 


Tennis 


Monica Seles, the lop seed, 
made short work of her first, 
match at the Bank of the West 
Classic in Oakland, California, 
beating Patricia Hv-Boulais of 
Canada 6-1. 6-2 in just 60 min- 
utes. 

Also winning their second- 
round matches on Wednesday 
were the second seed Lindsay 
Davenport, the fifth seed Bren- 
da Schuliz-McCarthy of the 
Netherlands, Kimberly Po and 
Linda Wild 

Seles, twice the winner here, 
dominated from the start, slic- 
ing forehands to the corners. 
She will now face Po in the quar- 
ter-finals. 

Seles came imo the match fd- 
kiwing a semi-final defeat to Jen- 
nifer Capriati in Chicago cm 
Saturday. That setback dropped 
her from joint world No 1 with 
Steffi Graf to joint No 2 with 
Spain's Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

“After this year is over, I just 
want to do better at the Grand 
Slams,” Seles said. “Not so much 
the rankings. Being number one 
is definitely not a priority in iny 
life any more. It's a bonus." 


Despite a sore stomach, Se- 
les looked sharp throughout, 
smacking winners from both 
sides and keeping Hy-Baulais 
off balance from the baseline. 

“I h3d no problem playing 
Saturday but Sunday I had a 
high temperature. My stomach 
is still not feeling that well 
yet,” Seles said. 

Seles's ailing shoulder, which 
she has constantly said might re- 
quire surgery, held up welL 
This was borne out by a 64 per 
cent rate on her first serve. “It 
feels better every day," she 
said. 

“I couldn’t tell she had any 
shoulder problems," Hy- 
Boulais said “Monica plays a 
different game than tbe rest of 
the pack. She stays right on top 
of the baseline and makes you 
alter a lot of shots." 

Seles, who beat Martina 
Navratilova in her wins here in 
1990 and 1992, could meet the 
other Martina in Sunday's final. 
Switzerland's Martina Hingis 
meets Wild in the quarter-finals. 

Seles has only one seed, 
fourth-seeded Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez, in her half of the draw. 
Hingis has Schultz-McCarthy 
and Davenport in her section. 


The England captain, Mike 
Atherton, has appealed to play- 
ers to keep wives and girlfriends 
away from this winters tour of 
Zimbabwe and New Zealand. 

Several players are stiD believed 
to be planning to fly in partners 
during the 14-week tour, which 
starts on 25 November and in- 
dudes the Christmas and newyear 
period. A team meeting was held 
during England’s training trip to 
southern Portugal this week in an 
effort to resolve the issue. Ather- 
ton and the coach, David Lloyd, 


see the trip as vital to the build- 
up to next summer's Ashes se- 
ries against Australia. 

Atherton said: “We have had 
a chat about it and there were 
some strong views aired. We 
have tried to persuade the play- 
ers we would like, in this in- 
stance, families to stay at home. 
But there is no clause saying 
players will be disciplined if 
wives come out I don't, howev- 
er, expect to see any." 

However, it is part of a gen- 
eral agreement with Lord's that 
players should be allowed go be 
visited by family members dur- 
ing a long tour. More than half 


of England's 15-man squad are 
married, with seven players 
having small children. 

The tour manager, John Bar- 
clay, said: “We have nothing 
against family members coming 
out, and it’s certainly not a pol- 
icy matter in general terms, but 
with Christmas coming just a 
month into the tour we feel in 
this instance there wfll not be any 
organised visits. Wb feel fami- 
lies coming in alter the focus and 
atmosphere, and I drink every- 
one can appreciate that what we 
are hying to do this winter is cre- 
ate a situation where England 
can be as successful as possible.” 


Towers facing struggle to qualify 


Basketball 

RICHARD TAYLOR 

One extra second would un- 
doubtedly have given London 
Towers victory over Verona in 
their European Cup group 
game at Wembley Arena on 
Wednesday night, but instead 
their 71-64 overtime defeat 
piles on the pressure for then- 
final four qualifying gomes. 

When Karl Brown saw the 
game dock clicking down to the 


final second he knew there was 
insufficient time to complete his 
drive to the basket, ana pulled 
up for a 15-fbot jump shot 
which r,-*ssed. 

Scores stayed tied on 
, jilowing the Italian dub's 
j^ierican Randolph Keys and 
Danish international Joachim 
Jerichow to open a match-win- 
ning 69-59 lead in overtime as 
London lost their heads in a bar- 
rage of hasty three-point at- 
tempts and rash fouls. 

Their coach, Kevin Cadle, 


said: “We threw up three or four 
three-pointers even when we 
were only a couple of baskets 
down. We still had time to car- 
ry on driving to their basket and 
scoring or drawing fouls.” 

. Tbwers are in tbe final qual- 
ifying place, fourth, and must 
win their two final home games 
against the clubs below them, 
vka Tbilisi, of Georgia, and 
Podgorica, of Yugoslavia. Vic- 
tory in either or their away 
games in TUrkey or Hungary 
would be a bonus. 


High noon for 
Hightown 
and Trojans 

Hockey 

BILL COLWILL 

Hightown and Hqjans, who both 
shipped goals in shock defeats 
last weekend, meet tomorrow at 
Formby with both teams likely 
to be missing key players. 

Helen Grant, UiiyNewcondbe 
and Caroline Gilbert; European 
Under-21 bronze medallists m the 
summer, wfll again be mxssmg far 
Hightown, who lost 8-2 at Don- 
caster, but defender Debbie 
Mills, who required hospital 
treatment after a facial injury last 
week, is expected to be fit Tft> 
jarts, who went down 543 at home 
to Clifton, hope Ali Wtkefiekl 
and Kath James will return. 

Leaders Slough entertain Ip- 
swich, trailing by three points in 
third place. Safly Eyre returns 
for Slough and the. Olympian 
Anna Bennett is fit again. 

‘ Oltoo and Old Loughtonians, 
top of the First and Second Di- 
visions respectively and the only 
two League sides on maximum 
points, both play their nearest 
rivals: Wimbledon visit Olton 
and OldLoughtonlans travel to 
Loughborough to play Students. 


Olympics set to lo$| ? 
Hobie and Star fc 


Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 

After three shows of hands and 
four secret ballots, tbe choice of 
boats for tbe 2000 Olympics in 
Sydney- and those classes to be 
excluded - was drafted in 
Brighton yesterday. 

The venerable Star class, in 
which Britain won gold in 1988, 
was eclipsed after appearing in 
14 Olympics since 1932 and the 
lobbyists for the Hobic 16 cata- 
maran were reeling from being 
excluded even from the voting 

Through went the new 49er 
Mistral board and 470 dinghies 
for both men and women, the 
Tbmado cat, the Laser, the Finn, 
th e Europe and the Soling, which 
will also be the match racer. 

The events committee of the 
Internationa] Sailing Federation 
had kept a packed room wait- 
ing for over an hour and a half 
before it tackled the most ex- 
citing subject of the week. 

Everyone knew that some- 
thing had to go to make way for 
the 49*er as the only addition- 
al medal in 2000 wiU be for 
women's match racing. In 
stepped America’s Tbm Ehman. 


First he persuaded everyone 
only to vote for yachts saifedin 
Savannah in July: collapse of the 

Hobie party. 

Then he secured the boards, 
the Europe singlehander jpr 
women, the Tornado and tbe ex- 
clusion of the Soling from fee 
balloon debate. At which point 
a wierd and wonderful voting 
system was proposed by whKjh 
each of the 18 committee w6«d 
write down the yacht they would 
choose to drop and three slips 
later it was down to the Starafid 
the 470 for men. - 

This was more fun than sail- 
boat raring, twice as lease atw 
also prone to be incondusfcfe. 
Strategy and structure were 


basis of a programme of events 
was dismissed Tbdty the alhwfo- 
erful council meets to ratififT 
not, the committee’s decisidh 
I Isabelle An Ussier and 
Laurent were within a mi»pf 
each other after four daysofjh*; 
Vcndde Globe stoglc-hanwfo 
round the world race with 
Britain’s Pete Goss eighth- 

Tbny Bullimore, who returned 
to Les Sables d’OlounMor 
steering gear repairs, was du* 
to restart Iasi night. 
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ASIANS IN FOOTBALL FA backs quest to counter racism. Guy Hodgson reports from Oldham 

Long hard 
road to 


sport 

Vogts tries to 
plug the gaps 


could not count the 
number of Asians playing 
-■ football professionally on 
the fingers of your hand. You 
would not need to, as there are 
precisely none and some would 
say they have been fortunate to 
have so many. • 

Preconceptions dog a young 


as he begins to kick; a ball 
around. He will be physically 
too small, for one, dot talent- 
ed enough, for another, or it is 
, too cold in Britain or his nat- 

- krai inolra.h',-... .—*11 .-‘I. L! 


facing a demographic time 
bomb unless they can attract 
players and spectators to their 
grounds. • . 

One in two children leaving 
school in the Bradford area in 
the year 2000 will be of Asian 
o rigin ; in Blackburn racial mi- 
norities will make up a third of 
the tpwn^ixwdatioti within ^0 
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6 -story xs similar m 
Leicester, the West 


of the coimtiy. . 
Yesterdays confer 


-jnalindinatioits.v^tilthimto- vealed att&Idc pro! 
wards crickeL Basically, Asians both ends of the 'a 


cannot play. 

“Asians m Football.” a con- 
ference hosted byihe Football 
‘ Association in Oldham yester- 
day, confronted these precon- 
ceptions. Why, the theme was, 
is it that the last ethnic group 
that, so it was once believed, 
■ could not kick it - the Afro- 
Caribbeans - now represents 20 
per cent of Englamfs 2,000 pro- 
. fessional footballers, while a 
large minority provides no- 
body? 

v “Its become dear in the 
* last two years that there is a 
huge increase in Asian young- 
sters playing the game,” Mark 
Sudbury of the Football Asso- 
• dation said. “Yet at the other 
end of the scale none have 
made it to professional clubs. 
There is a discrepancy some- 


Asian paren ts bare M M 
keen for theirsbns to pursue al- 
ternative careers, poiglf* bc^ 
cause they wish to spai&^cbem 
racial abuse. Meanvduifc_clnbs 
tended to take die view mat no 
players now equals no. players 
ever.. 

■ A report entitled “Asians 
■ Can’t Flay Football”, which, 
prompted yesterday^ ■ confer 
ence, revealed that 85 
of professional elub of 
opposed Go eight per cent of 
Asian players,’ thought that 
Asian footballers were 

niteiy or possibly less. 

than players drawn from other 
groups. Also, 65 per cent of 
; Asian players have regularly es^' 
countered racism pJayiqgfoot- - 
bafl. while 40 percent oCtbem.; 
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Germany will be without several 
of their European Champion- 
ship stalwarts when they try to 
end a disappointing run of re- 
sults against Northern Ireland 
in tomorrow’s World Cup qual- 
ifier in Nuremberg. 

Hie Bbero Matthias Som- 
mer, the defender Thomas Hcl- 
mer and the midfielders Mario 
Baskr, Dieter Eilts and Chris- 
tian Ziege have all been ruled 

out as the Euro 06 winners aim 
to beat Northera Ireland for the 
first time m nearly 2D jears. The 
last time they managed it was 
in 1977: a 5-0 victory in Cologne 
when their present coach, Berti 
Vogts, was still playing. 

“We are going tohave to take 
the game to Northern Ireland, 
wbo have a physical game,” said 
Vogts wbo waspaiticularly dis- 
appointed by Thursday's with- 
drawal of Eilts with a knee 
injury. “Dieter is a rock for us 
and an important player for our 
system. I now have to’ think who 
is going to replace him." 

VfB Stuttgart's Thomas 
Schneider coukl wm his first cam 
in place of Fifty while Karl- 
sruhe’s Michael Throat is tipped 
to sian his first international in 
Ziege's [dace on the left flank. 
Borussia Dortmund's Stefan 


Reuter is expected to take over 
the libcro role, with Bayern 
Munich's Thomas Strunz op- 
erating as a right wing-hack. 

The Southampton midfielder. 
Eyal Berkovilch. and the Tot- 
tenham striker, Ronnv Ros- 
enthal have been included in 
Israel's squad for their World 
Cup qualifier against Cyprus in 
Limassol on Sunday. 

Japan and South’Korea have 
apparently cleared the first and 
biggest hurdle of the 2(102 
World Cup by agreeing to play 
the opening match in Seoul and 
the final in Japan. 

“Japan will stage the final and 
the dosing ceremony and South 
Korea the opening game and 
the opening ceremony,” said an 
official in Seoul at the Office of 
Preparation for the 2002 Fifu 
World Cup. The deal was con- 
firmed by Japanese officials 
and it now needs formal ap- 
proval only by a Fifa Executive 
Committee meeting in Barce- 
lona on 7 December. 

Fifa yesterday rave the gn- 
ahead to a “mini World Cup 
to be contested every two yean* 
by continental champions. It 
confirmed Saudi Arabia will 
host the first Confederations 
Cup in December next year. 


McDonough under fire 


There is a discrepancy some- reported that they were: dis- . . VI I ■ VI C4 I LI I I W | v 

■ where, and this conference is a couraged from playing hyihgfr- r .7 . , . . . 

step toward addrtissing ft." . J ;' 1 - _ ■ -= • 

The figures show that the v^^The jomt author of theTre-T^^ jHsi news -one," Shakeel for Huddersfield I 

-problem is worth pursuing. The port- Jas BainS,: saidi^This All&d' repeated the battle know that hatf the people from 
1991 census revealed that conference pmves the issue; ; As«m foot- where Tin from would come 

-around Um Britons derive onftK^haffsagenda. ItsiKJt^^hafl^^^Jongthofthecx>m>-.-;atKl watch,” he said. “It would 
from the Indian subcontinent, .important them a role model \ibe iook at Shakeel he was 


mam- 


are growtt^ in numbers but have yet to break through professionally Photograph: Simon Wilkinson 

I waiting for a role model 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


Roy McDonough deserves to he 
remembered for his achieve- 
ments of the 1991-92 season, 
when as player-manager of 
Colchester United he became 
only the second manager to lead 
a dub to the Conference and FA 


•• The figures show that the 

- problem is worth pursuing. The 
1991 census revealed that 

- around Urn Britons derive 
from the Indian subcontinent, 
40 per cent of whom weru un- 
der the age of 15. The sheer 
weight of numbers suggests 

. (hat at least one man should 
have made it. But the immedi- 
ate future looks no better, as the 
same section of the communi- 
ty provides less than half a per 
sent of teenagers attending 
clubs' centres otexceflencew. l 
• Given the fall-out, rate, Jhe 
chances of an Asian player In 
the Premiership from this erdp 
is negligible. Yet some dubs are 


Hamed goes 
#fror round two 
^ knock-out 

Boxing 

. » . 

Naseem Hamed is predicting he 
will knock out the Argentinian 
Reraigio Molina in Ihe second 
round of their World Boxing 
Organisation featherweight ti- 
de fight in Manchester tomor- 
row night. 

- Hamed, suffering from a 
heavy cold, was taken to the 1 1th 
round by his previous chal- 
lenger, Manuel Medina, but 
yesterday he insisted; “There is 
nothing wrong with ine this 
time. I'm healthy, fit and feeling 
. Jsol You will see the proper Naz. 
Call me brash or arrogant if you 
want, but Pm a winner.” 
t Hamed, making his fourth 
■ defence of the title,mocked the ! 
challenger, who is unbeaten in 
27 fights in Argentina. . 

■ Hamed said: “Apparently, be j 
has never watched a video of me . 
and prefers cartoons. That's a 
joke. I’m also told he’s a bit of an \ 
filcctxidan. In that case he will get 
sparked in the second round.” 

Handing Motiaa one of his 
own videos at yesterday's press 
"Conference, Hamed tola fhe 
diallen»n “Please don't puflout 
mf the nght after watching it." 
•He also appealed to the 
World Boxing Council ban- 
tamweight champ’ 0 ?’ Wayne 
McCullough, telling the Irish- 
man: “Let's get it on; winner 
takes all.” 

■ Ladbrokes has cut the odds 

xm Mike TJson, NaseemHwned 
and Steve Collins winning their 
respective world tide fights to- 
morrow night. A spokesman 
said that Tyson and Hamed are 
both rated at 1-20. Collins’ odds 
have been cut to2-7 from 1-3 af- 
ter a number of four-figure 
bets. Nigel Benn, arS-2, has few 
takers. ' . - - 
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fll* appear fti earning penmesjnTeeds. Now 
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> his footba? 

o a degree theretreataltha^ibehasSi!t : 
□type in that the strength of Digot-driven ' 


Idersfieldl ft becomes more common, 
sople from Things are improving.” 
mid come So, too, is the standard of 
i.’Ttwould play. ‘Asians try to be Hkefive- 
J, he was a-side footballers when they 
eeds.Now go into the 11 -a-side game. Irs 
;-.Tbwn, w& afi^pansy pass-pass stuff; but 
learning io compete 
aSm'^o^ j: p^™^fly. I think they re- 
he Iras fish - /treated to five-a-side because 
gor-driven ’ they were being roughed up 
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tackles in the past as well as when they played out of their 
heard the shouts ofprejodice ethnic group, 
from the sidelmcs. “it’s Eke an “When I started playing the 

Afco-Caribbcan boy going out attitude was either *what Y s he 
with a white girt 20 years ago,” doing with them, he’s only 
!M.'sai dL “Then it would have thereto make up the numbers' 
jp^ffidsshock, now people are or Tdck him, he won’t like the 
Orfore prepared to accept it as tough stuff 1 . Now it’s *you’re 


good enough to play in a non- 
Asian team’.” 

Attitudes in the Asian com- 
munity are also changing. Uvas 
Lunat, who runs Islamic, has 
perceived a change in terms of 
parental ambition. “You have 
to remember that most first 
generation Asians came from 
poor backgrounds and their 
priority was to make a living. 
They steered their children 
towards professions like the law 
or medicine because they be- 
lieved that was where the mon- 
ey was. I think people are 
re-evaluating their opinions.” 

Now it just remains for foot- 
balling society to do the same. 


however, have left him with a 
distinctly tarnished reputation. 

Since being dismissed by 
Cokhesterin 1994 McDonough 
concentrated on playing rather 
than managin g for a couple of 
seasons, turning out for Bishop’s 
Stortford, Dagenham & Red- 
bridge, Heybndge. Braintree 
and Canvey Island. At the end 
of last season, though, he re- 
turned to management when he 
took over at Chelmsford. 

McDonough has rebuilt the 
team but results have been 
poor: Chelmsford are one off 
the bottom of the Dr Martens 
League Premier Division and 
suffered a humiliating home de- 
feat to Wisbech of the Jewson 


Eastern League in the FA Cup. 
It was reported lost week that 
McDonough had left the dub. 
but it has since emerged that he 
has been “rested" for two 
weeks. Gary Bellamy, a former 
Wolves defender who is also the 
club’s commercial manager, 
has taken temporary charge of 
team affairs, and dropp«l most 
of McDonough's signings for 
last weekend’s 2-0 "defeat at 
Merthyr Tydfil. 

McDonough is due to meet 
the dub chairman, Tfevor Park- 
er, on Monday to discuss his fu- 
ture. "I won’t quit - they’ll 
have to back me or sack me,” 
McDonough said this week. 

It is believed that Chelmsford 
may turn to the management 
team at another Jewson League 
team, Harwich & Parkeston: 
Colin Hill, a wealthy business- 
man. and Danny O’Leary. 
However, all is for from settled 
in the boardroom at New Writ- 
tie Street: Wright has offered 
Ms resignation, which has been 
rejected by the other directors. 
The future remains uncertain - 
especially for the charismatic 
but controversial McDonough. 




' Athene wS lira to withdraw 

Amateur. Athtetio Federation presktefc*! 
said yestBdaji'Ihe IMF has been ari^* 
gered by a vesr-tong power struggle be-/, 
traw tte aeek sports ninlstiy and the ; - : 
Greek Athtetfcs Federation about wto _ 
slwuhlbeprhrBri^ responsible tor stag- : 
Ing the ewnt nea August 
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NotbaB 

OBONl-rair mnmOitet Mteteta) Ef» 
rand 37 Jainte 50. 

Rngby League 

SaHord fteds ha* S0ied Esene Faima- 
lo fiom Leeds fix an undsdoaedfee. 




AN INDEPENDENT & COMPETITION 



Wtamn Z Sonb W- 
nct i^aoMf DivMaK Brtapo aOMm. 
ODtdeM Z CS1 PW«P* Cm IMHte 
. Smn*|*ZT1lMr*nDlt»iB«iofWte: 


7-upmopvffrNawcwm bte es 
. urGtana 77 ; Cwkwsb Ciysal PsewSSPaj- 
potBimb£iitT»i0N»n841MtercMfttaE 78-7S 
m namal tJma). 

EUBOfEAW CUP,( W ai n Mw tew» PlwHOMd 
troafc London Twwo 64 VefQ« 7L 
nsra EUROUUteE arte A : StntoU Wm 

no 87 Uimspor awtt 0S. ttte K <^W«n 
<52 OtnviataM PItmib BZ»oap &?««*(»■ 
68 tea msurance TO tjutena (SiowA 74 
teaNnaiwa TR. . - r 

Boxing - 




teDte BWWineaoiBn i StttaZ No.- 

Unteoi Fonw ^rummoi* 3 uverpoal Z Hmt 
Dtem: AnnVh 7 J**tewiJ*i ± JWeOwv 
e 2 Btodaool % Port Vito 1 Wbk BmrMKtv ft 
WMmlcStteyO. jH Bo n i t DW WBBi HJl'tei- 
'fcyOi SaxS®0ff2Wn«wii Z VorttlRomertiim 
O.HM CHteoK enter 0 MM 1; Uncobi 

1 Savtxwun Z *»■ temne* Comfafaate 
n»t DMteic Brsol Bwws 1 Wbrtteon 3: 0» 
tel m 3 Stefan 3: Soutewon 2 watfind i: 

toswKti 1 Wen Htfi D. MmimHomI MmdM 
dtedftSaut Aite> ilteM Mute B But 



Cricket ■ A Bwnl HMfr •>- S'hSm 1 fll 

Martin Spei^it V to decide on his Ib-.'.jja ngMw^MMmO 
tim at Se end of the j month after re- 
ceMngan Improved offer ftoni Si^sex. ^ o%yo ve/ccaraftShtaeB i 
The 2S-year-okI te a!so waiting for an La^tmlCcmoasMa l; leant* 1 1 
appro^from,Durham.whoareun- 
-denflDOd to be foeen to sl0m him as 8 Qojf - 
fufl-timewtekotJaeper: . tan wboshnnshptatHKHi 

SometMT h awe broken with an 82-yeap- to take the Joint lead with 
oidnaettfon by dBddmgiP aband on tner thejohmie water Super! 


■[■Til n hw'1.1' » iw#ir hPirm " ITTFlnr 1 T -ffl 
Kn 3 »>>*» Pm 13, aa, TraonS BSK Bam 3 
' ffloM 18. ax. WaxKWBKBBteSSJ Ijon i (Fountt 
3Q; Bcnt^ui 1.W5 57) Cams Oi CmnO 
Nane«:Dr Nancy 2 IBoraa 29. n«f»r 62) 
teteip 0: r*»0 tesSt-QtmsJnl lUta B6): 
Ln Trcoftm 3D lent 1 0 Mu 83K Rsmm 1 
(WiDrt 16) la Haro I tento 2KJSD*s»«f 2 
(Nout» 2X 4S) Hortpaaprl (Soite 70). nmah 
' • — g— - vm 

rand n nlw r . *f«niu» a HooMra 3: h- 
wmawnima-.OWmi.aj.Aiiram Z Genoa 0. 
Stetete mete Itefl. M Mete l 
- Esmmduni CtMaBuca iDopanhola Qjojiia 0; 

l«*l MfeZ Ate; l Orario 5; SMmn- 
. ma^Ma«Ha;(Ml[Men02mvB4;Z>- 
li 0 AS** BliMD 3} tern 1 Lqp*M 3: FMol 
1 Calta VIS> > 3; Bbar 1 Racine Sanmnder 1: W- 
team 0 fc»o vtaxara O: IMra 0 Soils l: 
U0OBB.ZCOfflooEWa ii Lmwitt 1 HaiaJes 0. 




Snooker 

CAsraomoNo* wums cur Qmr- 

terteta Onirt ef 19 ten*#: ftapubfc os ba- 
lonO t* Cote 10* Sodom H N Mam ID-6. 

Tabt* tends 

Carl Prean «D attempt to help Entfand 
regpin thtir place bi the European Leegje 
Super DMsion today in their match 
aKtfnsi stwaWa. Preen deefined seieciwi 
tor 17 months after dtsagreefne wth the 
Engfsh ■feUeTermte Asso&aon's poficies. 
EMBUND (boo* H Sued OaHN. * Oaoh* Ite 
bya). C Piarai (VoW), a Pany {Dawn). 

Tornils 



citing BnatKial reasons. The home 
game agairtst Kant; which had been 
scheduled Ibr the festival, wi« now take 
place at 'feunton. . 


TOUR MATCH (Pm*. AteWWWTI AuHffltt. 

fere |S0 Lmrn, M Huwjp 56K v 
tnm 23T is 9 (»5owns S aan*«ad_ 


lan tMsoshtoi shot a two-under^er 70 
to take the joint lead with Ernie Els as 
thejahnnte wafer Super Tbur stopped 
in Seod yesterday, following the first 
round In rapm, Taiwan. Wtoosnam had 
a skHSKter-par total of 138, equal with 
Els who hit a second-round 71. Ooftn 
Moarntmerfo flnfcthed on (sue! par to be 
two snots behind the leaders.. 


mass 237 ft* 9 1 
C HoowBU-VAl 


cSOondojaUW. 
KM brOOO «*«*«*- 


TODAY’S . - 
; NUMBER 

(he number of foreign 

j&h HflStDMakxi mfeWBekerid, 
'Jtiird-piaced Deportivo g 
; Coruna wfit iose ptayefs 




Football. - . 

Ihe Brazilian World Cup softer Bebete 

has returned to Spain to join Seville af- 
ter a short spefl with FTamenfll . 
Guatemala's Mateo' Ftones . stadium. 
wftae~84 people werekWed In a stan- 

pede at a WOrM Cup ma^ 

last month, has been shut down m- 

ara 

Wbrtrf Cue ouaffieis Coaa 

Rtca and Trinidad and lbbago wffl be 





»mWSUMNCSCOM»W«MFWr 

"teteOCWteZ 




Uncetil^M 


1VI VCPI , 

t trie JeSiBts, Bawtona. 

thre#,..' ... V,-, 



Heavy rath during yeasrtay 9 opening 
rourfo ed! the women's .World Amateur 
Item Champtonshtp in the Phflippines 
forced officials to suspend play twee 
and ftafc reduce the tournament ;to ^4 
holes from 72 for the first tirr» m the 
events. 32-year hStory. 

-*■ 

nvauty 

reprmoixajtve MATCU (Ho*b»}ow mcv 
' LacMdtefS 7 CBmbridfiaUr*^3. .. . 

HHUlStiStifl^ yDewK OWawJRr- 

8»y 2; W Wandas 1 MY UangW IJterty 
•i. vWir PWsbunfti 5 &lmonton 2-. Tampa ■, 

SMontmal 6; San Jowl Colorado 4. 
9UPBUJEASUe: SfKrffloW sate* 4 Caitfff 
0avB*4 faftBrorerrtnajr. . . 


TODAY’S 

FIXTURES 


Football 

7.30 unless satad 

EUROPEAN Uf©Bt*21 CHAMPIONSHIP 
GROUP1WO 

Georgli > Btfancr PjOaia) — 

1« Dynamo Stadium, Batumi) 

GROUP SEVEN 

fMfMrfendsv wares 

(st Flip FBm SJacSuaK Bmta) 

KATTONWOE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIRST DMSION _ 

HuddorefieM v Br*dfort CKy (7^J5) 

fa iMBao ffiOPtft Seoaod raralMnC 
round: Chertaw vYa«flnif7^S). 
SWRNOFFWSH t£ABUE Prander DMaftn: 
Pnrt&dmn v Gtanawn (7.45). 

HARP RATIONAL LEAGUE OF WBAND 
Ptete Diteea: Si PatMk'a AOtee v Heme 
Farm Ennen (7.4S; snaBoume v ftincttk 
17-45). 

Rugby Union 

TOUR MATCHB Soedand A v Soudi AWca A 
(7.0) (W ManSflWtf HarafcW- 

Crickot 

TOUR MATCH PTretday oTfooit; Soum Aus- 
tralavEfOand AroriftsAdBtoftfc On*. 

Other sports 

TABLE TENNIS: Eurepean Man's iBapje 
(Ow*a)i Errand v Sroralde. 


WIN A VIP TRIP TO SEE 


^ Srn Francisco 49m 
S' at Atlanta Falcons ^ 

at the Georgia Dome, Atlanta 


r I The Independent and The National Football 
I League nave teamed up to offer one lucky 
JL reader and a guest, the chance to see aU 
the excitement of American Football live. The 
winner of our exclusive competition will fly 
from London to Atlanta where they will enjoy 
three nights accommodation at one of Atlanta’s 
finest hotels. On Monday 2nd December our 
winner will enjoy VIP hospitality at the Georgia 
Dome whilst watching San Francisco 49ers 
versus the Atlanta Falcons. In addition we have 
100 American Football caps for the runners-up, 
kindly donated by Drew Pearson Cap Company. 

In order to enter, answer the following three 
questions and call our competition hotline on 0891 
525 270:- 

1. Name the Atlanta Falcons quarterback who 
lost his starting job this season after a mid-game 
row with his coach? 

A -Jeff George 
B - Bobby Hebert 
C - Ttoy Aikman 

3. Name the former corncrback for both the 

2. Name the San Francisco 49ers quarterback Atlanta Falcons and San Francisco 49ers who 
who led the team to 4 Super Bowl victories? also played baseball for the Cincinnati Reds? 



? % i 

* *4 


A -Steve Young 
B- Joe Montana 

C- Elvis Grbac 


A - Pete Rose 
B - Barry Bonds 
C - Deion Sanders 


* Lines will dobc midnight cm 19/1LV6. * CoflswflllHS nrominmes. • Calls • Frizc iadudc-i three nights aocommodaiian. match tidxis for wo. transfers 

cost SOp per minute dayfime md45p pear minute at all other times. ■ Normal to and from ibe Atlanta airocffl ph* £100 itwaids meals aw) dim expenses. 
News pa per pifofrhnig rotes aflfly. » Von wfflneetiio have avmdailishpmapMt * Iran London 

• No cash ahera&Ine. Gaiwick on 30/1 V% and return on 4,'LV96. 
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Howard Wilkinson 

on Gascoigne and the dilemma of 
problem players, page 26 




FRujy g NOVEMBER 1996 ' THE 

HolyfielcPs questjH^H 

Ken Jones on Mike Tyson's 
brave challenger, page 26 


Wright and Sheringham at front of phoney war 


Footb all 

IAN RIDLEY 
reports from Tbilisi 

The day before the day before 
an Eng l a nd match is always a 
pnooey war and is not to be tak- 
en too seriously, certainly not in 
a aty, shell-pocked and short of 
electricity, where they haw 
known a real one. You knew ihc 
day was going to get off to a sur- 
real start when a bagpiper - not 
arranged by Paul Gascoigne - 
woke the jet-tagged players in 
the team's hotel at midday. 

Glenn Hoddle knows his cap- 


tain and his team for tomorrow’s 
World Cup qualifying match 
against Georgia, but is not say- 
ing yet. Thus it becomes a ques- 
tion of looking for dues to the 
majcs'issuesrivtowiUbetbestrik- 
eifs) now that Alan Shearer is in- 
jured? Will Tbny Adams replace 
him as captain (and this corre- 
spondent says he will)? Win that 
[riper ever bloody pipe dawn? 

Yesterday Teddy Sheringham 
was called upon to meet the 
press and Hoodie talked up Jan 
Wright The pair for Saturday 
perhaps, despite the belief that 
Les Ferdinand, who played 
against Poland last month, will 


surety start? Or misinformation 
for the eager, friendly Georgian 
journalists enjoying such open- 
ness when their own coach, 
Alexander Chivadze, is appar- 
ently of the Fandom Maxwell 
school of press relations? 

“There is not a player sharp- 
er in the Premiership than Ian 
Wright at present,” Hoddle 
said. “He has great awareness 
in his running off the ball, 
added to pace, and still has that 
killer instinct to score goals." It 
surely sounded like a pointer, 
though his predecessor Terry 
Venables' policy of not being 
swayed by flavours of the month 


was ultimately vindicated. 
Wright's alacrity has brought 
him 13 goals this season. In Eu- 
ropean competition, his in- 
stincts have brought him 13 
goals in IS matches, but at in- 
ternational level only five in 20. 
Four were against San Marino, 
tbe other as a substitute in a 
World Cup qualifier in Poland. 

In Lhe Premiership, the ball 
over the top of a defence has 
reaped handsome rewards and 
in Europe pace on the counter- 
attack is invaluable. The 
massed, positionally astute 
ranks at international level, 
where Wright’s touch has been 


exposed as often uncertain, can 
negate his strength, however. 

Surety Sheringham should 
start, though. His thoughtful 
worth was finally confirmed 
during Euro 96 f white against 

frilly match fit despite being a 
substitute, the situation cried out 
for his deep-lying ability to link 
midfield and attack. It is an art 
that often goes unappreciated 
when compared to all the ex- 
plosive striking talents the wide- 
open English game spawns. 

“As long as my team-mates 
and managers appreciate me, 
that’s aD that matters,” Shering- 


ham said. “I am not the soil of 
guy that picks up the ball on die 
Saif way toe, goes past five play- . 
ere and boots it into the top cor- 
ner. There are different aspects, 
to my game.” They are? ‘That's 
for me to know and everyone to 
find ouL” It was that sort of day. 

Whoever Hoddle perms 
from the six strikers in the 
squad, be believes chat any two 
should do. Tt is a difficult task 
to blend the right ones for the 
right night,” he said. “Alan 
Shearer has all-round ability. 
With tbe others you have to look 
at their good points, where the 
weaknesses of the opposition 


are and see which striker can 
capitalise on that. 

■ ’There is an array of talent, 
a cutting edge to us,' * be added 
T always think we axe going to 
score." Wouldn’t you know it, 
the f«»*n promp tly went on to 
a framing session at the crum- 
bling Lokomotiv Stadium where 

it seemed a cow's backside 
would have been safe even if the 
England players had been a pare 
away armed with a banjo. 

Whatever the personnel, . it 
does seem certain that Hoddle 
will persist with three at the 
bade. The left wing-back of the 
coach's firet two games, Andy 


HmcbcHfie. was also made ravail- 
able for interview and spoke of 
his admir ation for tbe system, 

“The position helped me, be 
said. “Youcan get fbrwaiumore j 

and you always have the nun* i 
bers behind to help out. $ 

Hodcfie’s main worry yestsday L 
ap peared to concern the pitch ia 

Boris PaichaidzeStadnun, ft 

was bumpy and patchy, he said, 
■though ft won’t suit Georgia ei-i i- 
ther, because they are a techni- 
cal side.” It was also the day, 

before the day before an away 
match in a developing country; 

Tngiand Under- 2 1 team. 

Digest, page 27 


Chelsea 
to pay 
£5m for 
Zola 



RUPERT METCALF 
AND ALAN NDCON 


The death last month of their 
vice-chairman, Matthew Hard- 
ing. has not, it seems, curtailed 
Chelsea's spending power. The 
Stamford Bridge dub last night 
agreed a dub-record fee of 
£5m for Parma's Italian in- 
ternational attacking midfield- 
er. Gianfranco Zola. 

According to sources at the 
Serif A dub, the 30-year-old 
Zola wiU cam about £25.000 per 
week as part of his four-year 
contract with Chelsea, who al- 
ready have two other Italian in- 
ternationals in Gianiuca Vialii 
and Roberto di Matleo. 

Chelsea's managing direc- 
tor, Colin Hutchinson, flew to 
Italy yesterday to finalise the 
deal, which has been agreed be- 
tween the two dubs although 
Zola has not yet signed. “We an- 
ticipate that he aw be doing so 
in the next few hours,” a Par- 
ma spokesman said. 

Zola replaces Di Matleo, a 
£4.9m buy from Lazio, as Chel- 
sea's record purchase. He has 
fallen out with Parma's new 
coach. Carlo Ancclotti, who 
said last night: “If he has been 
able to get a good deal, that's 
good for us. We’re both happy." 

The Liverpool striker Stan 
Collymorc ts in line for a 
£20,000 fine - the maximum 
penalty of two weeks' wages for 
breach of contract - after re- 
fusing to turn out for the An- 
field club's reserve team at 
Tranmcre on Wednesday. That 
could be doubled if the £S.5m 
striker carries on his one-man 
strike tomorrow, when Liver- 
pool's second string are due to 
meet Sheffield Wednesday. 

CoUymore's extreme action 
was explained last night by a 


friend who said: “Stan played in 
a dosed-door match against 
Aston Vhia and didn’t chink he 
needed another game. He was 
shocked that Roy Evans told 
him to play in tbe reserves on 
Wednesday. He thinks he has 
worked extra hard in training 
and even done more work with 
the kids. 

“Stan told Roy ft wasn’t fair 
and that Robbie Fowler got 
straight back in the team when 
he was fit and it should be the 
same for him. I don’t know if 
Stan will play in the reserves on 
Saturday. In the mood he’s in, 
it is probably unlikely.” 

Coltymorc reported for train- 
ing at Liverpool yesterday and 
had talks with his agent, Paul 
Stretford, last night about his fu- 
ture. Aston Villa are interested 
in the England striker as a pos- 
sible replacement for the Italy- 
bound Savo Milosevic. 

The Leeds manager, George 
Graham, has denied reports of 
a training ground row with his 
striker Ian Rush, who has failed 
to score since joining Leeds on 
a free transfer from Liverpool 
to the summer. 

Niall Quinn. Sunderland's 
record signing, has been ruled 
out for Lhe rest of the season with 
damaged knee ligaments. The 
£1 Jin signing from Manchester 
City needs an operation after 
sustaining the injury against 
Coventry seven weeks ago. 

The former Manchester Uni- 
ted and England defender Paul 
Parker has joined Sheffield 
United on a month's contract. 
The '32-year-old has just con- 
cluded a two-month spell at 
Derby County. 

Rangers have been linked 
with the 23-year-old Hamburg 
striker. Kaistcn Baron. 

Chelsea boardroom battle. 
People and Business, page 24 
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The Scotland squad in training yesterday at a much-altered Hampden Park for Sunday’s World Cup qualifier against Sweden at Ibrax 


Photograph: David Ashdown , 


Scotland must play an Estonian encorel 


PHIL SHAW 


Scotland's hopes of a smooth 
passage to tbe World Cup finals 
were dealt a double blow yes- 
terday. Fife, the governing body 
of the global game, ordered last 
month's phantom fixture in Es- 
tonia to be replayed, as well as 
ruling Gary McAllister out of 
Sunday's Group Four meeting 
with Sweden in Glasgow. 

The tournament's organising 
committee - chaired by Fifa’s 
Swedish vice-president, Lennart 
Johansson - instructed Scotland 
to return to the Baltic republic 
before 16 March next year. 
Fife will pay the Scots’ costs. 

Meanwhile, the one-match 
ban on McAllister, which the 
Scotland captain understood 
he had served in Estonia, must 
be carried over to this week- 
end's match at Ibrax. Colin 
Hendry, the official vice-captain, 
is likelv to don the armband de- 


spite die fact dial John Collins 
assumed the skipper's duties for 
the game that never was. 

The re-match will take place 
- “if weather conditions per- 
mit,” the statement added por- 
tentously - in Tallinn, the scene 
of last month's farcical events. 
Last night, however, the chief 
executive of the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association. Jim Fany, 
warned that rescheduling the 
trip in an already congested itin- 
erary would not be simple. 

While committing the SFA to 
abide by the decision, Fhrty 
said: “My view is that there will 
be a major difficulty in arrang- 
ing this match within the 
timescale set. There is a possi- 
bility of a date in December, and 
one* in February, but much 
could depend on the weather.” 

The saga began in earnest on 
the morning of the original 
game. Acting on representations 
from the Scots about the qual- 
ity and positioning of the flood- 


lights in the Kadriorg Stadium, 
the Fife delegate was authorised 
to bring the kick-off forward by 
nearly four hours to 3pm local 
time. Estonia, whose players are 
part-timers, failed to turn up in 
protest A fixity kitted-out Scot- 
land side were left to go through 
the motions of kicking off 
against non-existent opposition 
before the referee called a halt 
after three seconds. 

Cast in the unfamiliar and un- 
easy role of a “big” country, 
Scotland originally believed 
they would be awarded a 3-0 
walk-over victory. In the mean- 
time. sympathy grew for the Es- 
tonians. one of Flfa's newer and 
poorer members, who submit- 
ted a 22-page document to the 
inquiry pleading their case. Dis- 
quiet was also expressed by 
other countries in the section. 

Scottish reservations about 
going back to Tallinn are based 
on logistical problems rather 
than any fear of failure (they 


stand 25tb in Fifa's world rank- 
ings against Estonia's 112th 
place, and beat them twice in 
the last qualifying series). Hav- 
ing sent out a side in good faith 
a month ago, Craig Brown, tbe 
manager, wfl] be forced to make 
an additional imposition on 
the goodwill of the clubs whose 
charges he effectively borrows. 

David Will, the Brechin Gty 
director who sits on the organ- 
ising committee, described 
McAllister as “the innocent vic- 
tim". He added: “I’m resigned 
to the derision and obliged to 
accept it, though I can’t say I’m 
entirety happy with it The thing 
that does surprise me hi that the 
match is going ahead in Tallinn 
and not at a neutral venue.” 

The phlegmatic Brown, 
mindful of the possibility that 
Scotland might have to return, 
had sought to play down Ill-feel- 
ing towards Estonia. Never- 
theless he was clearly annoyed 
at losing his midfield linchpin 


for the critical game against the 
group favourites, Sweden. “It’s 
been galling to bear other na- 
tions pronouncing on the issue,” 
he said. “Gary wul find it even 
more galling now that these 
protests have been successful.” 

In a statement explaining its 
decision, Fifa noted that Esto- 
nia had not shown up for the re- 
arranged kick-off time, but 
accepted that there were “ex- 
tenuating circumstances." Its 
disciplinary committee wfll con- 


sider the possibility of sanctions 
against the Estonian FA on 23 
November. 

Sepp Blatter, the general 
secretary of Fife, claimed the 
ruling had been made in a 
“sporting spirit”, adding: “Es~' 
tonia had wanted to play the 
game. The point was that they 4 
did not have enough time to re- 
organise the arrangements a&l 
ter receiving a fax from Fifa at*- 
9am, and this was taken into ac; 
count ” • 

*■1 
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Wenger quick to deny rumours 
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ACROSS 

I Demonstrators want record 
to be amended (4-1-5) 

S Members of more than one 
union? |9> 

9 Democrat associated with 
prohibition zone ( 4) 

10 Primate requiring ushers to 
look lively <b) 

I I Go from Mile End to Strat- 
ford to get lethal weapon? (SI 

13 Indicate agreement when 
told to go (6) 

14 Players must meet press - 
thai’s for sure t44) 

I? Break in continuity of action 
- third or fourth, perhaps? 

19 Wnier of Greek wises dis- 
seminated in Paphos (6) 

21 "fells of despicable creature 
captured by northern wur- 
gpd (8) 

23 Par Same alary holiday no 
tipi* for swapping secrets (6) 


25 Unloose retriever with 
shortened head and tail (4) 

26 Island cricket club starts to 
insibi on lively performance 
from player* (9) 

27 High potential tor growth 
here in the citv? |4^» 

DOWN 

! Smuggler's funnv horse (3- 
61 

2 New estate in which to make 
home f4| 

3 Like Mozart aria, second in 
Entfuhning to provide vehi- 
cle for American tenor (S) 

4 Problem about small busi- 
ness <51 

5 In which a number of reds 
miw be sunk? <4. 3) 

h A form of barter on island 
initially seen as an abnormal 
feature (10) 

7 Formidable woman, some- 
what retrogressive (6) 



Arsenal's new manager. Ar- 
sene Wenger, was yesterday 
forced into confronting a me- 
dia pack on the steps of High- 
bury to deny that he was about 
to resign - or be sacked - be- 
cause of rumours concerning his 
private life. 

The 47-year-old Frenchman, 
who joined Arsenal on 30 Sep- 
tember. felt ft was time to speak 
after being told by the Pre- 
miership leaders dial the dub 
had been bescigcd by inquiries 
from press and public. 

“If something comes out that 
is wrong. I will attack.” he said. 
“It is a serious matter if you can 
just create things that are not 
right. I am not aware of any al- 
legations. 


“Nobody who knows me will 
tell you anything bad about 
me. 1 believe you have to respect 
people in their private life and 
I have one like everybody else." 

Wenger’s impromptu decla- 
ration followed a bizarre series 
of events during wu'ch an item 
of idle gossip became viewed as 
fact. It began with a conversa- 
tion between a trader in the Gty 
of London and a friend with ac- 
cess to one of the information 
services which supply financial 
data to the trading floors. 

They also cany brief details 
of sports news and the trader's 
friend misunderstanding the 
conversation, released an alle- 
gation about Wenger on the ser- 
vice. It was quickly removed but 


ft was already too late. The cul- 
prit responsible for releasing the 
allegation has since personalty 
apologised to Arsenal. 

Wenger, perhaps wishing he 
had the protection of his own 
country’s strict privacy laws; 
added: “I do not have to explain 
anything, but I am sad because 
Arsenal should be respected 
and so should I. If you want to 
know, I have a girlfriend in the 
south of France who I have lived 
with for three years. I am very 
disappointed with the attitude 
the media here lakes.” 

Mysteriously, a leading book- 
maker revealed that two weeks 
ago they began to be inundat- 
ed with puweis wanting to wa- 
ger that his exit was imminent. 


Brighton fans set for sacrifice 


12 Study displays offered by 

software package - hard 
work? <64) 

15 Sophocles typically present- 
ed in translation by geriatric 
Scot (9) 

16 Roman road circumventing 
clean cut Spanish city (8) 

IS Root not cultivated in is part 
of Canada (7) 

20 Rector involved in split is to 

S amoa (6) 

-o ffish man bolding a 
rair of spectacles (5) 

24 Ran exercise classes in 
South Dakota (4) 


GREG WOOD 


Tomorrow will start like any 
other match day for Graham 
Talbot. His team is playing at 
home, and though the opposi- 
tion - Mansfield Town - is 
hardly clamorous, these days it 
rarely is. He will arrive at the 
ground in good time, hoping 
and praying, as ever, for victoiy. 

But then Tilbot will do some- 
thing he has not done for 26 
years. A supporter of Brighton 
and Hove Albion, he has not 
missed a Seagulls game, home 
or away, in any competition - 
no. not even the Full Members’ 
Cup -since I97D, but tomorrow 
he will join many hundreds of 
his fellow fans m Hove Park, 
across the road from the Gold- 
stone Ground, in a boycott of 


the match. Brighton's worst 
gate for a League fixture, the 
2,093 who watched them play 
Norwich Gty in the Third Di- 
vision South m 1929. seems like- 
ly to be lowered 
' The boycott will mark the lat- 
est escalation in the bitter feud 
between the dub's supporters 
and its board, in particular Bill 
Archer, the chairman, and 
David Bellotti, his chief execu- 
tive. Brighton are bottom of the 
League and, following the sale 
of the ground to developers, 
without a home for next season. 
Most Ians believe the club is 
sliding towards oblivion. 

“I've been to just over 1,350 
games m a row,” Talbof said yes- 
terday. “Sometimes Tve had a 
bout of fiu and felt pretty iQ, fait 
I've always made it But we've 
got lo the stage now where wc 


could not have a dub next sea- 
son. It's essential to get the peo- 
ple in charge out.” 

In a letter to Jimmy Case, 
Brighton’s manager, and his 
players, the organisers of the 
boycott say that “we are all be- 
hind you and many people 
gathered outside will be cheer- 
ing you on as usual. Our anger 
is directed solely at the board 
of directors, and we, the paying 
customers who love the dub 
dearly, will not stand idly by as 
it is defrayed,” 

The decision to miss tomor- 
row’s game will be a painful one 
for many fans, not least Graham 
IhlboL He will not be the onty 
notable absentee, however. Bill 
Archer, Brighton’s chairman, 
has tot attended a match at the 
Goldstone for almost 12 
months. 
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up to 50% DISCOUNT against new price on 
orders placed before Christmas 

40* by 36* from £17,300 

60’ by 36* from £26,000 , 

INCLUDING DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION j 
prices exclude VAT 
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Martin Crysell or Alan Proto 
NOW FOR AN IMMEDIATE 
QUOTATION 
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